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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE Title Page expreſſes ſuſ- 
ciently what I have done in the 
publication of this work, which 
is itſelf ſo well known and approved, 
that any Encomiums upon it would be 
vain and uſeleſs. And as to the worthy 
Writer himſelf, there remains nothing 
to be added to what the Reader will be 
highly entertained with, in the following 
pages, written by his own elegant pen. 


I would recommend to the Readers of 
theſe Contemplations, as the moſt 
ble Method, firſt and carefully to read 
over the portion of Scripture pointed out 

A 2 at 


be acquainted with. 


1 have good hopes, that by the Bleſ- 
e e Crotemplations may 
be uſeful and acceptable to many ſerious 
and well-diſpoſed perſons ; whoſe De- 
light and Meditation is in the word of 
God. To make due improvement from 
which, we ſhould take care not to come 
to the reading that word, but with pure 
Intentions, and pious prayer ; - 
ing theſe, we have no reaſon to 
bring the 
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the favourable Aſſiſtances of divine 


Grace. 
The Biſhop' 


s ſubjects and his manner 
of handling them will, I am 
make them le to Chriſtians of 
all Denominations : for here is none of 
the little Bigotry of a party ; nothing of 
the narrow ſpirit and prejudice of a 
ſea. True genuin Chriſtianity ſhines 
here in its moſt charming luſtre ; and 
a in a beauty, which I conceive 
muſt captivate the moſt prejudi 
enſlav'd to a i 
And I cannot help 


ſatisfaction in being 


cate, and which 88 
and Enthufiaſm, knows no Mafter but 
Chriſt, and obeys no Law but Love. 


CON- 


0 \ 


CONTENTS 


FIRST VOLUME. 


6 ſome Specialties of Di- 
vine Providence, in the Life of Joſeph Hall, 

Biſhop of Norwich Page i 
His Hard Meaſure | xliii 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


SN SAE 88 R. 


es XxF 4. &. Mar. oo entrant a rt 


TER LL. EEE. oa — 


_ ——— Oo 


——_ 


\ OB SERVATI ONS 
Of ſome Specialities of 
. DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
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OT out of a vain affeQtation of my 
own glory, which I know how little 
it can avail me, when I am gone 
ones ſincere deſire to give glory 
God, whoſe wonderful providence I have 


21 


1 1 
Are 


have done is worthy 
forgetfulneſs ; but what G 
is worthy of everlaſting and thankful 


born Ju 1, 1574, at ſive of the clock 


272 


Ts 


morning, in Briſtow Park, within* the 
ky A/ la Zouch, a town in Leice- 
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ii The Life of 
-r be pip- 
ced ; my mother Winifride, of the houſe 
u, was a woman of that rare — — 
that (were it not for my intereſt in nature) I 
durſt ſay, that neither Meth, the mother of 
that juſt honour of Clareval ; nor Monica, nor 
any other of thoſe pious matrons, antiently 
1 Dogg * diſdain her ad- 
mittance to compariſon. She was continually 
exerciſed with the affliction of a weak body, 
and oft a wounded ſpirit, (the agonies whereof, 
as ſhe n 
E greateſt bodily ſickneſſes were 
flea- — ſo from them 
all, at laſt ſhe found a happy and comfortable 
deliverance, and that not without a more than 
ordinary hand of God, For on a time being 
in great diſtreſs of conſcience, ſhe thought in 
her dream, there ſtood by her a grave per- 
other habits of 


ever the ſhould feel of this ki 
ſeemed to anſwer, that upon 


would be well content for the time, with that, 
or any other torment : reply was made to her, 


that happy iſſue of this her laſt trial : whereat | 
ſhe began to conceive an unſpeakable joy N 
which yet upon her awaking left her more 
diſconſolate, as then conceiting her happineſs 
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Joszyn Haut, Bib of Norwich ii 
imaginary, her miſery real; when the very 
ſame day ſhe was viſited by the reverend, and 
(in his time) famous divine, Mr. Anthony Gilly, 
under whoſe miniſtry ſhe lived ; who upon the 
relation of this her pleaſing viſion, and the 
contrary effects it in her, began to 
ſuade her, that that dream was no other 


nify the mercy 
liverance. What with the 


ſtill come forth with 
a countenance of undifſembled mortification : 


never any lips have read to me ſuch feeling 


lectures of piety ; neither have I known any 
ſoul, that more accurately practiſed them, than 
her own. Temptations, deſertions, and ſpi - 
ritual comforts were her uſual theme. In ſhort, 
a 2 ior 
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for I can hardly take off my 
ny a ſubject, her life and 
ike. 

My parents had from my infancy 
me to this ſacred calling, whereto, by the 
bleſſing of God, I have ſeaſonably attained ; 
for this cauſe I was trained up in the public 
ſchool of the place : After I had ſpent ſome 
years (not altogether indiligently) under the 
Ferule of ſuch maſters as the place afforded, 
and had near attained to ſome com ripe- 
neſs for the univerſity ; my ſchoolmaſter being 
a great admirer of one Mr. Pelſet, who was 
then lately come from Cambridge,to be the pub- 
lic preacher of Leicefter ; (a man very eminent 
for thoſe times, for the fame of his learning, 
but eſpecially for his ſacred oratory) perſuaded 
my father, that if I might have my education 
under fo excellent and complete a divine, it 
might be both a nearer and eaſier way to his 
purpoſed end, than by an academical inſtitu- 
tion: the motion ſounded well in my father's 
ears, and carried fair ilities; neither was 
It any other than fore-compacted betwixt my 
ſcholmaſter and Mr. Pelſet, ſo as on both ſides 
it was entertained with forwardneſs. 
The gentleman, u eſſay taken of my 
fitneſs for the uſe of his ſtudies, undertakes 
within one ſeven years, to ſend me forth no leſs 
furniſhed with arts, languages, and grounds 
of theoretical divinity than the carefulleſt tutor 
in the ſtricteſt college of either univerſity ; 
which that he might aſſuredly perſorm, to pre- 
vent 


from ſo ex · 


th were ſaint- 


devoted 
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vent the danger of any mutable thoughts in 
my parents, or myſelf, he deſired mutual bonds 
to be drawn betwixt us. The great charge of 
my father (whom it pleaſed God to bleſs with 
twelve children) made him the more apt to 
yield to lo likely a project for a younger ſon 
And now there were all the hopes of my fu- 
ture lite upon blaſting ! the indentures were 
preparing, the time was ſet, my cloaths were 
ready fur the journey. What was the iſſue? 
O God, thy providence made and found it 
thou knoweit how fincerely and heartily, in 
thoſe my young years, I did caſt myſelf upon 
thy hands; with what faithful reſolution, I did 
on this particular occaſion reſign myſelf over 


ſro thy diſpoſition, earneſtly begging of thee in 


my fervent prayers, to order all things for the 
beſt, and confidently waiting upon thy will. 
Certainly, never did I in al my life more 
clearly caſt myſelf upon thy divine providence, 
than I did in this buſineſs, and it ſucceeded 
accordingly. | 

It fell out at this time, that my elder brother 
having ſome occaſions for a journey to Cam- 
bridge, was kindly entertained there Mr. 
Natbaniel Gilly, fellow of Emmanuel ez 
who, becauſe he was born in the ſame town 
2 me, — had conceived a a 

my aptneſs to learning, enquired diligen 
concerning me, and +. Non, of the diverſion 
of my father's purpoſes from the univerſity, 
importunately diſſuaded from that new courſe, 


profeſſing to pity the N 


prejudicial a reſolution; that he would not ſuf- 
y to lie drowned in a ſhallow coun- 
try-chanel, but that he would revive his firſt 
for Cambridge ; adding 
is love, that if the expences of that courſe 
were the hindrance, he did there humbly be- 
ſeech him, rather to ſell part 
which himſelf ſhould in courſe of nature in- 


in the zeal of 
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viii The Life of 
which he no leſs really and lovingly perform- 
ed. The condition was gladly accepted, thi- 
ther was I ſent back with joy enough, and ere 
long choſen ſcholar of that ſtrict and well or- 
dered college“. 

By that time I had ſpent fix years there, 
now the third year of my Bachelorſhip ſhould 
at once both make an end of my mainte- 
nance, and in reſpe& of ſtanding, give me 
a capacity of farther preferment in that houſe, 


were it not that my county excluded me; 
for our ſtatute allowed but one of a ſhire 


to be fellow there, and my tutor being of 


the ſame town with me, muſt therefore ne- 
ceſſarily hold me out: but, O my God, how 
ſtrangely did thy gracious providence fetch 
this buſineſs about ? I was now entertaining 
notions of remove; a place was offered me in 
the iſland of Guernſey, which I had in ſpeech 
and chaſe : it fell out that the father of my 
loving chamber-ftellow, Mr. Chclmiy, a gentle- 
man that hadlikewiſe dependance upon the moſt 
noble Henry earl of Huntingdon, having occaſion 
to go to Zork, unto that honourable lord, fell 
into ſome mention of me; that good earl 
(who well eſteemed my father's ſervice) having 
bly heard ſome better words of me, than 

could deſerve, made earneſt enquiry after 
me; what were my courſes, what my hopes; 
and hearing of the likelihood of my removal 
profefſed much diſlike of it, not without ſome 
vehemence, demanding why I was not choſen 
He was admitted ef Samar tg ane 15. Took 


his Bachelor's degree in 2592, and his in 12396. 
fellow 
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Joszen Hart, Biſbop of Norwich. ix 
fellow of that college, wherein by report I 
received ſuch tion ; anſwer was return- 
ed, that my county debarred me, which being 
filled with my tutor, whom his lordſhip we 
knew, could not by the ſtatute admit a 
The Earl preſently replied, that if that were the 
hindrance, he would ſoon take order 2 
move it; whereu n 
ſends for my 1 — 


ſigniſied, than the days were ſet 
for the public (and indeed exquiſite) examina- 
tion of the competitors. By that time two days 


— 


of Huntingdon, by whoſe my then di 
pointed tutor, muſt neceſſarily be left to 
wide world unprovided for. Upon notice there- 
of, I preſently repaired to the maſter of the 
college, Dr. Chaderton, and beſought him to 
render that hard condition, to which my good 
tutor muſt needs be driven, if the election pro- 
ceeded; to ſtay any farthgr progreſs in that 
buſineſs, and to leave me to my own good 
hopes whereſoever, whoſe youth both expoſed 
to leſs needs, and more opportunities of pro- 
viſion. Anſwer was made me, that the place 
was pronounced void however, and therefore 
that my tutor was diveſted of all poſſibility of 

a5 remedy, 
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me what the matter might be; I told him the 
errand, and delivered him the letter, beſeechi 
his advice; which when he had read, Sir, (fai 
I) methinks God directs in this matter, and 
tells me it is his will I ſhould rather go to the 
Eaſt, than to the Weſt. Nay, (anſwered he) I 
ſhould rather think, that God would have you 
go weſtward, for that he hath contrived your 
before the reception of this letter, 
which, becauſe coming too late, receive 
a fair and eaſy anſwer. To this I ght 
him to my diſſent, adding, that I well 
knew, n 
deſtined ts, whic con- 
ſtantly — 2 that I never meant 
other, than to paſs through this weſtern ſchool 
to it, but I ſaw that God, who found me ready 
to go the farther way about, now called me the 
neareſt and directeſt way to that ſacred end. 
The good man could no farther oppoſe, but 
only pleaded the diſtaſte, which would here- 
upon be juſtly taken by the Lord chief juſtice, 
whom I undertook fully to ſatisfy ; which I did 
with no great difficulty, commending to his 
Lordſhip in my room, my old friend and 
chamber fellow Mr. Cholmly, who finding an 
anſwerable acceptance, diſpoſed himſelf to the 
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The Life of 
reſt, there came to him an Engh/b gentle- 
man, who having run himſelf out of — 
in the Ins of Court, had forſaken his country, 
and therewith his religion, and was turned 


fels. This man after ſome few interc 
of complement with Sir Edmund Bacon, 


upon himſelf ; I coming 
the midſt of this diſcourſe, (habited not like 
a divine, but in ſuch a colour and faſhion, as 


laſt aſked him this queſtion ; Sir, faid I, 
the caſe this n 
true, I beſeech you teach what differ- 
is betwixt theſe miracles which you 
t by this Lady, and thoſe that 
Veſpatian, by ſome veſtals, 
the the rather for thar, I 
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ping fch ſuch a q 
4 2 profeſs this kind of ho- 


erer 
mous 


both Rigot and Phyſician, reſiding now in Bruſ- 
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oszpn Harl, Biſbop of Norwich. xvũ 
mous divines, with whom, if it would 
you to confer, you might ſooner receive ſatiſ- 
faction. I aſked him whom he took for the 
moſt eminent divine of that place; he named 
to me father Caſterus, undertaking that he 
would be very glad of a conference with me, 
if I would be pleaſed to come up to the Jeſuits 
—_ z I willingly yielded. In the afternoon, 
the forward gentleman prevented his time to 
attend me to the father, (as he ſtyled him) 
who, (as he ſaid) was ready to entertain me 
ith a meeting : I went alone with him, the 
porter ſhutting the door after me, welcomed 
me with a Deo gratias. I had not ſtayed long 
in the jeſuit's hall, before Cofterus came ia to 
me, who, after a friendly ſalutation, fell into a 
formal ſpeech of the unity of that church, out 
of which is no ſalvation ; and had proceeded to 
ao might) interruperd bien wich this fort an. 
as I might) interru him with thi an- 
ſwer, Sir, / * miſtake me not, m 
of wan religion I am; 
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Joszen Hart, Biſbop of Norwich. #it 
ive way to my further confer- 


a Civil anſwer 
but for any farther conference, that it was 
bootleſs ; 1 could not hope to convert him and 
was reſolved he ſhould not alter me; and there- 
fore both of us ſhould reſt where we were. 
ing from Bruſſels, we went for Na. 


I at thoſe 
Liege, and in * 
dangerous conflict with 
| Carmelites 


wells, we 
the 


river 


1 The Life of 
ligion eſtabliſhed, and therefore ſtood only up- 
on my defence, not caſting any aſperſion upon 
theirs, but ready to maintain our own, which 
though I performed in as fair terms, as I could, 

yet the choler of thoſe zealots was ſo moved, 
that the paleneſs of their changed countenances, 
began to threaten ſome perilous iſſue, had not 
Sir Edmund Bacon, both by his eye and his 
tongue, wiſely taken me off. I withdrew my 
ſelf — rom their preſence, to avoid fur- 
ther provocation. The Prior began to diſ- 
cover ſome ſuſpicions of my borrowed habit, 
and told them, that bimſelf had a green ſattin 
ſuit once pared for his travels into England, 
fo that I found it needful for me to lie cloſe at 
Namur; from whence travelling the next day 
towards Bruſſels in the company of two [talian 
captains, — Aſcanio Nigro, and another, 
whoſe name I have forgotten, who enquiring 
into our nation and reli to hear, 


that we had any baptiſm or churches in England. 
The congruity of my latin, (in ref their 
perfect barbariſm) drew me and reſt, into 


their ſuſpicion, ſo that I could overhear them 
muttering to each other, that we were not the 
men we appeared ; (trait the one of them, 
boldly expreſſed his conceit, and together with 
this charge, began to enquire into our condi- 
tion. I told him, that the he ſaw 
rm hild of that renowned 
1 of England, a man 
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to the Spa from the train, and under the pri- 
vilege of our late ambaſſador, with which juſt 
anſwer I ſtop'd their mouths. 

Returning thro* Bruſſels we came down to 
Antwerp, the paragon of cities, where my cu- 
riofity to ſee a ſolemn on St. Jobn 
Baptiſt's day, might have drawn me into dan- 
(through my willing irreverence) had not 
the bulk of a tall Brabanter, behind whom 1 
ſtood in a corner of the ſtreet, ſhadowed me from 
notice: Thence down the fair river of Scbeld, 
we came to Fluſhing, where, upon the reſolu- 
tion of our company to ſtay ſome hours, I haſt- 
ed to Mi þ to ſee an antient college: 
that viſit loſt me my paſſage; ere I could return, 
I could ſee our ſhip under fail for England, the 
maſter had with the wind ahred his purpath, 
and called aboard with ſuch that my 
company mult either away, or u the 
hazard of too much loſs. I look'd long after 
them in vain, and fadly returning to Middle- 
burgh, waited long for an inconvenient and tem- 
After 


would have pounds a year 
(which I held to be the value of my detained 


due) I ſhould never have removed. One morn- 
ing as I lay in my bed, a ſtrong motion was 
ſuddenly | pr into my thoughts of going to 
Londen : I aroſe, and betook me to * 
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that I was forced to write books to buy books : 
ſhortly, ſome harſh and unpleafing anſwer fo 
2 me, that 2 reſolved to —_— 
the firſt opportunity of remove. Now whi 
I was taken up with theſe anxious thoughts, 
a meſſenger (it was Sir Rob. Wingfield of Nor- 
thampton's ſon) came to me from the lord Den- 
uy, (now earl of Norwich) after my moſt ho- 
nourable patron, ing me from his lord- 
ſhip to ſpeak with him. 

thither, than after a glad and noble welcome, 
I was entertained wi 
'of Waltham +. The conditions were like the 
mover, free, and bountiful : I received them. 
as from the munificent hands of my God, and 
returned full of the chearful acknowledgments 
of a graci over me. 


Too late 
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law they could (i Out 
A _ 

loſs and trouble to ſtrive for litigious 
ſheaves, came compoſi- 
tion with me my part. 
whereof ten of my. 
ſtall in that by . 
courſe of : 
agreed u 


5 

g 
23 
1 
: 


which I finding to drive at a ſu - 

ment, For I preſently ad- 
dreſſed myſelt to his Majeſty, with a petition 
for renewing the charter of that church, and 


- find at the common law, i 

offers of peace, which at laſt drew him ſo far, 
EI FI 
tions, not , but for the 
whole body of all thoſe which per- 
tained to the church. Firſt that he would be 
content to caſt up that fee-farm which he had 
of all the patrimony of that church, and diſ- 
claiming it, receive that which he held of the 
faid church by leaſe, from us the ſeveral pre 
| bendaries, from term whether of „ or 
(which he rather deſired) of lives. — 
that he would raiſe the maintenance of every 
(whereof ſome were but 408. others 
3 J. others 41. Sc.) to the yearly value of his 
go 7 for each man, during the faid term of 
only for the monument of my labour 

and ſucceſs herein, I required that my prebend 
© might have the addition of 10. per annum, 
above the fellows. We were buſily 2 
is 
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Joszen Hart, Biſbop of Norwich. xxix 
this happy match for that poor church ; Sir 


Walter Leveſon was not only willing, but for- 


archibi Spalata“, gave both way 

furtherance to the diſpatch ; all had been moſt 
happily ended, had not the ſcrupulouſneſs of 
one or two of the number deferred ſo advan- 


ward to the king, and all our 
blown up ; an office was found of all thoſe 
lands, the very wonted payments were denied, 


and I called into the court of wards, in fair 
ikelihood to forego my former hold, and 
yielded poſſeſſion; but there it was juſtly 
awarded by the lord- treaſurer, then of 
ab. - Wa. 

no 


3 
© There is an excellent letter of biſhop Halls in Latin 
d nn — 4 
a of England's dete biel 10 that of Reme— 
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XXX 
dne kit * former ſt * — 

in my former ſtate, upon 
complaint, of the hard condition no the 
'orphan was left, I ſuffered myſelf to be over 
intreated, to abate ſomething of that evicted 


compoſition. Which work having once firmly 


ſettled, in a juſt pity of the mean proviſion, 
if not the deſtitution of ſo many thouſand 
SE” 2s > Os and com. os hare Gm 
1 ey Lorry for in the future, I re- 
ſigned up 9.6 pe 
er, Mr. Lee, who ould A X. there, 

in- 


the 22 which 1 ſpent 
at Waltham, t Wan 
ployed abroad by his Majeſty in public ſervice. 
irſt in the attendance*® of the right honour- 
able the carl of Cariiſe (then lord viſcount 
of Doncaſter) who was ſent upon a 


entrance there, the annals of that nation will 


— TT In the midſt of that ſervice 
ized 


with a miſerable = 
body, which ended in a Diarrhes Bilio 
without ſome beginnings and farther — 
of a , Wherewith I was ſo 
low, that there ſeemed ſmall of my re- 
covery. Mr. is Fequen vis) ring en by 
my ſtate 


— for his frequent viſits) 
"= brough 


Ambaſſador to inform him 


® In 1616, July 12. 


there- 
blic 


em- 
daſſy with a galant retinue into France, whoſe 


— 


tinuing 
dignity, his maj 


. envy, from ſome of our own, 


ple houſe, but God fetched it 
in that abſence and i 


after exchanging this mortal eſtate, | 
. ES nm ton 

ore I cou wn, con- 
* take * that 
pleaſed to deſign me to 
his attendance into Scotlandꝰ, where the 
\Jove and reſpect that I found, both from the 
miniſters, and people, wrought me no ſmall 

that his mejeſty 

monly received fu tion, 
— have no . his chaplains, 
after his remove from Edinburgh ; foraſmuch 
as the divines of the country, whereof there 
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* In March, 14, 1616-17. 
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ed of treaſon, but that 


rived to draw accuſatory petitions, from 
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ve us up (not without great trium 
loſt men, railing on our perfidiouſneſs, 
and adjudging us to what ignominious 
And what ſcurrilous 

cious pam 


throughout the ki glom, and io foreign 


blazoning our infamy, and exaggerating 
— — What inſults of 
adverſaries was here? being caged ſure 
in the Tower, the faction had now fai 
tunities to work their own : 
therefore taking the advantage of our 
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of this ſef- 
biſhops in 
parliament, and in a very thin houſe eaſil 
it. Which once condeſcended to, 
now not by what ſtranger importunity, his 
Majeſty's aſſent was drawn from him to it. 
We now inſtead of looking after our wonted 
honour, muſt bend our thoughts upon the 
ing of our lives, which were with no 
mall eagerneſs purſued by the violent agents 
of the faction. Their ſh wits and great - 
eſt lawyers were employed to advance our im- 
hment to the height; but the more they 
into the buſineſs, the leſs crime cou! 
they find to faſten upon us; infomuch as 
one of their ones, gar his judg- 
ment concerning . to them, 
they might with as reaſon accuſe us of 
adultery. Yet ſtill there are we faſt, only upon 
petition to the lords, obtaining this favour, 
that we might have counſel affigned us; which 
after much reluctance, and many menaces 
from the commons againſt any man of all the 
commoners of Exgland, that ſhould dare to 
be ſeen to plead in this caſe againſt the repre- 
ſentative body of the commons, was granted 


which were nominated to them by us. What 
trouble and charge it was to procure thoſe 
eminent and much employcd counſellors, to 
come to the Tower to us, and to obſerve the 
ſtrict laws of the place, for the time of their 


ingreſs, regreſs, and ſtay, it is nut hard to 


Judge. After we had lain ſome weeks there, 
Wa. C how- 
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however the houſe of commons, upon the firſt 
tender * 1 8 had defired we 
might ght to a trial; yet now 
rf perhaps how 1922 ey had 
for ſo high an accuſation, they began to 
\Nacken their pace, and ſuffered us rather to 
 languiſh under the fear of ſo dreadful an ar- 
raignment. Inſomuch as we now are fain to 
petition the lords, that we might be brought 
to our trial. The day was ſet; ſeveral ſum- 
monſes were ſent to us; the lieutenant had his 
warrant to bring us to the bar ; our impeach- 
ment was ſeverally read; we pleaded not guil- 
ty modo & „ and de ſpeedy procecd- 
ings, which were accordingly promiſed, but 
not too haſtily performed. After long ex- 


pectation another was appointed for the 
_ - proſecution of this high charge. The lieu- 


tenant brought us again to the bar ; but with 
what „. and exclamations, and furious 
expreſſions of the enraged multitudes, it is 


not e ſy to apprehend. Bein thither, 
and rat charged — — and 
having given our negative anſwers to every 
particular, two bi Lenden and Winchefter, 
were called in as witnefes againſt us, as in 
that point, whether they apprehended an 
ſuch cauſe of fears in the tumults aſſembled, 
as that we were in any danger of dur lives in 
coming to parliament ; who ſeemed to incline 
to a favourable report of the perils threatned, 
though one of them was convinced out of his 
- own mouth, from the relations himſelf had 
made at the 9 of York's lodging. 

a After 
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After this Wild and Glyn made fearful decla- 
mations againſt us at the bar, aggravating 
the circumſtances of our pretended treaſon to 
the higheſt pitch. Our counſel were already 
at the bar to plead for us in anſwer to their 
clamorous and envious ſuggeſtions ; but it 
was anſwered, that it was now too late, we 
ſhould have another day, which day to this 
day never came. The circumſtances of that 
day's hearing were more grievous to us than 
the ſubſtance ; for we were all thronged fo 
miſerably in that ſtrait room before the bar, 
by reaſon that the whole houſe of commons 
would be there to ſee the prizes of their cham- 
pions play'd, that we ſtood the whole after- 
noon in no ſmall torture, ſweating and ſtrug- 
ling with a mercileſs multitude ; till, being 
iſmiſſed, we were expoſed to a new and great- 
er For now in the dark we muſt go 
to the Tower by barge as we came, and muſt 
ſhoot the bridge with no ſmall peril. That 
God, under whoſe merciful protection we are, 
returned us to our ſaſe cuſtody. There now 
we lay ſome weeks longer, expecting the ſum - 
mons for our counſels anſwer ; but inſtead 
thereof our merciful Adverſaries, well findi 

how ſure they would be foiled in that —— 
charge of treaſon, now under pretences of te- 
mitting the height of rigour, wave their for- 
mer impeachment of treaſon againſt us, and 
{all upon an accuſation of high miſdemeanors, 
in that our proteſtation, and will have vs, 


proſecuted as guilty of a premunire ; although, 
as we conceive, the law hath ever been in par- 


C 2 liameatary 
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liamentary proceedings, that if a man was 


impeached, as of treaſon, being the higheſt 


crime, the accuſant muſt hold him to the 


- 


of the charge, and may not fall to any meaner | 


impeachment, upon failing of the higher. But 


in this caſe of ours it fell out otherwile, for 
although the lords had openly promiſed us, 
that nothing ſhould be done againſt us till 
we and our counſel were heard in our defence, 
yet the next news we heard was, that the houſe 
of cummons had drawn up a bill againſt us, 
wherein they declared us to be delinquents of 
a very high nature, and had defired 
to have it enacted, that all our ſpiritual means 
ſhould be taken away : only there ſhould 


be 
a yearly allowance to yr i 


maintenance, according to a proportion 


per an- 
to the lords, and 
ever ſince lain. 
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heſt * quaintance, and welcomed to my liberty. 
Whereupon ſome that looked upon me with 
an evil eye, run into the houſe, and complain- 
ed that the biſhops were let looſe, which it 
ſcems was not well taken by the houſe of 
commons, who preſently ſent a kind of ex- 
poſtulation to the lords, that they had diſmil- 
ſed ſo hainous offenders without their know- 
ledge and conſent. Scarce had I reſted me in 
my lodging, when there comes a meſſenger 
to me with the ſad news of ſending me with 
the reſt of my brethren, the biſhops back to 
the Tower again; from whence we came, 
thither we muſt go, and thither | went with 
an heavy (but I thank God not an impatient} 
heart. Aiter —_— continued there lome lix 
weeks longer, earneſtly petitioned to Ic» 
turn to our ſeveral charges, we were upcn 
5000l. bond diſmiſſed, with a clauſe of re- 
vocation at a ſhort warming, if occaſion ſhou!d 
ſpent the time betwixt 
ew years even and Whitſuntide in thoſe ſafe 
walls, where we by turns preached every Lord's 
day to a large auditory of citizens, we diſ- 
poſed ourſelves to the places of our ſeveral 


require. Thus having 
new 


rr Lf HY 


the abodes. 
na For myſelf, addreſſing myſe!f to Norwict, 
= whither it was his majeſty's pleaſure to remove 
be | me, I was at the firſt received with more re- 
8 ſpect, than in ſuch times I could have expec- 
ir ted. There I preached the day after my ar- 
= rival 2 attentive 
neither was ſpari my pains in this kind 
nad ever ſince al the MEN 
ce, ' C more 
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more impatient of a biſhop, threatned my 
filencing. There though with ſome ſecret 
murmurs of diſaffected ons, I enjoyed 
peace till the ordinance of ſequeſtration came 
out, which was in the latter end of March fol - 
lowing. Then when | was in the | of 
receiving the profits of the foregoing half 
year for the maintenance of my family, were 
ail my rents ſtoped and diverted ; and in the 
April following came the ſequeſtrators, Mr. 
Soutberton, Mr. Tocly, Mr. Rawly, Mr. Green- 
weed, &c. to the palace, and told me that by 
vertue of an ordinance of parliament, th 
mult ſcize upon the palace, and all the eſtate 


I had, both real and perſonal, and according- 


ly ſent certain men appointed by them (where- 
of one had been burnt in the hand for the 


ly executed with all diligent ſeverity ; not 
leaving ſo much as a dozen of trenchers, or 
my children's pi out of their curious in- 
ventory ; they would even have appraiſed our 
wearing apparel h:d not alderman Tooly, and 
ſheriff Rewly (to whom I ſent to require their 
judgment cuncerning the ordinance in this 
point) declared their opinion to the contrary. 
Theſe goods, both library and houſehold ſtuff 
of all kinds, were appointed to be expoſed 
to public ſale. Much enquiry there was, when 
the goods ſhould be brought to the market, 
but in the — 4 r 
ious good gentle woman, whom yet we 
— known nor ſeen, being moved with com- 
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paſſion, very kindly offered to lay down to 
the ſequeſtrators the whole ſum that the goods 
were valued at, and was pleaſed to leave them 
in our hands for our uſe, till we might be able 
to repurchaſe them ; which ſhe did accord- 
ingly, and had the goods formally delivered 
to her by Mr. Smith, and Mr. Greenwoed, two 
ſequeſtrators. As for the books ſeveral ſta- 
tioners looked at them, but were not forward 
to buy them, at laſt Mr. Co:#, a worthy divine 
of this dioceſs, gave bond to the ſequeſtrators, 
to pay to them the whole ſum whereat they 
were ſt, which was afterwards fatisfied out 
of that poor pittance, that was allowed me 
my maintenance. As for my evidences 


they required them from me, I denied them, 


as not holding myſelf bound to deliver them : 
nailed and ſealed up the door, and took 
as they found with me. 

But before this the firſt noiſe that I heard 
of my trouble was, that one morning, before 
my ſervants were up, there came to my gate 
one Wright, a Landen trooper, attended with 
others, * entrance, threating, if they 
were not admitted, to break open the gates, 
whom I found at my firſt fight ing 
with one of my ſervants for a piſtol which he 
had in his hand. I demanded his buſineſs at 
that unſeaſonable time ; he told me he came 


to ſearch for arms and ammunition, of which 


I muſt be diſarmed ; I told him I had only 


two muſkets in the houſ, and no other mi- 


litary 


proviſion ; he, not reſting upon my 
look'd 
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into the cheſts and trunks, examined the veſ- 
ſels in the cellar, finding no other warlike 
furniture, he aſked me what horſes I had, for 
his commiſſion was to take them alſo ; I told 
him how ly I was ſtored, and that my 
5 me to travel on foot; 
in the concluſion he took one horſe for the 
preſent, and ſuch account 1 — 2 
did highly expoſtulate with me afterw 
char Thad otherwiſe diſpoſed of him. 
Now not only my rents preſent, but. the 
arrea of the former years, which I had 
in favour forborn to ſome tenants being trea- 
cherouſly confeſſed to the ſequeſtrators, were 
called for by them, and taken from me ; nei- 
ther was there any courſe at all taken for my 
maintenance: I therefore addreſſed myſelf ta 
the committee fitting here at Norwich, and. 
d-fired them to give order for ſome means, 
ut of that large patrimon of the church, 
to be allowed me. They ail thought it yer: 
Juſt, and there being preſent Sir Themas Wood- 
uſe and Sir Jobn Pets, parliament-men, it. 
was moved and held fit by them, and the reſt, 
that the * which the ous in par- 
liament had pitched upon, viz. 400 an- 
num, ſhould be allowed to me. My ford of 
XManchefter, who was then conceived to have 
great power in the matter of ſequeſtrations, 
was moved herewith, He apprehended it 
very juſt aud reaſonable, and wrote to the 
committee here to ſet out ſo many of the 
manors belonging to this biſhoprick, as ſhould 
amount to the ſum of 400 l. annually, which 
was 
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was anſwerably done under the hands of the 
whole table. And now I well hoped I ſhould 
have a good competency of maintenance 
out of that plentiful eſtate, which I might 
have had ; but thoſe hopes were no ſooner 
conceived than daſh'd ; for before I could 
ather up one quarter's rent, there comes 
wn an order from the committee for ſe- 
queſtrations above, under the hand of ſerjeant 
Wild, the chairman, procured by Mr. Mes 
Corbet, to inhibit any ſuch allowance, and tel- 
ling our committee here, that neither they, nor 
any other had any power to allow me any thing 
at all ; but if my wife found herſelf to need a 

pon her ſuit to the committee of 


iri lands, were taken up 

the ſequeſtrators in Nerfalk, Suffolk, and 
Efex, and we kept off from either allowance 
or account. At laſt, upon much preſſing, 
Beadle the Solicitor, and Raft the Collector, 
brought in an account, ſuch as it was; but 
ſo confuſed and perplexed, and 1 
perfect, that we never could come to know 
what a fifth meant; but they were con- 
tent to eat my books, ing off the ſum 
engaged for them out of the fifth part: mean 
x time 
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time the ſynods, both in Nerfolk and Suffolk, 
and all the ſpiritual profits of the dioceſs 
were alſo kept back, only ordinations and in- 
ſtitutions continued a while. But after the 
ppointed to be taken, and was 


ly ſwallowed, both by the clergy and 


ity, my of ordination was by ſome 
ſtrange vi reſtrained; for when I was go- 


ing on in my wonted courſe (which no law or 
ordinance had inhibitzd) certain forward vo- 
lunteers in the city banding together, ſtired up 
the mayor, aldermen and ſheriffs to call me 
to an account, for an open violation of their 
covenant; to this purpoſe, divers of them 
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formed him, and drawn that paper from 
him; that I would the next day give a full 
anſwer to the writing ; they moved that my 


anſwer might be by my appearance 
at the Cer, 1 eel en hee they 
ever head of a Biſhop of Norwich appeari 
before a Mayor ; I knew my own place, 
would take that way of anſwer which I 
thought fit, and ſo diſmiſſed them, who had 


given out that day, that had they known be- 
ull- 
the 


tore of my yoo py Mg re have 
ed me, and thoſe I had ordained, out 

chapel by the ears. While I received no- 
thing, yer, ſomething was required of me. ' 
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bey bad 

not t 

done it; a 
walls, and would come i houſe; their 
errand 5 for delin- 
quents: done I know 
not, way, 
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raiſe the officers for our reſcue, Another 
while, the Sheriff Toftes, and Alderman 
Linſey, attended with many zealous followers, 
came into my chapel to look for ſuperſtitious 
pictures and relicts of idolatry, and ſent for 
me, to let me know, they found thoſe win- 
dows full of images, which were very offen- 
five, and muſt be demoliſhed ; I told them 
were the pictures of ſome famous and 
worthy Biſhops, as St. Aabreſe, Aſtin, Tc. 
it was anſwered me, that they were Popes ; 
and one younger man among the reſt (Tcwn- 


ſhend, as I perceived afterwards) would take 
upon him to » that every dioceſan Bi- 
ſhop was Pope; I anfrered him with ſome 
ſcorn, tained leave that I might, with 
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ſentation in the world, but only the 
the founder, and ſkill of the maſon ; 


proceſſion, all 
both copes and f 
with the leaden croſs, 
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daily ſeſſion there, being a place both more 
hargleſs. The Com- 


other manſion, if we > be 
_ caſt out of this, which my wife was ſo will- 
ing to hold, that ſhe offered, (if the charge of 
the preſent Committee-Houſe were the things 
ood. upon) ſhe would be content to defray 
the ſum of the rent of that houſe from her 
fth part, but that might not be yielded; 
we muſt, and that in three weeks warning, 
by Midſummer-day then approaching; ſo that 
we might have laid in the ſtreet for oughg I 
know, had not the idence of God ſo order - 
- edit, chat a neighbour in the cloſe, one Mr. 
Goſtlin, a widower, was content to leave his 
houſe for us. 
This bath been my meaſure, wherefore I know 
net, Lord; thou knoweſs who only canſt remedy 
and end, and forgive or avenge this borrible op- 


Winen Moy 


Jos. Norvic. 


by after, this excellent Biſhop re- 
tired to a little eſtate, which he reated at 
Higham, near Norwich; where, notwithſtand- 


. * See Biographia-Britanxica, Vol. 4. Art. Hall 7 
. to Arne? of 


Biſhop Hall ; by Jebs ieee, Rector of Higham. 
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ing the narrowneſs of his circumſtances, he 
diſtributed a weekly charity to a certain num- 
ber of poor widows. —In this retirement he 
ended his life, September 8, 1656, aged 82 
years; and was buried in the church yard of 
that pariſh, without any memorial ; obſery- 
ing in his will, “I do not hold God's houſe 
& a meet 128 for the dead bodies of the 


os ſt ſaints. 

fie is univerſally allowed to have been a 
man of incomparable piety, meekneſs and 
modeſty, r knowledge of 
the world, and of great wit and learning. 
A Writer Þ obſerves of him, that © he 
be ſaid to have died with the pen in his 
He was commonly called our Engliſh Seneca; 
for his pure, plain, and full ſtyle. Not ill 
at controverfies, more happy at comments, very 
in his chareFers, better in his 
of all in his MEDITATIONS “.“ 


pt. 2. p. 56. 
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David ſoreſa the perpetuation of this holy ordi- 
nance, how much did he rejoice in the know- 
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2 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
ledge of it? who would not be glad to do good 
on condition, that it may ſo long out-live him? 
The ſucceſſive eee 
held on in a line never interrupted : even in a for- 
lorn and miſerable church, there may be a perſonal 
ſucceſſion : how little were the Fews better for 
this, when they had loſt the Urim and Thummim, 
fincerity of doctrine and manners ? this ſtayed 
Chriſt ; what is more ordinary, than wicked ſons 
of holy parents? It is the ſucceſſion of truth and 
holineſs, that makes or inſtitutes a church, what- 
ever become of the perſons : never times were ſo 
barren, as not to yield ſome good: the greateſt 
dearth affords ſome few good ears to the gleaners. 
Chriſt would not have come into the world, but 
he would have ſome faithful to entertain him: 
he, that had the diſpoſing of all times and men, 
there had been no equality, that all ſhould either 
precede or follow him, and none attend him. 
Zachary and Elizabeth are juſt, both of Aaron's 
blood, and John Baptiff of theirs ; whence ſhould 
an holy ſeed ſpring, if not of the loins of Levi ? 
It is not in the power of parents to traduce holi- 
neſs to their children: it is the blefling of God, 
tat frathy” (ham in the viewes of Gale gantace, 
tainty, but there is likelihood, of an holy gene- 
ration, when the parents are ſuch : — 


* To fol, is to put in pollſon, toinvet with right. 
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The ANGEL and ZACHARY. 3 
was juſt, as well as Zachary, that the fore- 
runner of a Saviour might be holy on both ſides : 
If the ſtock and the graft be not both good, there 
is much danger of the fruit : It is a happy 
match, when the husband and the wife are one, 
not only in themſelves, but in God, not more in 
fleſh than in the ſpirit. Grace makes no difference 
of ſexes, rather the weaker carries away the more 
honour, becauſe it hath had leſs helps: it is eaſy 
to obſerve, that the New Teſtament affordeth 
more ſtore of good women, than the old: Eli- 
zabeth led the ring of this mercy, whoſe barren- 
neſs ended in a miraculous fruit both of her body 
and of her time. 

This religious pair made no leſs progreſs in 


a fit fore-runner of him, that was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo a barren matron was meet 


God of order, and hates confuſion no lefs than 
irreligion: albeit he hath not fo ſtraitned himſelf 
B 2 under 


4 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


under the goſpel, as to tye his ſervice to perſons, 
or places, yet his choice is now no leſs curious, 
becauſe it is more large : he allows none, but the 
authoriſed ; he authoriſeth none but the worthy. 
The incenſe doth ever ſmell of the hand, that 
offers it ; I doubt not but that perfume was ſweet- 
er, which aſcended up from the hand of a juſt 
: the facrifice of the wicked is abomina- 
tion to God. There were courſes of miniſtration 
in the legal ſervices ; God never purpoſed to 
burden any of his creatures with devotion : how 
yain is the ambition of any foul, that would load 
itſelf with the univerſal charge of all men? How 
thanklefs is their labour, that do wilfully over- 
ſpend themſelves in their ordinary vocations ? 
As Zachary had a courſe in God's houſe, fo he 
carefully obſerved it ; the favour of theſe reſpites 
doubled his diligence : the more high and facred 
our calling is, the more dangerous is neglect: 
it is our honour, that we may be allowed to wait 
upon the God of heaven in theſe immediate ſer- 
vices: wo be to us, if we flacken thoſe duties, 
wherein God honours us more, than we can ho- 
nour him. 

ny hoo of Love, 30. of Gee Ge 
ſerved at once in the according to 
variety of employments : 8 
they agreed by lot to aſign themſelves to the ſe- 
veral offices of each day; the lot of this day 
called Zachary to offer incenſe in the outer temple : 
1 do not find any preſcription they had from God 
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within the temple, the people muſt ſend 
riſing, met 


; the people might 


up their prayers without. Their breath and that 
® ReſpeAful, dutiful, 


might be apparent; whilſt the prieſt ſends 
incenſe, though remote in the firſt 


incenſe 


ere they went up to heaven 
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6 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
no more go into the holy place to offer up the in- 
cenſe of prayers unto God, than Zachary might 
go into the holy of holies. Whilft the partition 
now every man is a prieſt unto God; every man 
(fince the veil was rent) prays within the temple : 
what are we the better for our greater freedom of 
— acceſs to God under the goſpel, if we do not 
make uſe of our privilege ? | 
Whiſt they were praying to God, he ſees an 
angel of God: as Gideon's angel went up in the 
ſmoke of the facrifice, ſo did Zachary's s angel (as 
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The ANGEL and ZACHARY. 7 


There is an order in that heavenly hierarchy, 
though we know it not : this angel, that appear- 


ſent ? and why this angel ? it had been eaſy for 
him to have raiſed up the prophetical ſpirit of ſome 
Simeon to this prediction ; the fame holy ghoſt, 
which revealed to that juſt man, that he ſhould 
not ſee death, ere he had ſeen the Meffias, might 
have as eaſily revealed unto him the birth of the 
ſore · runner of Chriſt, and by him to Zachary - 
but God would have this voice, which ſhould yo 
before his ſon, come with a noiſe : he would have 
it appear to the world, that the harbinger of the 
Meſfiah ſhould be conceived by the marvellous 
power of that God, whoſe coming he proclaim- 
ed. It was fit the firſt herald of the goſpel ſhould 
begin in wonder: the ſame angel, that came to 
the bleſſed virgin with the news of Chriſt's con- 
ception, came to Zachary with the news of John's, 
for the honour of him, that was the greateſt of 
them which were born of women, and for his 
better reſemblance to him, which was the ſeed of 
the woman: both had the goſpel for their errand, 
one as the meſſenger of it, the other as the au- 
thor ; both are foretold by the ſame mouth. 
When could it be more fit for the angel to ap- 
pear unto Zachary, than when prayers and incenſe 
were offered by him? where could he more fitly 
appear, than in the temple ? In what part of the 
B 4 temple 
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temple more fitly than at the altar of incenſe ? 
and where-abouts rather, than on the right 
fide of the altar ? thoſe glorious ſpirits as they 
are always with us, ſo moſt in our devotions, and 
as in all places, fo moſt of all in God's houſe : 
they rejoice to be with us, whilſt we are with 
God, as contrarily they turn their faces from us, 
when we go about our fins. 

He that had wont to live, and ſerve in the pre- 
ſence of the maſter, was now aſtoniſhed at the pre- 
ſence of the ſervant ; ſo much difference there is 
betwixt our faith, and our ſenfes, that the appre- 
henfion of the preſence of the God of ſpirits by 
faith goes down ſweetly with us, whereas the ſen- 
fible of an angel diſmays us. Holy 
Zachary, that had wont to live by faith, thought 
he ſhould die, when his ſenſe began to be ſet on 


work : it was the weakneſs of him, that ſerved 
at the altar without horror to be daunted with the 


not often vocally expreſs it, do pity our human 


ies, comfort 
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The AnGEL and ZACHARY. 9 
when we perceive it not: good and evil an- 
gh Gy we cnn i nb 

: the good deſire to take away fear, 
the evil to bring it : it is a fruit of that deadly 
enmity, which is betwixt Satan and us, that he 
whereas 


it up all the while; and when he thinks not of it, 
brings it forth to efteft. Thus doth the mercy 
our God deal with his patient and faithful ſup- 


10 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


of Zachary. The proof of children makes them 
either the bleſſings or croſſes of their parents: 
to hear what his ſon ſhould be before he was ; to 
hear that he ſhould have ſuch a ſon ; a ſon whoſe 
birth ſhould concern the joy of many; a ſon, that 
ſhould be great in the ſight of the Lord ; a fon, 
that ſhould be facred to God, filled with God, 
beneficial to man ; an harbinger to him, that was 
God and man, was news enough to prevent the 


angel, and to take away that tongue with amaze- 


ment, which was after loſt with incredulity. 

The ſpeech was ſo good, that it found not a 
ſudden belief : this good news ſurpriſed Zachary ; 
if the intelligence had taken leiſure, that his 
thoughts might have had time to debate the matter 
he had eaſily apprehended the infinite power of 
him that had promiſed ; the pattern of Abraham 
and Sarah ; and would ſoon have concluded the 
appearance of the angel more miraculous than his 
prediction: whereas now, like a man masked 
with the ſtrangeneſs of that he faw and heard, 
he miſdoubts the and asks : how ball 7 
hnow ? Nature was on his fide, and alledged the 
impoſſibility of the event, both from age and bar- 
renneſs : ſupernatural tidings at the firſt hearing 
by thoſe, which upon further acquaintance give 


them the beſt welcome. | 

The weak apprehenſions of our imperfeCt faith are 
not ſo much to be cenſured as piticd : it is a certain 
60 


Underſtanding. 
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12 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


prehend, and we muſt comprehend that by our 
faith, which is diſclaimed by reaſon ; Hager muſt 


alone. 
The authority of the reporter makes way for 
belief in things, which are otherwiſe hard to credit; 
although in the matters of God we ſhould not 


de driven out of doors, that Sarah may rule 
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The AnczL and ZAcmarty. 17 
which may plead the moſt colourable pretences in 
his beſt children, without a ſenſible check : it is 
us in the leaſt fin ; yea rather the more acquain» 
tance we have with his majeſty, the more ſure we 
are of correction when we offend : this may pro- 
cure us more favour in our well-doing, not lefs 


F 
15 


the world might be 
put extraordina- 
ry | his voice, 
by | faid ſo much 
as his dumbneſs: Zachary would fain have ſpoken 
and with us too many are dumb, 
and partiality, ſtop 
the mouths fay, woe 

to 
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The AWNUNCIATION of CHRIST. rs 
the month, not the name of the angel is conceal- 
ed: every particle imports not more certainty. 


than excellence : the time is the fixth month after 
John's conception, the prime of the ſpring : Chrift 
was conceived in the ſpring, born in the folftice : 
he in whom the world received a new life, receives 
life in the ſame ſeaſon, wherein the world receiv- 
ed his firſt life from him ; and he who ftretches 
out the days of his church, and lengthens them 


in heaven, that did ſo much concern the earth, as 
the conception of the God of heaven in womb of 
earth: no leſs than an arch-angel was worthy 
to bear theſe tidings, and never any angel received 
à greater honour, than of this embaſlage. 

It was fit our reparation ſhould anfwer our fall; 


16 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
with what joy did this holy angel bring the news 
 ' of that Saviour, in whom we are redeemed to 
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virginity by marriage. 

2 Whether doth this zlorious angel come ta find | 
the mother of lin that yas God, but to obſcure 
Galike? 


The Aununciarion of CHRIST. 17 
Galilee? a part, which even the Fews themſelves 
deſpiſed, as forſaken of their privileges, (out of 
Galilee ariſeth no prophet,) behold, an angel 
comes to that Galilez, out of which no prophet 
comes, and the God of prophets and angels de- 
ſcends to be conceived in that Galilee, out of 
which no prophet ariſeth : he that filleth all pla- 
ces, makes no difference of places. It is the 
© perſon who gives honour and privilege to the 
place, not the place to the perſon ; as the preſence 
of God makes the Heaven, the Heaven doth not 
make the honour glorious: no blind corner of 
angel : the favours of God will find out his chil- 
dren, whereſoever they are withdrawn. 

It is the faſhion of God to ſeek out the moſt 
deſpiſed, on whom to beſtow his honours, we 
cannot run as from the judgments, a — 
from the mercies of our God : the cottages of 
Galilee are preferred by God to the famous pala- 
ces of Jeruſalem ; he cares not how homely he 
converſe with his own : why ſhould we be tranſ- 
ported with the outward glory of places, whilſt 
our God regards it not? we are nat of the angels 
diet, if we had not rather be with the bleſſed Vir- 
gin at Nazareth, than with the proud dames in 
the court of Feruſalem : it is a great vanity to 
reſpect any thing above goodneſs, and to diſcfteem 
goodneſs for any want. The angel falutes the 
virgin, he prays not to her ; he ſalutes her as a 
| faint, he prays not to her as a goddeſs: For us 

| to 
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to ſalute her as he did, were groſs preſumption ; 
for neither are we, as he was, neither is ſhe, as 
ſhe was: If he that was a fpirit ſaluted her, that 
was fleſh and blood here on earth, it is not for 
us, that are fleſh and blood to falute her, which 
is a glorious ſpirit in heaven: for us, to pray to 
her in the angels ſalutation, were, to abuſe the 

But how gladly do we ſecond the angel in the 
praiſe of her, which was more ours, than his ? 
How juſtly do we blefs her, whom the angel pro- 
nounceth bleſſed ? how worthily is ſhe honoured 
of men, whom the angel proclaimeth beloved 
of God? O bleſſed Mary, he cannot bleſs thee, 
he cannot honour thee too much, that deifies thee 


man, that had come to her in that ſecrecy 
ſuddennefs, ſhe could not but have been troubled, 
how much more, when the ſhining glory of the 
perſon doubled the aſtoniſhment. 

The troubles of holy minds end ever in com- 
fort : joy was the errand of the angel, and not 
terrour. Fear (as all paſſions) diſquiets the heart 
and makes it for the time unfit to receive the 
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The AnwunciaTion of CHRIST. 19 


theſe troubleſom miſts of paſſions ; and ſent out 
the beams of heavenly conſolation in the remo- 
teſt corner of her ſoul by the glad news of her 
Saviour. How can joy but enter into her heart, 
out of whoſe womb ſhall come falvation ? what 
room can fear find in that breaſt, that is aſſured 
of favour; Fear not, Mary; for thou haſt found 
favour with God : Let thoſe fear, who know they 
are in diſpleaſure, or know not they are gracious : 
thine happy eſtate calls for confidence, and that 
confidence for joy : what ſhould, what can they 
fear, who are favoured of him, at whom the de- 
vils tremble ? not the preſence of the good angels, 


—— 
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Lo, thou ſhalt conceive and bear a ſon, and ſhait 
call his name Jeſus. It is a queſtion, whether there 
be more wonder in the conception, or in the fruit ; 


both are marvellous, but the former doth not 
more exceed all other wonders, than the latter 
exceedeth it. For the child of a virgin is the 
re · improvement of that power, which created 
the world : but that God ſhould be incarnate of 
a virgin, was an abaſement of his majeſty, and an 
exaltation of the creature beyond all cxample. 
Well was that child worthy to make the mother 
bleſſed : here was a double conception; one in 
the womb of her body, the other of the foul : 
If that were more miraculous, this was more be- 
neficial ; that was her this was her 
happineſs : If that were ſingular to her, this is 
common to all his choſen : There is no renewed 
heart, wherein thou, O Saviour, art not formed 
again. Bleſſed be thou, that haſt herein made 
us bleſſed. For what womb can conceive thee, 
and not partake of thee ? who can partake of 
thee, and not be happy ? 

' Doubtleſs the virgin underſtood the angel, as 
de meant of a preſent conception, which made 
her ſo much more inquiſitive into the manner 
and means of this event: How Shall this be, fince 
Ihe not a man ? That ſhe ſhould conceive a 
fon by the knowledge of man after her 


marriage 

conſummate, could have been no wonder : But 
how then ſhould that fon of hers be the fon of 
God ? 


the conception of the virgin; or Jeſus conceived: 
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The AnvuxciaTion of CHRIST. 21 


what he will do: O God, what do we ſeck a clear 
light, where thou wilt have a ſhadow ? no mo- 


ther knows the manner of her natural concep- 
tion ; what preſumption ſhall it be for fleſh and 
blood, to fearch how the fon of God took fleſh 
and blood of his creature ? Itis for none, but the 
Almighty to know thoſe works, which he doth 
immediately concerning himſelf ; thoſe that con- 
cern us, he hath revealed: ſecrets to God, things 
revealed to us. © Ta 
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The anſwer was not fo full, but that a thou- 
ſand difficulties might ariſe out of the particulari- 


ties of fo ſtrange a meſſage, yet after the angel's | 
folution, we hear of no more objections, no more | 


interrogations : the faithful heart, when it once 


underſtands the good pleaſure of God, argues no 


more: but ſweetly reſts itſelf in a quiet expecta- 
tion ; Behold the ſervant of the Lord, be it to me 
according to thy word. There is not a more 
noble proof of our faith, than to captivate all the 
powers of our and will to our 
creator, and without all ſciſcitations to go blind- 
fold, whither he will lead us: all diſputations 
with God (after his will known) ariſe from infi- 
delity : great is the myſtery of godlinefs, and if 


we will give nature leave to cavil, we cannot be 


chriſtians. O God thou art faithful, thou art 


powerful: it is enough, that thou haſt faid it ; 
in the humility of our obedience we reſign our- 
ſelves over to thee: behold the ſervants of the 
Lord, be it unto us, according to thy word. 

How fit was her womb to conceive the fleſh of 
the ſon of God, by the power of the Spirit of 
God, whoſe breaſt had fo ſoon by the power of the 
ſame Spirit conceived an aſſent to the will of God, 
and now of an hand-maid of God, ſhe is advanced 
to the mother of God: no ſooner hath ſhe faid 
(be it done) than it is done, the Holy Ghoſt 
over-ſhadows her, and forms her Saviour in her 
own body. This very angel, that talks with the 


bleſſed 
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| not to viſit us, but to dwell with us, to dwell 


in us! 


| | 


III. The Barn of CHRIST. 
Se. Luxx, chap. ii. ver. 1=—14. 


AS 4 the aQtions of men, fo eſpecially the 

public actions of public men are ordered by 
God to other ends than their own : this edit 
went not ſo much out from Argu/fxs, as from the 
court of Heaven. What, did Ceſar know Je- 
faph and Mary His charge was univerſal to a 
world of ſubjecta, through all the Reman empire: 
God intended this cenſion only for the bleſſed 
virgin and her fon, that Chi might be born, where 
be ſhould : Caſar meant to fill his coffers, God 
meant to fulfil his propheſfies, and fo tp fulfil 
them, that thoſe whom it concerned might 
fee] the accompliſhment : If God had directiy 
commanded the virgin to go up to Bethlehem, 
but that wiſe + moderator of all things, that works 
his will in us, loves fo to do it, as may be leaſt 
with our fore-fight and acquaintance, and would 
have us fall under his decrees unswares, that we 
may ſo much the more adore the depths of his 
providence : every creature walks blindfold, only 
be that dwells in light, fees whither they go. 


© Taxing or enrolling. + Ruler. 


SO TREE MEFS EIS OQOESL PASS mL SH 


4 


S SEL ESUTIITREEOEN» THHeT 


The BIX TRH of CHRIST. 25 


Doubtleſs, bleſſed Mary meant to have been 
delivered of her divine burden at home, and little 
thought of changing the place of conception for 
another of her birth : that houſe was honoured by 
the angel, yea, by the over-ſhadowing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, none could equally fatisfy her hapes 
or deſires. It was fit that he, who made choice 
of the womb, wherein his ſon ſhould be conceiv- 
ſon ſhould be born. As the work is all his, fo 
will he alone contrive all the circumſtances to his 


the deep peace of all the world under that quiet 
ſceptre, which made way for him who was the 
prince of peace: if wars be a ſign of the time of 
his ſecond coming, peace was a fign of his firſt: 


dent of Syria; Judas hath nothing of her own. 

For Hered, if he were a king, yet he was no 

Jew, and if he had been a Jew, yet he was no 

otherwiſe a king, than tributary, and titular. 

The edict came out from Augnftus, was executed 

by Cyrenizs ; Herad is no actor in this ſervice : 
Vor. I. 88 


1 


26 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
gain and glory are the ends of this taxation, each 
man profeſt himſelf a ſubject, and paid for the 
privilege of his ſervitude. Now their very heads 
were not their own, but muſt be paid for to the 
head of a foreign ſtate : they which before flood 
upon the terms of their immunity, ſtoop at the 
laſt : the proud ſuggeſtions of Judas the Galilean 
might ſhed their blood, and fwell their ſtomachs, 
but could not eaſe their yoke, neither was it the 
meaning of God, that holineſs (if they had been 
as they pretended) ſhould ſhelter them from ſub- 
jection: a tribute is impoſed upon God's free 
people ; this act of bondage brings them liberty. 
Now when they ſeemed moſt neglefted of God, 
they are bleſſed with a redeemer ; when they are 
ö God ſends 
them a king of their own, to whom Ceſar 
himſelf muſt be a ſubjeft: the goodneſs of our 
God picks out the moſt needful times of our re- 
gory- 322 oſeph and Mary 
David's 
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pouredf it on the ground, and wouldſt not drink 
of it. This was that living water, for which 


th for God, for the living God. 

It was no leſs than four days journey from Ne- 
zareth to Bethlehem : how juſt an excuſe might 
the bleſſed Virgin have pleaded for her abſence ? 
What woman did ever undertake ſuch a journey 


| fo near her delivery? and doubtleſs Joſeph, who 


was now taught of God to love and honour her, 
was loth to draw forth a dear wife, in fo un- 
wieldy a caſe, into ſo manifeſt hazard : but the 
charge was peremptory, the obedience exempla- 
ry; the deſire of an inoffenſive obſervance even 
of heatheniſh authority, digeſts all difficulties : 
we may not take eaſy occaſions to withdraw our 
obedience to ſupreme commands ; yea how didit 
thou (O Saviour) by whom Auguſtus reigned, in 
the womb of thy mother yield this homage to 


C 2 Augruſtns : 
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Auguſtus : The firſt leſſon that ever thy example 
taught us was obedience. 

After many ſteps are Foſeph and Mary come to 
Bethlehem : the plight wherein ſhe was, would 
journey cauſeth diſappointment : 


' themſelves; and thither came up all the couſins 
of their blood : yet there and then doth the holy 
Virgin want room to lay either her head, or her 
burden. If the houſe of David had not loſt all 


mercy and good nature, a daughter of David 
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tures? how ſhould we learn both to want and 
abound, from thee, who abounding with the 
glory 
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32 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
raiſe this note high enough to the praiſe of our 
glorious redeemer. 

No ſooner do the ſhepherds hear the news of 
a Saviour, than they run to Bethlehem to ſeek 
him ; thoſe that left their beds to tend their flocks» 
| leave their flocks to enquire after their Saviour: 
no earthly thing is too dear to be forſaken for 
Chrift : if we ſuffer any worldly occaſion to ſtay 
us from Bethlehem, we care more for our ſheep 
than our fouls : it is not poſſible that a faithful 
heart ſhould hear where Chrift is, and not labour 
to the ſight, to the fruition of him. Where art 
thou, O Saviour, but at home in thine own houſe, 
in the aſſembly of thy faints ? where art thou 
to be found but in thy word and facraments ? yea 
there thou ſeekeſt for us: if there we haſte not 
to ſeek for thee, we are worthy to want thee, 
worthy that our want of thee here, ſhould make 
us want the preſence of thy face for ever. 


IV. The Sac xs and the STAR. 
&. MaTTHEW chap. ii. ver. 1—12. 
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36 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
paſſes over, and reveals his will to babes. Had 
theſe ſages met with the ſhepherds of the villages 
ligence of Chriſt, which they did vainly ſeek 
from the learned ſcribes of Jeruſalem : the greateſt 
clerks are not always the wiſeſt in the affairs of 
God: theſe things go not by diſcourſe, but by re- 
velation. 

the noiſe of than it is vaniſhed out of 
fight : God would have their eyes lead them io 
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Herod's own loins, the more grievous it was 
to light upon a: ſtranger: If Herod had not 
over-much affected greatneſs, he had not upon 
thoſe indirect terms aſpired to the crown of Jew- 
ry; ſo much the more therefore did it trouble him 
to hear the rumour of a ſuoceſſor, and that not 
of his own. Settled greatneſs cannot abide either 
change or partnerſhip : if any of his ſubjefts had 
moved this queſtion, I fear his head had anſwer- 
ed it. It is well, that the name of 
could excuſe theſe fages: Pr 


brought up among the Fews, and not have heard 
many and confident reports of a Meſſias, that 
ſhould ere long ariſe out of Iſrael; and now when 
he hears the fame of a. king born, whom a ſtar 
from heaven ſignifies and attends ; he is nettled 
with the news. Every thing affrights the guilty, 
uſurpation is full of jealouſies and fear ; no leſs 
full of projects and imaginations ; it makes us 
= every buſh a man, and every man a 
Why art thou troubled, O Hered ? a king is 
born, but ſuch a king, as whoſe ſceptre may ever 
concur with lawful ſovereignty ; yea ſuch a king, 


them. If the wiſe men tell thee of a king, the 
ſtars tell thee he is heavenly : here is good cauſe 
of ſecurity, none of fear: the moſt general en- 
mities and oppoſitions to good, ariſe from miſtak. 
ings: if men could but know, how much ſafety 
and ſweetneſs there is in all divine truth, it could 
| receive 
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Miſconceits have been ftill guilty 
of all wrongs and perſecutions. But if Hered 
were troubled (as tyranny is ſtill ſuſpicious) why 
was all troubled with him ? Feruſalem, 
which now might hope for a relaxation of her 
bonds, for the recovery of her liberty and right ? 
which now had only cauſe to lift up her 
drooping head in the joy and happineſs of a re- 
deemer? yet not Hered's eourt, but even Feru- 
falem was troubled ; fo had this miſerable city 
been over-toiled with change, that now they were 
ſettled in a condition quietly evil, they are trou- 
bled with the news of better, they had now gota 
habit of ſervility, and are fo acquainted with the 
yoke, that the very noiſe of liberty (which they 
ſuppoſed would not come with eaſe) began to be 
unwelcome. 

To turn the cauſes of joy into ſorrow, argues 
extreme dejetedneſs, and a diſtemper of judg- 
ment no leſs than deſperate : fear puts on a viſor 
of devotion; Herod calls his learned council, 
and as not doubting whether the Meffiah ſhould be 
born, he asks, where he ſhall be born ? In the 
diſparition ® of that other light, there is a perpe- 
tually fixed Rar, ſhining in the writings of the 
direftly unto Bethlehem : as yet envy and preju- 
dice had not blinded the eyes, and perverted the 
hearts of the Jet —_ 


1 Diſappearance. 
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condemn, and by thus juſtifying him condemn 


The Sacrs and the STAR, 39 
juſtify that Chrisi, whom they afterwards 


themſelves in rejecting him: the water that is 
troubled, yields the viſage perſectiy. If God had 
no more witneſs, but from his enemies, we have 
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upon their way, full of expectation, full ef deſire; 
I ſee no man either of the city or court, to ac- 
company them; whether diſtruſt, or fear hindred 
them, I enquire not: but of ſo many thouſand 
Jes, no one ſtirs his foot to ſee that king of theirs 
which ſtrangers came fo far to viſit : yet were not 
theſe reſolute ſages diſcouraged with this ſolitari- 
neſs, and ſmall reſpect, nor drawn to repent of 
their journey, as thinking, what do we come ſo 
far to honour a king, whom no man will acknow- 
ledge? what mean we to travel ſo many hun- 
dred miles to fee that, which the inhabitants 
will not look out to behold ? but cheerfully re- 
new their journey to that place, which the an. 


behold, God encourages their holy forwardneſs 


as if he had faid, what need ye care for the neg- 
lect of men, when ye ſee Heaven honours the 
king whom ye ſeek? what joy theſe ſages con- 
rance of that happy ftar, they only can tell, that 
after a long and fad night of temptation, have 
ſeen the loving countenance of God ſhining forth 
upon their ſouls : If with obedience and courage 
we can follow the calling of God, in difficult en- 
terpriſes, we ſhall not want ſupplies of com- 
fort. Let not us be wanting to God, we ſhall 
be ſure he cannot be wanting to us. 

He that led Jfrae! by a pillar of fire into the 
land of promiſe, leads the wiſe men by a ſtar to 


the 


cient light of propheſy had deſigned ; and now 
from Heaven, by ſending them their firſt guide,. 
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far afar off in the caſt, when he lay fwaddled in 
Bethlehem, do alſo ſee his royalty farther off, in 
the deſpiſed eftate of his infancy : OP 
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than human: they well knew that ftars did not 
uſe to attend earthly kings; and if their aim 
had not been higher, what was a Jewiſh king to 
Per fian ftrangers ? anſwerable therefore hereunto 
was their adoration. Neither did they lift up 
empty hands to him, whom they worſhipped, but 
preſented him with the moſt precious commodi- 
ties of their country, gold, incenſe, and myrrh ; 
not as thinking to enrich him with theſe, but by 
way of homage acknowledging him the Lord of 
theſe. If theſe ſages had been kings, and had 
offered a princely weight of gold, the bleſſed virgin 
had not needed in her purification to have offered 
two young pigeons, 23 the fign of ber penury : 
as God loves not empty hands, fo he meafures 
fulneſe by the aſſection: let it be gold, or incenſe, 


or myrrh, that we offer him, it cannot but 
him, who doth not uſe to ask, how much, 
how good. 


V. The Pun tricariom. 
Se. Lux chap. ii. ver. 21 24» 


ERE could be no impurity in the fon of 
God ; and if the beſt ſubſtance of a pure 
virgin, carried in it any taint of Adam, that was 
feoured away by fanftification in the womb; 
and yet the fon would be circumciſed and the 
mother purified : he that came to be fin for us, 
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would in our perſons be legally unclean, that by 
ſatisfying the law, he might take away our un- 
cleanneſs : though he were exempted from the 
common condition of our birth, yet he would not 


deliver himſelf from thoſe ordinary rites, that im- 


plied the weakneſs and blemiſhes of humanity : 
he would fulfil one law to abrogate it, another to 
fatisfy it ; he that was above the law would come 
under the law to free us from the law: not a day 
would be changed, either in the circumciſion of 
Chriſt, or the purification of Mary. Here was 
neither convenience of place, nor of necefſaries 
for fo painful a work, in the fable of Bathlebem ; 
yet he that made and gave the law, will rather 
- 4 with difficulty, than tranſgreſs it with 
Why wouldſt thou, O bleſſed Saviour, ſuffer 
that ſacred foreskin to be cut off, but that by the 


Power of thy circumciſion the fame might be 


done to our fouls, that was done to thy body ? 
we cannot be therefore thine, if our hearts be 
uncircumciſed : do chou that in us, which was 
done to thee for us ; cut off the of 
our maliciouſneſs, that we may be holy, in and 
by thee, who for us wert content to be legally 


into the world ; that 2 ſharp razor ſhould paſa 
through thy akin for our fakes (which can hardly 
endure 
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*. Herod ſeeks after ? Yet unto that Feruſe- 
lem, which was troubled at the report of his birth, 
-4 come, and all tongues are ſo locked up, 
Jeruſalem to Bethlehem 

to 
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to ſeek him, finds him not, who (as to counter- 
mine Herod) is come from Bethlehem to 
lem. Dangers that are afar off, and but poſſible, 
may not hinder us from the duty of our devotion. 
God ſaw it not yet time to let looſe the fury of his 
adverſaries, whom he holds up, like ſome eager 
moſt ſhame themſelves and glorify him. 

Well might the bleſſed virgin have wrangled 
with the law, and challenged an immunity from 
all ceremonies of purification ; what ſhould I 
need purging, which did not conceive in fin? 
this is for thoſe mothers, whoſe births are unclean, 
mine is from God, which is purity itſelf: the 
law of Moſes reaches only to thoſe women, which 
have conceived ſeed , I conceived not this ſeed, 
but the Holy Ghoſt in me : the law extends to 
the mothers of thoſe ſons, which are under the 
law ; mine is above it. But as one, that cared 
more for her peace, than her privilege, and more 
deſired to be free from offence, than from labour 
and charge, ſhe dutifully fulfils the law of that 
God, whom ſhe carried in her womb, and in 
her arms: like the mother of him, who, though 
he knew the children of the kingdom free, yet 
would pay tribute to Ceſar : like the mother of 
him, whom it behoved to fulfil all righteouſneſs : 
and if ſhe were ſo officious in ceremonies, as not 
to admit of any excuſe in the very circumſtance 
of her obedience : how much more ſtrict was ſhe 
in 
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in the main duties of morality ? that ſoul is fit for 
the ſpiritual conception of Chriſt, that is conſcion 
ably ſcrupulous in obſerving all Gods command- 
ments, whereas he hates all alliance to a negligent 


world us ? they are groſs flatterers of nature, that 
tell her, the is clean: if our lives had no fin, we 
ing enough with us ; the very infant that lives 
I A tot is, ws 
is ſinful in himſelf. But ob, the unſpeakable mercy 
of our God! we provide the fin, he provides the re- 
medy : behold an expiation well near as early as our 
fin; the blood of a young lamb or dove, yea 
rather the blood of him whoſe innocence was re- 
preſented by both, cleanſeth us preſently from 
our filthinefs. Firſt, went circumciſion, then 
came 
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came the ſacrifice, that by two holy acts, that 
which was naturally unholy, might be hallowed 
unto God : Under the goſpel our baptiſm hath the 
force of both : it does away our corruption by the 
water of the Spirit. It applies to us the facrifice 
of Chriff's blood, whereby we are cleanſed : oh 
that we could magnify this goodneſs of our 
may be delivered from the danger of our heredi- 
tary evils. 

Such is the favourable reſpect of our wiſe 
God, that he would not have us undo ourſelves 
with devotion : the fervice he requires of us, is 
ruled by our abilities : Every poor mother was 
not able to bring a lamb for her offering : there 
was none fo poor, but might procure a pair of tur- 
tles or pigeons. Theſe doth God both preſcribe 
and accept from poorer hands, no leſs than the 
beaſts of a thouſand mountains : he looks for ſome- 
what of every one, not of every one alike: ſince 
it is he, that makes differences of abilities (to 
whom it were as eaſy to make all rich) his mercy 
will make no difference in the acceptation: the 
truth and heartineſs of obedience is that, which 
he will crown in his meaneſt ſervants: a mite 
from the poor widow, is more worth to him, 
than the talents of the wealthy. 


3 | After 
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After all the preſents of thoſe eaſtern worſhip- 
pers (who intended rather homage than ditation® ) 
the bleſſed virgin comes in the form of poverty, 
with her two doves unto God; ſhe could not 
without ſome charge lie all this while at Bethle- 
hem, ſhe could not without charge travel. from 
Bethlehem to Jeruſalem ; her offering confeſſeth 
her penury ; the beſt are not ever the wealthieſt : 
who can deſpiſe any one for want, when the mo- 
ther or Chriſt was not rich enough to bring 2 
lamb for her purification? we may be as happy 
in ruſſet as in tiſſue. 


her fon, for whom ſhe brought that dove to be 
ſented : there was nothing in him but perfection 
of innocence, and the oblation of him is that, 
whereby all mothers and ſons are fully purified. 
Since in ourſelves we cannot be innocent, happy 
are we, if we can have the ſpotleſs dove facrificed 
for us, to make us innocent in him. 

The bleſſed virgin had more buſineſs in the 
' temple than her own; ſhe came, as to purify her- 
ſelf, ſo to preſent her ſon ; every male that firſt 


that was the fon of God by eternal generation 
before 
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before times, and by miraculous conception in 
time, was alſo by common courſe of nature con- 
ſecrate unto God: It is fit the holy mother ſhould 
preſent God with his own ; Her firſt-born was 
the firſt-born of all creatures. It was he, whoſe 
temple it was, that he was preſented in, to whom 
all the firſt-born of all creatures were conſecrated, 
by whom they were accepted, and now is he 
brought in his mother's arms to his own houſe, 
and as man is preſented to himſelf as God. If 
Aoſes had never written law of God's ſpecial 
propriety in the firſt born, this fon of God's eſ- 
ſence and love. had taken poſſeſſion of the temple: 
his right had been a perſect law to himſelf. Now 
his obedience to that law, which himſelf had 
given, doth no leſs call him thither, than the 
challenge of his peculiar intereſt. 

He that was the Lord of all creatures (ever- 


done only by the heireſs of [free]: But fince God 


for the honour and remuneration® of Levi, had 
choſen out that tribe to miniſter unto him, now 
the firſt-born of all Fee! muſt be preſented to 
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rr 
exchanged for a price. much morality 1s 
there in this conſtitution of God, that the beſt of 
all kinds I 
all, every thing we have is too us, Wwe 
did the temple now ſeem, that 
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having heard what the wiſemen ſaid of the ſtar, 

| what Simeon and Fane ſaid in the temple, labours 

not ſo much to reconcile his thoughts, as to ſub- 

| , jetthem; and as one, that knew it ſafer to ſup- 
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cannot comprehend. 

Oh ſtrange condition of the king of all the world! 
hecould not be born in a baſcr eſtate, yet even this 
de cannot enjoy with ſafety. There was no room 


for him in Bethlehem, there will be room for him 
in Fadea : he is no ſooner come to his own, than 
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the ſom of God: he, that is every where the 
fame, makes all places alike to his : he makes the 
fiery furnace a gallery of pleaſure, the lyon's den 
an houſe of defence, the whale's belly a lodging 
chamber, Egypt an harbour. 

He flees that was able to preſerve himſelf from 
rn 
we cannot avoid otherwiſe. It 
is a bo GR our throat unto 
the knife : he, that came to die for us, fled for 
his own preſervation, and hath bid us follow him; 
when they perſecute you in one city, flee into another. 
We have but the uſe of our lives, and we are 
bound to husband them to the beſt advantage of 
God and his church : God hath made us, not as 
butts to be perpetually ſhot at, but as the marks 


UP T_T EET TTY” EY”: 


”o © 71g 


RN 1 * 


— nn: en 


name and blood: the going 


HEROD and the Infants. 57 
Good having this charge in the night, 
cr ey. ates 
ſaid Ariſe, than he ſtarts up and ſets forward: it 
was not diffidence, but obedience that did fo haſten 
his departure, the charge was direct, the buſineſs 
important. He dares not linger for the light, 
but breaks his reſt for the journey, and taking 
advantage of the dark, departs towards Egypt : 
how knew he this occaſion would abide any delay? 
we cannot be too ſpeedy in the execution of God's 
commands, we may be too late: here was no 
treaſure to hide, no hangings to take down, no 
lands to ſecure ; the poor carpenter needs do no 
more but lock the door and away: he goes light - 
ly that wants a load: if there be more pleaſure 
in abundance, there is more ſecurity in a mean 
eſtate. The buſtard or the oftridge, when he is 


the lark mounts with caſe. The rich hath not fo 
much advantage of the poor in enjoying, 25 the 
poor hath of the rich in leaving. 
Now is Foſeph come down into Egypt : Egypt 
was beholden to the name, as that whereto - 
it did owe no leſs than its univerſal preſervation : 
well might it repay this act of i to that 
ing down into Egypt had 
not ſo much difficulty, as the ſtaying there: 
there abſence from their country was little better 
than a baniſhment ; but what was this other, than 
to ſerve an apprenticeſhip in the houſe of bondage ? 
to be any where fave at home, was irkſfome : 
os - bue 
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but to be in Egypt ſo many years amongſt idola- 
trous pagans, muſt needs be painful to religious 
hearts : the command of their God, and the pre- 
ſence of GH nuke amends for all : how long 
ſhould they have thought it to ſee the temple of 
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6 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
of an impotent and furious envy had not made 
theo thirſty of blood: it is not long that thou 


ſhalt enjoy this cruelty : after a few hateful years 
thy ſoul ſhall feet the weight of fo many inno- 
cents, of ſo many juſt curſes. 

He for whoſe fake thou killedſt ſo many, ſhall 
ſtrike thee with death ; and then what wouldſt 
thou have given to have been as one of thoſe in- 
fants, whom thou murderedſt ? in the mean time, 
of their unpartial diſpatch, thou ſiniledſt to think 
how thou hadit defeated thy rival, and beguiled 
the ſtar and deluded the prophecies, whilſt God 
in heaven and his fon on earth laugh thee to ſcorn, 
and make thy rage an occaſion of further glory to 
him, whom thou meaneſt to ſuppreſs. 

He that could take away the lives of others, 
cannot protract his on: Hered'is now ſent home, 
the coaſt is clear for the return of that holy fami- 
ly; now God calls them from their exile : Chriff 
and his mother had not ftaid fo long out of the 
confines of the reputed viſible church, but to 
teach us continuance under the eroſs : ſometimes 
God ſees it good for us, not to fip of the cup of 
aflition, but to make a diet-drink of it, for con- 
ſtant and common uſe: if he allow us no other 
liquor for many years, we muſt take it off cheer- 


fully, and know, that it is but the meaſure of our 
betters. 


Feſepb and Mery ſtir not without command 3 
their departure, ſtay, removal is ordered by the 
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HEROD and the Inrawrs.  6r 
voice of God : if Egypt had been more tedious 
unto them, they durſt not move their foot, till 
they were bidden: it is good in our own buſineſs 
to follow reaſon or cuſtom: but in God's buſineſs, 
if we have any other guide but himſelf we pre- 
ſume, and cannot expect a blefling. « 

O the wonderful diſpenſation of God in con- 
cealing of himſelf from men! Cbriſ was now ſome 
five years old; he bears himſelf as an infant, and 
knowing all things, neither takes nor gives notice 
of ought concerning his removal and 
but appoints that to be done by his angel, which 
the angel could not have done, but by him: fince 
he would take our nature, he would be a per- 
ſect child, ſuppreſſing the manifeſtation and ex- 
erciſe of that God-head, whereto that infant- 
nature was conjoined. Even fo, O Saviour, the 
humility of thine infancy was anfwerable to that 
of thy birth: the more thou hideſt and abaſeſt 
thyſelf for us, the more ſhould we magnify thee, 
the more ſhould we deject ourſelves for thee : unto 
thee with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
honour and glory now and for ever. Amen. 
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VI. CHRIST among the Doctors. 
St. Luxx, chap. ii. ver. 41—to the end. 


VEN the ſpring ſhews us what we may 
hope for of the tree in ſummer; in his non- 


E 


age, therefore, would our Saviour give us a taſte 
of 
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of his future proof, leſt if his perſection ſhould 
have ſhewed itſelf without warning to the world, 
it ſhould have been entertained with more wonder 
than belief; now this act of his childhood ſhall 
prepare the faith of men by fore · expectation; if 
notwithſtanding all this early demonſtration of his 
divine the incredulous Fetus could after- 
wards ſay, whence hath this man his wiſdom and 
great works ? what would they have faid, if he 
had fuddenly leapt forth into the 'clear light of 
the world ? the fun would dazzle all eyes, if he 
ſhould break forth at his firſt rifing into his full 
firength ; now he hath both the day-ftar to go 
before him, and to bid men look for that glorious 
body, and the lively colours of the day, to publiſh 
his approach : the eye is comforted, not hurt by 


only for the males: I do not find the bleſſed Vir- 
gin bound to this voyage, the weaker ſex received 
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| thoſe that will go no further than they are dragged 


in their religious exerciſes, are no whit of kin to 
her, whom all generations ſhall call bleſſed. 
The child J in the minority of his age, 
went up with his parents to the holy ſolemnity, 
not this year only, but in all likelihood others 
alſo ; he in the power of whoſe Godhead, and by 
the motion of whoſe ſpirit, all others aſcended 
thither, would not himſelf Ray at home. In all 
his examples he meant our inſtruction : this pious 
aft of his nonage intended to lead our firſt years 
into timely devotion. The firſt liquor ſeaſons the 
veſſel for a long time after : it is every way good 
for a man to bear God's yoke even from his in- 
fancy : it is the policy of the devil to diſcourage 
early holineſs : he that goes out betimes in the 
morning is more like to diſpatch his journey, 
than he that lingers till the day be fpent. This 
bleſſed family came not to look at the feaſt and 
be gone: but they duly ſtaid out all the appointed 
days of unleavened bread : they and the reſt of 
Tfrael could not want houſhold buſimeſſes at home; 
thoſe ſecular affairs could not cither keep them 


attend God's ſervice till we may receive his dif- 


miſſion. | 

It was the faſhion of thoſe times and places, 
that they went up, and ſo returned by troops, to 
-thoſe ſet meetings of their holy feſtizal. The 
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whole pariſh of Nazareth went and came toge- 
ther. Good fellowſhip doth no way fo well, as 
in the paſſage to heaven: much comfort is added 
by ſociety to that journey, which is of itſelf plea- 
fant : is it an happy word, come let us go up to 
the houſe of the Lord. Mutual encouragement 
is none of the leaſt benefits of our holy aſſemblies; 
many fticks laid together make a good fire, which, 
if they lie ſingle, loſe both their light and heat. 
The feaſt ended, what ſhould they do but re- 
turn to Nazareth ? God's ſervices may not be 
fo attended, as that we ſhould neglect our parti- 
cular callings : himſelf calls us from his own houſe 
to ours, and takes pleaſure to ſee a painful client: 
they are foully miſtaken, that think God cares for 
no other trade but devotion : piety and diligence 
muſt keep meet changes with each other ; nei- 
ther doth God leſs accept of our return to Naza- 
reth, than our going up to Jeruſalem. 
I I cannot think that the bleſſed virgin, or good 
Jen, could be fo negligent of their divine 
charge, as not to call the child Joſus to their ſet - 
ting forth from : but their back was no 
ſooner turned upon the temple, than his face 
was towards it ; he had buſineſs in that place, 
when theirs was ended: there he was both wor- 
ſhipped and repreſented : he, in whom the God- 
head dwelt bodily, could do nothing without God: 
his true father led him away from his ſuppoſed : 
ſometimes the affairs of our ordinary vocation, 
may tor gradge t6 yield — cocaons. 
3 the 
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6 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
thy divine fon had now withdrawn himſelf from 
the earth, and returned to his heavenly glory, 
without warning: or peradventure thou ftudicſt 
wich thyſelf whether any careleſſneſs on thy be- 
half, had not given occaſion to this abſence. 

O dear Saviour, who can miſs and not mourn 
for thee? never any foul conceived thee by faith, 
that was leſs aflifted with the ſenſe of thy deſer- 
tion, than comforted with the joy of thy preſence : 
juſt is that ſorrow, and thoſe tears ſeaſonable, that 
are beſtowed upon thy loſs? what comfort are we 
capable of, whilt we want thee ? what reliſh is 
there in theſe carthly delights without thee ? 


thyſelf bereaved of him in whoſe preſence is the 
fulneſs of joy, and deny to receive comfort from 
any thing ſave from his return. 

"Fn vain is Cry ſought among his kindred ac- 
cording to the fleſh : fo far are they ſtill from giv- 
ing us their aid, to find the true Ab, that 
they lead us from him: back again therefore are 


the open places, 

loveth ; ſhe ſought him for the time, and found 
him not. Do we think ſhe fpared her ſearch ? 
the evening of her return, ſhe haſtes to the inn, 
inquires of every one ſhe met, „ 
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him whom my ſoul loveth ? at laft, the third day 
the finds him-in the temple: one day was ſpent in 
the journey towards Galilee, another in the return 
. to Jeruſalem; the third day recovers him. He, 
who would riſe again the third day, and be found 
among the living, now alſo would the third day 
be found of his parents after the ſorrow of his 
abſence. But where wert thou, O bleſſed Jeſu, 
for the ſpace of theſe three days ? where daf 
thou beſtow thyſelf, or who tended thee, whilft 
thou wert thus alone at 7 I know, if 
ſhould have been as unkind to thee a3 
thou couldſt have commanded the hea- 
vens to harbour thee, and if men did not minifter 
to thee, thou couldſt have commanded the ſervice 
of angels ; but fince the form of a ſervant called 
thee to a homelineſs, whether it pleaſed 
thee to exerciſe thyſelf thus early with the diffi- 
culties of a ſtranger, or to provide miraculouſly 
for thyſelf; I enquire not, fince thou revealeſt not: 
only this I know, that hereby thou intendedſt to 
teach thy parents, that thou couldſt live with- 
out them, and that not of any indigency, but 
out of a gracious diſpenſation, thou wouldft ordi- 
narily depend upon their care. "ou 
In the mean time, thy divine wiſdom could not 
dut fore-know all thoſe corroding thoughts, where- 
with the heart of thy dear mother muſt needs 
bleed, thro' this ſudden derelition ? yet woulaſt 


thou leave her for the time to ber forrow; even 
| ſo, 
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gp" mew outward glory of that houſe, or on 
the golden candlefticks, or tables, but to hear 
and oppoſe the doftors ; he, who as God gave . 
them all the wiſdom they had, ike te ks 

hearkens to the wiſdom he had given them: he 
who fat in their hearts, as the author of all learn - 
ing and fits in the midſt of their 
ſchool as an humble diſciple : that by learning of 
them, he might teach all the younger fort humi- 
lity, and due attendance upon their inſtructors: 
he could at the firſt have taught the great Rabbies 
of Jſrae! the deep myſteries of God ; but becauſe 
he was not yet called by his father to the public 
function of a teacher, he contents himſelf to hear 
with diligence, and to aſk with modeſty, and to 
teach only by infinuation. Let thoſe conſider this, 
which will needs run as ſoon as they can go: and 
when they find ability think they need not ſtay 
for a further vocation of God or men. 
TED 

and fee your Saviour in bis younger years, 

ſitting in the eminent pulpits of 2 
in the lowly floors of the auditors ; ſee him that 
nority to the voice of men ; who can think much 
to learn of the antients when he looks upon the 
fon of God, fitting at the feet of the doctors of 
Iſrael ? firſt he hears, then he asks : how much 
more doth it concern us to be hearers ere we offer 
to be teachers of others ? he gathers that hears, he 


ſpends 
„Early. 
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ſpends that teaches ; if we ſpend before we ga- 
ther we ſhall ſoon prove bankrupts. 
When he hath heard, he asks, and after that 
he anfwers: doubtleſs thoſe very queſtions were 
inftruftions, and meant to teach more than to 
learn : never had theſe great Rabbins heard the 
voice of ſuch a tutor, in whom they might ſee 
the wiſdom of God fo concealing in itſelf, that yet 
it would be known to be there : no marvel then 
if they all wondered at his underſtanding and an- 
fwers : their eyes faw nothing but human weak- 
neſs, their cars heard divine of matter ; 
betwixt what they ſaw and what they heard, they 
could not but be diſtracted with a doubting ad- 
miration. And why did ye not, (O ye Fewih 
teachers) remember, That to ws @ child is born, 
and unto us 4 ſon is given, and the government is 
e bis Boulder, and his name ſhall be called won- 
derful, counſeller, the mighty Ged, the everlaſting 
. Why did ye not now 
what the ſtar, the ſages, the 
angels, the DR Zachary, Simeon, Anna, 
had premoniſhed you ? Fruitles is the wonder 
that endeth not in faith ; no light is ſufficient 
where the eyes are held through unbelief or pre- 
The doctor were not more amazed to hear fo 


profound a childhood, than the parents of Chri/f 
were to fee him among the doctors ; the joy of 
finding him did ſtrive with the aſtoniſhment of 
Gnding him thus: and now, not Top) (fe 
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_ of man. She that was but the mother of hu- 
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knew how little right he had to that divine fon) 


but Mary breaks forth into a loving expoſtulation 
(d, why baft then dealt ſo with us *) that he 
might not ſeem to take upon her as an impetious 
mother, it is like ſhe reſerved this queſtion till ſhe 
had him alone : wherein ſhe meant rather to ex- 
preſs grief than correption : only herein the bleſſed 
Virgin offended, that her inconſideratiom did not 
Cuppoſe (as it was) that fome higher reſpefts, 
than could be due to fleſh and blood, called away 
the ſon of God from her, that was the daughter 


manity, ſhould not have thought that the buſineſs 
of God muſt for her ſake be negleed : we are all 
partial to ourſelves naturally, and prone to the re- 
gard of our own rights ; queſtionleſs this gracious 
faint would not for all the world have 
preferred her own attendance to that of her God : 
through heedlefneſfs ſhe doth fo ; her fon and 
Savioar is her monitor, out of his" divine- love 
ing her natural: How is it that ye [fonght 
me? lum ye not that I muff go about my father's 
duftneſs ? before the bleſſed virgin 
had faid, Thy father and 1 fought thee with heavy 
hearts : Wherein both according to the ſuppoſi- 
tion of the world, ſhe called Joſeph the father of 
Chrift, and according to the faſhion of a dutiful 
wife, ſhe names her Joſeph, before Nerf. She 
well knew that Joſeph had but a name an 
this buſineſs, ſhe knew how God had her 
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ſenght thee. The fon of God ſtands not upon 


now again in 

angel, Bebeld the ſervant of the Lord, be it accord- 

ing ts thy word ? 
We are all the fons of God in another kind, 
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VIE CHRIS T'. Barrin. 
Marr. ii. ver. 13.—to the end. 


ea way forerun Chrif, not fo 
much in the time of his birth, as in his 
office ; neither was there more unlikelinefs in 
"their 
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of him in whom there is no. ſhadow by cura- 
13 1 am Jehovah, I change 


„ rr had the prophets, the 
ſtar, the angel .to forete] his coming into the 
world, ſhould have his uſher (0 
when. he would notify himſelf 
John was the voice of a cryer: 
word of his father, it was fit this voice 
make a noiſe to the world, ere the word 
Father ſhould ſpeak mo it: Fobn's note was 
Repentance z the ax. to the root, the fan to 
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heart : plauſibility is no fit preface to regenera- 
tion : if the heart of man had continued upright, 
dition : but now violence muſt be offered to our 
corruption, ere we can have room for grace, if 
the great way-maker do not caſt down hills, and 
raiſe up valleys in the boſoms of men, there is 
no paſſage for Chrift ; never will Chriff come into 
that ſoul, where the herald of repentance hath 
not been before him. 

That Saviour of ours, who from eternity lay 


hid in the council of God, who in the fulneſs of 


| time, ſo came, that he lay hid in the womb of 
his mother, for the ſpace of forty weeks : who, after 
he was come, thought fit to lie hid in Nezereth, 
for the ſpace of thirty years, now at laſt begins 
to ſhew himſelf to the world, and comes from 
Galilee to Jordan. He that was God always, and 
might have been perfeft man in an inſtant, would 
by degrees riſe to the perfeftion both of his man- 
hood and execution of his mediatorſhip z to teach 
us the neceflity of leiſure in ſpiritual proceedings, 
that many ſuns and ſucceſſion of ſeaſons, and 
means muſt be ſtayed for, ere we can attain our 
maturity ; and that when we are ripe for the em- 

ployments of God, we ſhould no leſs willingly 
ity, than we took the benefit of 


author of 
both 
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both will undergo both : he would be circumciſed, 
to - his church that was, and baptized to 
ſanQtify- his church that ſhould be; that fo in both 
tellaments he might open a way into heaven. 


of corruption, that ſhould need either knife or 
water : ho came hot to be a Saviour'for himſelf, 
but for us 3 we are all uncleannch, and uncir- 
cumcifion : he would therefore have that done to 
his moſt pure body, which ſhoulll be of force to 
_——_— thus making himſelf fin 
us, we migat be mince he aigincoutnes 
of God in him. 
His baptifm gives virtue to ours. His gast 
{or rather paſſion) was his baptizing with blood : 
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tion of that privilege, which he himſelf had inſti 


ſuperiours, for our 
which 


ſpiritual 


part in 
hath leſt in their 
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to vilit her Mas is this to me, that the 
mather of my Lord b come to-me?) how much 
more might he fay fo, when the divine fon of 
that mother came to call for a favour from him ? 
I have noed to be bapuzed of thee and comeſt thou 


to me ? O holy Baptiſt, though there mere not a 
greater 
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of baptizm; John baptized without, Chrift within. 


_CHEISTs Barna 7 
— ynthere bcertainey ofthe neal 


The more holy a man is, the more-ſenſible he is 
of his unholineſs : no carnal man could have fail 
(T1 have need to be baytized of thee : ) neither can 


he find what he is the better for u litte font- 


water. The-ſenſe of our wretchedneſs, and the 
valuation of our ſpiritual helps, is the beft trial of 
our regeneration: our Saviour doth - not deny, 


that either John hath need to be baptized of him, 


or that it is ſtrange that he ſhould come to be bap- 
tized of Febs, but he will needs thus far both 
honour ala, and himſelf, to be bap- 
tized of his meſſenger : he that would 'take fleſh 
of the Virgin, education from his parents, ſuſte- 
nance from his creatures, will take baptiſm from 
Jobs : Tt 'is the praiſe of his mercy that he will 
ſloop ſo low, as to be beholden to his creatures, 


which from him receive their being and power, 


both to take and give. 

Yet not fo much reſpeRt to as obedience 
to his father; drew him to this point of humilia- 
tion (Thus it hehoves us to fulfil all righteouſneſs ). 
The counſels and appointments of God are righ- 
teouſneſs itſelf ; there needs no other motive, ei- 
ther to the ſervant or the fon, than the know- 
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giving baptiſm to the author of it. He baptized 
others to the remiſſion of their fins : now he 


9 — 


ther with the Father's, joins with the Father in a 
ſenſible teſtimony of him thatnow the world might 
ſee what intereſt he had in the Heavens, in the 


- Father, in the holy Spirit, and might expect nothing 
 -but divine, from the entrance of fuch a mediator. 


vm CHRIST rien. 
8. MaTTuew, chap. iv. ver. 1—11. 
ſooner is Chrif come out of the water of 
than he enters into the fire of | 
temptation: No ſooner is the holy ſpirit deſtended 


upon his head, in the form of „ 


CHRIST rTrwuyrTeDd. 79 
led by the ſpirit to be tempted. No ſooner doth 
God fay, (This is my ſon ) than Satan fays, ( 
they be the Son of Ged) it is not in the power, 
either of the gift or ſeals of grace, to deliver us 
from the aflaults of Satan; they may have the 
force to repel evil ſuggeſtions, they have none to 
prevent them ; yea, the more we are engaged un- 
| to God by our publick vows, and his pledges of 
favour, ſo much more buſy and violent is the rage 
of that evil ane, to encounter us. We are no 
ſooner ſtept forth into the field of God, than he 
.... cute Can D, or 
to turn them againſt us. 

| Chrit to 


"#1 


The voice from heaven 
be the Son of God; this divine teſtimony did not 
allay the malice of Satan, but exaſperate it : Now 
and haſtes to affail him, whom God hath bo- 
noured from heaven. O God, how ſhould I look 
to eſcape the ſuggeſtions of that wickcd one, 
when the Son of thy love canner be free ? when 
even grace itſelf draws on enmity? that eninity, 
that ſpared not to ſtrike at the head, will he for- 
bear the weakeſt and remoteſt limb ? arm thou me 
therefore, with an expectation of that evil I can- 
not avaid ? make thou me as ſtrong, 2s he is ma- 
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All the time of our Saviour's obſcurity I do not 

find him fet upon ; now, that he looks forth to 

the — — Satan 
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bends his forces againſt him. Our privacy, per- 
hape, may fit down in peace, but never did man 
endeavour a common good without oppoſition. It 
is a ſign that both the work is holy, and the agent 
We have reaſon to be comforted wich nothing 
ſo much as with reſiſtance ; if we were not in a 
way to do good, we ſhould find no rubs : Satan 
hath no cauſe to moleſt his own, and that whilſt 
they go about his own ſervice ; he deſires nothing 
more than to make us-ſmooth paths, to fin ; but 
up the way with temptations. 

Who can wonder enough. at the faucineſs of 
that bold ſpirit, that dares to ſet upoa the fon of 
the everliving God ? who can wonder enough at 
would be tempted ? he wanted not malice and 
preſumption to aſſault thee ; thou wantedſt not 
humility to endure thoſe aflaults. I ſhould ftand 
amazed at this voluntary diſpenſation of thine, but 


that I fee the ſuſceptĩon of our human nature, lays 
thee open to this condition. It is neceſſarily inci- 
dent to manhood to be liable to temptations ; thou 


wouldſt not have put on fleſh, if thou hadft meant 
utterly to put off this conſequence of our infirmi- 
ty : if the ſtate of innocence could have been any 
defence againſt evil motions, the firſt Adam had not 
been tempted, much leſs the ſecond. It is not 


the preſenting of temptations that can hurt us, 


but their entertainment: ill counſel is the fault 


O Saviour, that 


of. 
10 
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of the giver, not of the. refuſer ; we cannot for- 
bid leudeyes to look in at our windows, we may 
hut our doors againſt their entrance; it is no leſe 
our praiſe to have reſiſted, than Satan's blame to 
ſuggeſt evil. Yea, O bleſſed Saviour, how glo- 
rious was it for thee, how happy for us, that 


thou wert tempted ? Had not Satan tempted thee, 
bew ſhouldſt thou have overcome ? without blows 


how happy for us that thou wert tempted? 
| 13 


— 
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Where then waſt thou tempted, O bleſſed 
Jes; or whithet wenteſt thou to meet with our 
great adverſary! I do not fee thee led into the 
market-place, er any other part of the city, or 
thy- home-ftead of Nezereth, but into the vaſt 
wilderneſs, the habitation of beaſts ; a place that 
carried in it both horror and * 
wouldſt thou thus retire thyſelf from men ? but as 


victory 2 
— — — 


our common enemy, yield him his own terms for 
circumſtances, that thine honour and his foil may 
de the more. Solitarinefs is no finall help to the 
ſpeed of a temptation : woe to him that is alone, 
for if be fall, there is not a ſecond to lift him up. 
'Thoſe that outof an affeftation of holineſs ſeek for 
folitude in rocks and caves of the deferts, do no 
other than run into the mouth of the of 
temptation, whilſt they think to avoid it. It was 
enough for thee to whoſe divine power the gates 
of hell were-weaknefs, thus to challenge the prince 
of darkneſs; our care muſt be always to eſchew all 
occaſions of ſpiritual danger, and (what we may) 
to get us out of the reach of temptations. 


But, oh the depth of the wiſdom of God ! how 
came? theu, O Saviour, to be thus tempted? 
that ſpirit whereby thou waſt conceived, as man, 
and which was one with thee and the Father, as 
God, led thee into the wildernels to be tempted of 


* 
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to inſtruct us —— the ſame ſpirit led us not 
— 05 we go not into it; we 
path be what 
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bodies; fo long 
therefore thou thoughteſt good to faſt as by the 
reafon of theſe precedents, might be without pre- 
of thine humanity ; which if it ſhould 
have pleaſed thee to ſupport, as thou couldeſt 
thy have open- 
verity of thine 

therefore 


well . 
thee 
onde 
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and us, but fin, thou that couldeſt have faſted 
rr Hurd watkbut ment, would 


Who can be diſcouraged with the ſcantinels of 
friends, or bodily provifions, when he fees his 
Saviour thus long deſtitute of all 
forts, both of fociety and ſuſtenance? oh the 
policy and malice of that old ſerpent, when he ſees 
Chrift bewray ſome infirmity of nature, in being 
hungry, then he lays foreſt at him by temptations: 
his eye was never off from our Saviour, all the 
time of his ſequeſtration ; and now that he thinks 
he efpics any one part to lie open, he drives at it 
with all his might. We have to do with an ad- 
no leſs vigilant than malicious, who will 
be ſure to watch all opportunities of our miſchief : 
and where be fees any advantage of weaknefs, 
will not negleft it. How ſhould we ſtand upon 
our guard for prevention, that both we may not 
give him occaſions of our hurt, 2 hace by 
thoſe we have given ? 

When our Saviour was hungry, Satan tempts 
him in matter of food ; not then, of wealth or 
glory: he well knows both what baits to fiſh 
withal, and when, and how to lay them: how 
ſaſe and happy ſhall we be, if we ſhall bend our 
greateſt care where we diſcern the moſt danger. 
In every temptation there is an appearance of 
good, whether of the body, of mind, or eftate : 
the firſt is the luſt of the fleſh, in any carnal de- 


fire; the ſecond, the pride of heart, and life ; the 
third, 


COM *% 
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world, he had never faid (If thou be the Son of 
God.) His very ſuppoſition convinces him : the 
ground of his temptation anfwers itſelf: if there- 
fore Chriff ſeemed to be a mere man, _— 
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| he hungred not? The motive of the temptation 4 
1 is worſe than the motion, (Fides be the Son , 


be full of it ? Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy 
flatutes ; Oh tale not from me the words of truth; 
ket them be my ſongs in n. 


fo Hall 7 make anfwer to my 
len if it 


had not been to teach us, that temptations muſt 


1 do-not hear our Saviour aver himſelf to be a 
the infinuation of Satan, 
neither do I fee him working this miraculous con- 
verſion, to prove himſelf the Son of God ; but 
molt wiſely he takes away the ground of the temp- 
tation : Bn DIL thr rental,” Gat man 
cannot be ſuſtained without bread, and therefore 
infers the neceffity of making bread of ſtones : 
cur Cavieur owe him from on WI wg 


” . a 
- m * =” by 
4 . 
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dence, bread would rather choak than nouriſh us: 


CHRIST rzurrz . 
that he had miſtayed his ſuggeſtion ; that man 
lives not by uſual food only, but by every word 
that proceedeth from the mouth of God: he can 


89 


either ſuſtain without bread, as he did Moſes am 


Elias, or with a miraculous bread, as the . 
lites with manna, or fend ordinary means mira, 
culouſly, as food to his prophet by the ravens, or 


live by food, but not by any virtue that is without 
God ; without the concurrence of whoſe provi- 


let him withdraw his hand from his creatures, in 
their greateſt abundance we periſh ; why do we 
—— bend our eyes on means, and not 
"What & necellary —— the blefling 
upon the creature, if our prayers hold them nat 
together? As we may not neglect the means, io 


we may not neglect the procurement of a blefling 


upon the means, nor be be uithenbfed to ths BO 
In the firſt aſſault —— 26 BAM8 
of his Father's providence, and to uſe unlawful 
means to help himſelf: in the next, he moves 
him to preſume upon his Father's protection, and 
the ſervice of his bleſſed angels; he grounds the 
firſt upon a conceit of want,the next of abundance: 
if he be in extremes, it is all to one end, to 
miſlead unto evil; if we cannot be driven down 
to 


s 
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to deſpair, he labours to lift us up to preſumption- 
It is not one foil that can put this bold ſpirit out 
of countenance : temptations like waves, break 
one on the neck of another; whilſt we are in this 
warkre, we muſt make account, that the repulſe 
of one temptation doth but invite to another. 
That bleſſed Saviour of ours, that was content 
to be led from Fordan into the wilderneſs, for 
the advantage of the firſt temptation, yields to be 
led from the wilderneſs to for the ad- 
vantage of the ſecond : the place doth not a little 
-avail to the act, the wilderneſs was fit for a temp- 
tation, ariſing from want, it was not fit for a 
temptation moving to vain- glory. The populous 
city was the fitteſt for ſuch a motion ; 
was the glory of the world, the temple was the 
"piece of the pinacle, there is ri content to be 


tex for the opportunity of temptation : O Saviour 


of men, how can we wonder enough at this humi- 
liey of thine, that thou would fo far abaſe thy- 
tell, as to fulfer thy pure and facred body to be 
tranſported by the preſumptuous and malicious 
hand of that unclean fpirit? it was not his 


power, it was thy patience that deſerves our ad - 


minen: neither can this feem over firange 
to us, when we conſider that if Satan be the 
head of wicked men, wicked men are the mem- 
bers of Satan. What was Pilate or the Jews that 


perſecuted thine innocence, but limbs of this 
devil? 


— 


CHRIST rur rens. 
devil ? And why are we then amazed, to fee thee 
touched, and locally tranſported by the head, 
when we ſee thee yielding thyſelf over, to be 
crucified by the members ? If Satan did the worſe 
and greater, mediately by their hands, no marvel 
if he do the leſs and cafier, immediately by his 
own: yet neither of them without thy voluntary 
diſpenſation. He could not have looked at thee» 
without thee. And if the Son of God did thus 


thou wilt needs depend upon thy Father's provi- 
dence, that he can without means fuſtajn thee, 
take now further trial of that providence, in thy 
- miraculous preſervation : caſt thyſelf down from 

- the 


a CONTEMPLATIONS. 
this height: behold, thou art here in Jeruſalem, 
the famous and holy city of the world : here thou 
art, on the top of the pinacle of that temple, 
which is dedicated to thy Father, and, if thou be 
God, to thyſelf; the eyes of all men are now 
fixed upon thee, there cannot be deviſed a more 
ready way to ſpread thy glory, and to proclaim 
thy deity, than by caſting thyſelf headlong to 
the earth. All the world will fay, there is more 
in thee than, a man; and for danger there can 
be none : what can hurt him that is the Son of 


Kill thy care and ſuit is to make us authors to our 
bodily 


rather for 


— —— — 
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this meaſure to himſelf, as to his holy apoſtle 
ſoon after, but he that bounded thy power, te- 
thers thee ſhorter ; thou-couldſt not, thou canſt. 
not do what thou wouldſt. He that would permit 
thee to carry him up, binds thy hands from caſt- 
ing him down : and woe were it for ws & thou 
wert not ever ſtinted. 

Why did Satan carry up Chrift fo high, but 
on purpoſe that his fall might be the more deadly, 
fo deals he ſtill with us ; he exalts us, that we 
may be dangerouſly abaſed; he puffs men up with 
ſwelling thoughts of -their own worthineſs, that 
they may be vile in the eyes of God, and fall into 
condemnation : it is the manner of God to caft 
down, that be may raiſe; to abaſe, that he may 
exalt ; contrarily, Satan raiſes up, that he may 
tion, in our advancement. 

Height -of place gives opportwiity of tempta- 
tion : is that wicked one, in working 
againſt the menibers of Crit. If any of them be 
in eminence above others, thoſe he labours moſt 
to ruin; they had need to ſtand faft, that ſtand 
high ; there is more danger both of their falling, 
and more hurt.in their fall. 

He that had preſumed thus far, to tempt the 
Lord of life, would fain now dare him alſo to 
preſume upon his deity : if thou be the Son of God, 
thyſelf dewn. There is not a more tried ſhaft 
his . 


in all 
to bear 
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God: Thou artthe elect and redeemed of Gon, 
fin becauſe grace hath abounded, fin that it may 
abound ;. thou art fafe enough, tho' thou offend, 
be not too much an to thine own liber- 
ty: Falſe ſpirit; it is no liberty to fin, but ſer- 
vitude rather ; there is liberty, but in the freedom 
from fin z every one of us, that hath ti hope of 
ſons, muſt purge himſelf, even as he is pure, that 
hath redeemed us: we are bought with a. price, 
therefore muſt we glorify God in our body and 
ſpirits, for they are Gods ; our fon-ſhip teaches 
us awe and obediences ; and therefore, becauſe 
— 
How idly do Satan and wicked men meaſure 
God, by the crooked line of their own miſcon- 
ceit ? I ſuppoſe that Chrif cannot be the fon of 
God, unleſs he caſt himſelf down from the pina- 
cle, gle he come down ſrom the croſs. God 
is ' not merciful unleſs he honour them in all 
| pdefires ; not juſt, unleſs he take ven- 
where they require it: but when they 
ge + OY 
Chrift is the. Son of God, though he fiay on the 
top of the temple. God will be merciful, though 
we miſcarry, and juſt, though finners ſeem lawleſs. 
Neither will he be any other, than he is : or mea- 
fured by any rule but himſelf. 
But whit is this I fee, Satan himſelf with a 
Bible under his arm, with a text in his mouth, 
& is written, be foall give bis angels charge over. 
ny. 
3 417 
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ther * How ſtill, in that wicked one, doth ſubtilty 
ſtrive with preſumption ? who could not but over- 
wonder at this, if he did not conſider, that fince 
the devil dare to touch the facred body of Chrif 
with his hand, he may well touch the ſcriptures 
of God with his tongue ? Let no man henceforth 
marvel, to bear heretics or hypocrites quote 
ſcriptures, when Satan himſelf hath not ſpared to 
cite them ; what are they the worſe for this, more 
than that holy body which is tranſported? Some 
have been poiſoned by their meats and drinks; 
yet either theſe nouriſh us, or nothing: It is not 
the letter of the ſcripture that can carry it, but 
the ſenſe ; if we divide theſe two, we prophane 
and abuſe that word we alledge. And wherefore 
doth this foul ſpirit urge a text, but for imitation, 


95 


But chiefly doth he this, for 2 better colour of 
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bis temptation : he gilde over this falſe metal 


with ſcripture, that it may paſs current: even. nom 


of thine be made a ſnare to our ſouls. 
| What canbe a better at than to ſpeak ſcripture? 


alurge over thee :) Oh comfortable aſſurance of 
3 our 


bl 
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Satan miſlays it in his diſh? doth he not rather 
ſnatch this ſword out of that impure hand, and 


but that which it hath in itſelf ; all doubts that 


may ariſe from. it, are fully anſwered by colla- 
tion *it.—Is true that God hath taken this care, 
and given this charge of his own : he will. have 
them kept, W 4 n 


Vor. I. 
7 ® Companion, 
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they may not tempt him ; he meant to encourage 
their faith, not their preſumption. To caſt our- 
means fail not, is to diſobey, inſtead of believing 
God, we may challenge God on his word, we 
may not ſtrain him beyond it; we may make ac- 
count of what he promiſed, we may not ſubject 
his promiſes to unjuſt examinations : and where 
no need is, make trial of his power, juſtice, 
mercy, by devices of our own. All the devils 
in hell could not clude the force of his divine an- 
ſwer, and now Satan ſees how vainly he tempteth 
nis to tempt God. 

Yet again for all this, do I ſee M ſetting upon 
the Sen of God: Satan is not foiled when he is 
reliſted ; neither difidence, nor preſumption can 
faſten upon Chriff; he ſhall be tried with honour. 
As ſome expert fencer that challenges at all 
ſo doth his great enemy ; in vain ſhall 
we plead our kill in fome, if we fail in any; 
it muſt be our wiſdom to be prepared for all kind 
of allaults.: as thoſe that hold towns and forts, do 
not only defend themſelves from incurſona, but 
from the cannon and the pioneer ; fill doch that. 
ſubcil ſerpent traverſe his ground for an advantage. 
The temple is not high enough for his next temp- 
tation 3 he therefore carries up Chrif to tha top 
of an excecding bigh mountain, all enemies in 
piecht fields ſtrive for the benefit of the hill, or 
river, or wind, or fun ; that which his ſervant 
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no crown is without thorns : high ſeats are never 
but uneaſy ; all thoſe infinite diſcontentments 
which are the ſhadow of earthly ſovereignty, he 
hides outof the way; nothing may be ſeen but what 
may both pleaſe and allure. Satan is till and ever 
like himſelf : If temptations might be but turned 
about and ſhewn on both ſides, the kingdom of 
darkneſs would not be ſa populous. Now when- 


once 3 when we are once ſure, Satan is a ty- 
rant ; till then he is a paraſite. There can be no 
ſafety, if we do not view as well the back as the 
face of temptations. 

But oh preſumption and impudence, Mt bell 
itſelf may be aſhamed of: the devil dares ſay to 
Chrift, All theſe will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 


gerous ; how exey that have horn heodant Bud 
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| a time; whereas faithful is he that hath promiſed, 
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fear, have melted with honour ; thereis no doubt 
of that ſoul that will not bite at the golden hook. 
top of their pedigree : if 1 may not rather fay» 
that Satan doth borrow the uſe of their tongues for 


who will alſo do it. Fidelity and truth is the iſſue 
of heaven. 

If idolatry were not a dear fin to Satan, he 
would not be ſo importunate to compaſs it ; it is 
miſerable to ſee how he draws the world inſenſi - 
bly into this fin, which they profeſs to deteſt : 
thoſe that would rather hazard the furnace, than 


12 CON TEMPLATIORS. 
rage of Satan, and put him to a ſhameful flight, 
and made him, for the time, weary of his trade. 
The way to be rid of the troubleſome ſolicita- 
tions of that wicked one, is continued reſiſtance: 
He that forcibly drove the tempter from himſelf, 
takes him of from us, and will not abide his 


ditors, ne mul- 
titude And why do 
we not Saviour, through 
deſerts land and feas, that 
- we may was thy 
words, that wouldft 
draw all men art lift up 
fince, both to the 
throne of we hall 
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—_—— the people flock after 
ried to the ſhole of fiſh, he bids 
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Gands of the lake, will rather find them in a place 
| natural to their abiding (Launch out mio the 
. to gratify and obey his gueſt 
than to pleaſure himſelf, will Simon beſtow one 
caſt of his net ; had Chrif enjoined him an hard- 
er taſk, he had not refuſed ; yet not without an 
allegation of the unlikelihood of ſucceſs, Maſter 
we have toiled all night, and caught nothing. 3 
yet at thy word I will let dewn the net. The night 


their nets in the great 
in the whole night of their life have caught no . 
iniquity ; they hatch cockatrices 


of men how lang will ye love vanity 
after ties ? Yet if we have thus vainly 
miſpent the time of our darkneſs, let us at the com- 
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are drawn forth to the glorious liberty of the ſons 
of God! Simon's net breaks with the flore ; abun- 
dance is ſometimes no leſs troubleſome than want; 
the net ſhould have held, if Chriff had not meant to 
tion: how happily is that net broken, whoſe rupture 
draws the fiſher to Chriſt / Though the net 
brake 
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the fiſh eſcaped not 
: he that brought 
be taken, held them there till they | 


28. 
and his church: 


« ſinful many) s J 
doth 
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doth not greedily fall upon ſo unexpected and 
profitable a booty, but he turns his eyes from the 
draught to himſelf, from the act to the author, 
acknowledging vileneſ in the one, in the other 
— (Depart from me Lord, for I am a finful 
man 


It had been pity the honeſt fiſher-man ſhould 
have been taken at his word: O Simon, thy Sa- 
viour is come into thine own ſhip to call thee, to 
call others by thee unto bleſſedneſs, and doſt thou 
ſay, Lord, depart from me ? As if the patient ſhould 
fay to the phyſician, Depart from me, for I am 
fick. It was the voice of aftoniſhment, not of 
diſlike ; the voice of humility, not of diſcontent- 
ment: yea, becauſe thou art a ſinful man, there- 
fore hath thy Saviour need to come to thee, to 
ſtay with thee ; and becauſe thou art humble in 
the acknowledgment of thy finfulneſs, therefore 
Ghrift delights to abide with thee, and will call 
thee to abide with him : No man ever fared the 
worſe for abaſing himſelf to his God: Chriſt hath 
left many a ſoul for froward and unkind uſage, 
never any for the diſparagement of itſelf, and in- 
treaties of humility. Simon could not deviſe how 


to hold Chriſt faſter, than by thus ſuing to him 
= than by thus pleading his unworthi- 


cies which have ſhamed thine ill deſervings: thy 
Saviour 


SIMON CALLED. 109 


his word; he that 
fthes to be taken, can eaſily enable the hands to 
take them. ; 
- What is this divine trade of ours then, but a 
ſpiritual * piſcation ? The world is a ſea, fouls like 
fies ſerim at liberty in this deep, the nets ofwhole- 
ſome doftrine draw ſome up to the ſhore of grace 
and glory: how much skill and toil, and patience 
ſufficient for theſe 
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X. The Manziace in CANA, 


45 


| 


HA 


42 


| 


Bp 


11 10 


The Manta in CANA 11 


glory to conceal glory. Thy firſt public miracle 
graceth a marriage: it is an ancient and laudable 
inſtitution that the rights of matrimony ſhould not 
want a folemn celebration ; when are feaſts in 
ſeaſon, if not at the recovery of our loſt rib; 
if not at this main change of our eſtate, wherein 
the joy of obtaining, meets with the hope of 
further comforts? the fon of the virgin, and the 
mother of that fon are both at a wedding: it was 
in all likelihocd fome of their kindred, to whoſe 
nuptial feaſt they were invited ſo far ; yet was it 
more the honour of the act, than of the perſon, 
that Chrift intended: he that made the firſt mar- 
riage in Paradiſe, beſtows his firſt miracle upon a 
Galikean marriage: he that was the author of ma- 
trimony and fanftifed it, doth by his holy pre- 
ſence, honour the reſemblance of his eternal union 
with his church : how boldly may we fpit in the 
faces” of all the impure adverſaries of wedlock, 
when the Son of God pleaſes to honour it ? 
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haſt betrothed us to thyſelf in truth and righte- 
ouſneſa, do thou conſummate that happy marriage 
| of ours in the higheſt heavens. It was no rich 
or ſumptuous bridal, to which Chrif with his 
mother and diſciples vouchfafed to come from the 
further parts of Galilee: I find him not at the 
magnificent feaſts or triumphs of the great ; the 
proud pomp of the world did not agree with the 
ſtate of a ſervant: this poor needy bride-groom 
(though a ſtranger to the houſe) out of a chari- 
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bounty of our God reaches not to our life only, 
but to our contentment; neither hath he thought - 
good to allow us only the bread of fuſkciency, 
but ſometimes of pleaſure. One while that is 
but neceſſary, which ſome other time were ſu- 
perfluous. It is a ſcrupulous injuſtice to fcant 
ourſelves, where God hath been liberal. 

To whom ſhould we complain of any want, but 
the maker and giver of all things? The bleſſed 
virgin knew to whom ſhe ſued; ſhe had good 
reaſon to know the divine-nature and power of 
ber ſon: perhaps the bridegroom was not ſo needy, 


wich eaſe. It may be ſhe faw that the train of 
N unto that feaſt, 


FEY follicits her fon Jeſus for a ſapply. 


Whether we want bread, or water, or wine, 
neceſſaries, or comforts, whither ſhould we run, 
O Saviour, but to that infinite munificence of 
thing? We cannot want, we cannot abound, 

but 
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But what is this I hear ? a ſharp anſwer to the 
ſuit of a mother ? (Ob woman, whet heve 7 to 


nr fo look upon him as a fon, that ſhe ſhould 
him as a God: he was fo obcdient to her 

as a mother, that withal ſhe muſt obey him as 
her God ; that part which he took from her ſhall 
obſerve her ; ſhe muſt obſerve that nature which 
came from above, and made her both a woman 
and a mother. Matter of miracle concerned the 
God-head only; fupernatural things were above 
flcſhly relation : if now the bleed 

either time or form unto 
divine adde, © woman, chat bane I to db with 
thee, my hour is not come. In all bodily aftions 
his ſtyle was, O mother in ſpiritual and heavenly, 
J Neither is it for ws in the holy affairs 


of God, to know any faces, yea, if we have 
known 
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his Father in heaven, whoſe voice from heaven 
ſaid, This is my beloved Son, hear him : She that 
faid of herſelf, Be it unto ms according 


wrought wonders in ſpite of them, but their per- 
verſe refuſal of his commands might have made 
them uncapable of the favour of a miraculous 
action: he that can (when he will) convince the 
obſtinate, will not grace the diſobedient. He that 
could work without us, or againſt us, will not 
work for us, but by us. | 

and large veſſels, for outward purification; as if 
people ſought holineſs in frequent waſhings : even 
of a traditional will-worſhip. It is the ſoul which 
themſelves and their children ; for guilt, not for 
expiation. Purge thou us, O Lord, with hyſſop 
and we ſhall be clean : waſh us, and we ſhall be 
whiter than ſnow. 

The waiters could not but think ſtrange of fo 
unſeaſonable a command (Fill the water pots. ) 
It is wine that we want, what do we go to fetch 
water ? Doth this holy man mean thus to quench 
our feaſt, and cool our ſtomachs ? If there be 

- no 
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, we could have ſought this ſupply un- 


” 
- 


hath the charge of Chri/f's 


bidden ; yet fo far 


mother prevailed, that 


inſtead of carrying flaggons 


they go to fetch pails-full 


from the ciſterns. It is no pleading of 


of wine to the table, 
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neſt affluence: It is our fin and our ſhame, if 
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85. Lorxz, chap. vii. ver. 1-10. comp. 
&. Marr. chap. viii. ver. 13 
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ſeconds them in perſon : cold and fruitleſs are the 


motians of friends where we do wilfully ſhut up 
in both. Could we but ſpeak for ourſelves, as 


forward to give, where we care not to ask, or 


call this a ſuit, or a complaint ? I hear no one 
word of entreaty : the leſs is faid, the more is 
concealed, it is enough to lay open his want: he 
knew well, that he had to deal with fo wiſe and 
merciful a phyſician, as that the opening of the 
malady was a craving of cure : if our ſpiritual 
miſeries be but confeſſed, they cannot fail of re- 
dreſs: 

Great variety of ſuitors reſorted to Chriſt ; one 
comes to him for a fon, another for a daughter, 
a third for himſelf: I ſee none come for his ſer- 
vant, but this one Centuries : neither was he a 
better man than a maſter : his ſervant is ſick, he 
doth not drive him out of doors, but lays him at 
home; nether doth he ſtand gazing by his bed-ſide, 
but fecks forth ; he ſeeks forth, not to witches 
or charmers, but to Chriſt ; he ſecks to Chriſt, 
not with a faſhionable relation, but with a vehe- 
ment aggravation of the diſeaſe. Had the maſter 
been fick, the faithſulleſt ſervant could have done 
no more ; he is unworthy to be well ſerved, 
that will not ſometimes wait upon his follow- 
ers. a ed... 

a ww 


poſſibly want ? what marvel is it if God be not 


ask, as if we cared not to receive ? Shall we yet 
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in us a negle& of charitable offices ; fo muſt 


we look down upon our ſervants, here on earth, 


as that we muſt ftill look up to our maſter which 


11 


EE 


thy mercy, O Saviour, would not then ſtay by 
for my ſuit, but would prevent mo (as here) with 
2 I will come and heal thee. 
I did not hear the Centurion ſay, Either come, or 
heal him ; the one he meant, though he faid not; 
the other he neither ſaid nor meant: xi n 
gives both his words and intentions : it is the 
manner of that divine munificence, where he 
meets with a faithful ſuitor, to give more than is 
Von. I. G requeſted; 


122 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


As he faid ſo he did ; the word of Chrift either 
is his act, or concurs with it; he did not ſtand 


{Come down ere he die) our Saviour ſtirred not a 
; foot: the Centurion did but complain of the fick- 
\ neſs of his ſervant, and Chrift unasked, ſays, J 
will come and heal him. That he might be far 
from ſo much as ſeeming to honour wealth, 
and deſpiſe meanneſs, he that came in the ſhape of 
a ſervant, would go down to the ſick fervant's 
pallet®, would not go to the bed of the rich ruler's 
fon; it is the baſeſt motive of reſpeR, that ariſeth 
Either more 


done for us; we were fick unto death: 
had the dead palſy of fin over-taken us, that there 
was no life of grace left in us: when thou wert 


not content to fit till in heaven, and fay, I will 
cure them ; but addedſt alſo, I will come and cure 
5. them ; 


® A {all mean or ſtraw bed. 
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them ; thyſelf came down accordingly to this 
miſerable world, and haſt perſonally healed us, fo 
a3 now we ſhall not die but live, and declare thy 
works, O Lord ; and oh ! that we could enough 
praiſe that love and 


mercy, which hath fo gra- 
ciouſly abaſed thee, and could be but ſo low de- 


jected before thee, as thou haſt ſtooped low unto 


us ; that we could be but as lowly ſubjects of thy 
goodneſs, as we are unworthy. 
Oh admirable return of humility : Chrift will 
go down to viſit the fick Servant ; the maſter of 
come under my roof : the Jewiſh elders 
that went before to mediate for him, could ſay, 
(He is worthy that thou ſhouldft do this for bim ;) 
but the Centurion, when he comes to ſpeak for 
himſelf (J am net worthy.) They faid, he was 
worthy of Chriffs miracle: he ſays, he is unwor- 
thy of Chriffs preſence: there is great difference 
betwixt others valuations, and our own: ſome- 
times the world under-rates him that finds reaſon 
to ſet an high price upon himſelf : ſometimes 
again, it over-yalues a man that knows juſt cauſe 
of his own humiliation : if others miſtake us, 
this can be no warrant for our error : we cannot 
be wiſe, unleſs we receive the knowledge of our- 
ſelves by direct beams, not by reflection, unleſs 
we have learned to contemn unjuſt applauſes, and 
ſcorning the flattery of the world, to frown upon 
our on vilencſs, Lord, I an not worthy. 

G a Many 
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Many a one, if he had been in the Centurion's 
coat, weuld have thought well of it ;a captain, a 
man of good ability and command, a founder of 
a ſynagogue, a patron of religion : yet he over- 
looks all theſe, and when he caſts his eye upon 


piece of ourſelves : pride contrarily ſhews us no- 


thing, but matter of 


admiration in ourſelves, in 
Whilſt he confeſt himſelf 


of his prohidi 


of his 


G 3 


maſter ! alas, every 
and 1 do it not: every 


heavenly 
fays, Do this, 
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tions ſays, Do it not, and I do it: he fays, gs 
from the world, I run to it: he fays, Come to 
me, I run from him: wo is me, this is not ſervice, 
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zced in the - 
: nothing he had 
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compoſt o, and ſeed, who would not look for a 
crop ? but if the uncultured fallow yield more, 
„% 
curſe ? 

| Wes 663 not manger enden wb: 
timony to himſelf, not whiſper it to his diſciples» 
but he turned him about to the people, and ſpake 
it in their ears, that he might at once work 
their ſhame and emulation : in all other things, 
except ſpiritual, our ſelf-love makes us impatient 
of equals, much lefs can we endure to be out- 
ſtripped by thoſe, who are our proſeſſed inferiors. 
Ie is well if any thing can kindle in us holy ambi- 
tions: dull and baſe are the ſpirits of that man, 
that can abide to ſee another overtake him in the 
way, and out-run him to heaven. 
He that boch wrought this faith, and wonder- 
ed at it, doth now reward it, Go thy ways, and 
as thou haſt believed, ſo be it unto thee : Never was 
any faith unſeen of Chrif, never was any ſeen 
without allowance, never was any allowed with- 
out remuneration : the meaſure of our receipts in 
the matter of favour, is the proportion of our 
belief; the infinite mercy of God (which is ever 
lice itſelf) follows but one rule in his gift to ua, the 
faith that he gives us : Give us, O God, to believe, 


and be it to us as thou wilt, it ſhall be to us above 
that we will. ; 

The Centurion ſues for his ſervant, and Chrift 
ſays, So be it unto tber; the ſervant's health is the 


® Manure. 


W 


The Goo CENTURION. 129 
benefit of the maſter; and the maſter's faith is the 


be given all praiſe, honour, * 
and ever, Amen. 


0900 00000000@800000C00000009 
XI. The Wipbow's Son raiſcd. 
Se. Lux chap. vii. ver. 11-—16. 


HE favours of our deneficent Saviour 
were at the leaſt contiguous. No fooner 


hath he raiſed the Centurion's ſervant from his 
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Its Subd dents nv ace niche AB 
in one field ; Nain muſt partake of the bounty of 
Chrift as well as Cana, or Copernaum and if 
this ſun were fixed in one orb, yet it diffuſeth 
heat and light to all the world : it is not for any 
. 


erran 
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errand is univerſal: this immortal ſeed may not 
fall all in one furrow. 

The little city of Nain ſtood under the hill of 
Hermon, near unto Tabor ; but now it is watered 
miracles of a Saviour. 

Not for ſtate, but for the more evidence of the 
work, is our Saviour attended with a large train ; 


A young man in the flower in the ſtrength of his 
age ſwallowed up by death: our decrepit age 
both expects death, and ſolicits it; but vigorous 

looks i 
thoſe 
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from thine eyes, or kept fromthine heart: and 


when we are paſt all our hopes, all poffibilities 
of help ; then art thou neareſt to us for delive- 
Tance, 
Here was a conſpiration of all parts to mercy. . 
The heart had compaſſion, the mouth faid, Weep 
net, the feet went to the bier, the hand touched 
the coffin, the power of the deity raiſed the dead: 
what the heart felt was ſecret to itſelf, the tongue 
therefore expreſſes it in words of comfort, Weep 
net; alas what are words to fo ſtrong and juſt 
paſſions ? To bid her not to weep that had loſt 
her only ſon, was to perſwade her to be miſerable, 
and not feel it: to feel and not regard it: to re- 
gard, and yet to ſmother it: concealment doth not 
remedy, but aggravate forrow : that with the coun- 
fel of not weeping ; therefore ſhe might ſee cauſe 
of not weeping, his hand ſeconds his tongue: he 
arreſts the coffin, and frees the priſoner; Yeung man, 
Tay unto thee, ariſe: The Lord of lifeanddeath ſpeaks 
with command; no finite power could have faid 
without preſumption, or with ſucceſs : that is 
the voice that ſhall one day call up our vaniſhed 
bodies from thoſe elements, into which they are 
reſalved, and raiſe them out of their duſt : neither 
ſea, nor death, nor hell can offer to detain their 
dead; when he charges them to be delivered : in- 
credulous nature, what doſt thou ſhrink at the 
poſſibility of a reſurrection, when the God of 
nature undertakes it ? It is no more hard for that 
word, which ing unto all | 
X 2 
* 


kneeling down, and praying by the bier, as Peter 
did to Dorcas, but I hear him ſo ſpeaking to the 
dead, as if he were alive, and ſo ſpeaking to the 
dead, that by the word he makes him alive, 7 ſoy 
wats thee, ariſe ; death hath no power to bid that 
man lie fill, whom the Son of God bids rye. 
Immediately he that was dead fat up. So atthe 
ſound of the laſt trumpet,by the power of the ſame 
ice. we ſhall ariſe out of the duſt, and ſtand up 


our day ſhall there- 


but fown; and at 
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Methinks I ſee this young man who was thus 
and rubbing thoſe eyes that had been ſhut up in 
death, and deſcending from the bier, wrapping his 
in a paſſionate thankfulneſs at the feet of his Al- 


faid, yet I dare ſay they were words of praiſe and 
wonder, which his returned foul firſt uttered ; 
it was the mother whom our Saviour pitied in this 
act, not the fon; who now forced from his quiet 
reſt muſt twice paſs through the gates of death. 
As for her fake therefore, he was raiſed ; fo to 
her hands was he delivered ; that ſhe might ac- 
knowledge that ſoul given to her, not to the poſ- 
feflor. Who cannot feel the amazement and ex- 
taſy of joy that was in this revived mother, when 
her fon now falutes her from out of another world? 

. And 
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And both receives and gives gratulations of his 
new life? How ſuddenly were all the tears of 
that mournful train dried up with a joyful aſto- 
niſhment ? How ſoon is that funeral 
turned into a new birth-day feaſt ? What ſtriving 
was here to ſalute the late carcaſs of their return- 
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from death to life, from duſt to glory. 


XII. The Rultn's Son cured. 


St. Jonn, chap. iv. ver. 46— 54. 


JEW bounty of God ſo exceedeth man's 
that there is a contrariety in the exerciſe of 
it ; we ſhut our hands becauſe 2 
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God therefore opens his, becauſe he hath opened 
them ; God's mercies are as comfortable in their 
iſſue, as in themſclves ; ſeldom ever do bleſſings 


go alone ; where our Saviour ſupplied the bride- 


groom's wine, there he heals the ruler's fon; he 
had not in all theſe coaſts of Galilee done any 
miracle but here: to him that hath ſhall be 


We do not findChrift oft attended with nobili- 
ty: here he is; it was ſomegreat peer or ſome noted 
courtier that was now a ſuitor to him for his dy- 


ing ſon : earthly greatneſs is no defence againſt 


afflictions: we men forbear the mighty: diſeaſe 


and death know no faces of lords or monarchs : 
could theſe be bribed, they would be too rich ; 
why ſhould we grudge not to be privileged, when 
we ſee there is no ſpare of the greateſt? 
This noble ruler liſtens after Chri/f's return 
into Galilee ; the moſt eminent amongſt men will 
be glad to hearken after Chriff in their neceſſity : 
happy was it for him that his ſon was fick; he 
had not elſe been i with his Saviour, 
his foul had continued fick of ignorance and 
unbelief : why elſe doth our good God ſend us 
pain, loſſes, oppoſition, but that he may be fought 
to ? Are we afflifted, whither ſhould we go but 
to Cana, to ſeek Chriſt? whither but to the Cana 
of heaven, where our water of forrow is turned 
to the wine of gladneſs, to that omnipotent phy- 
fician, who healeth all our infirmities ; that we 
may once ſay, Ii is good for me that I was afflitt- 
ed. 
It 
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No way 
rous : Our fouls are fick of a ſpiritual fever, la- 
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It was about a day's journey from Capernaum to 
Cana; thence hither did this courtier come for 
the cure of his ſon's fever ; what pains even the 
greateſt can be content to take for bodily health ? 
is long, no labour tedious to the deſi- 


bouring under the cold fit of i ity, and the 
hot fit of ſelf-love, and we fit ftill at home, and 
had he been quite faithleſs, he had not taken ſuch 
pains to come to Chi. Had he been faithful, 
he had not made this ſuit to Chriff, when he was 
come, Come down and heal my ſon, ere he die. 

Come down, as if Chriff could not have cured 
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only phyſician for all diſeaſes ; but 
and heal him, was to teach God how to 
It is good reaſon that he ſhould challenge 
right of preſccibing to us, who are every way 
his own : it is preſumption in us to ſtint him 


: 
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unto our forms : an expert workman cannet abide 
to be taught by a novice ; how much leſs ſhall 
the all-wiſe God endure to be direfted by his 


creature. This is more than if the patient ſhould 
take upon him to give a recipe to the phyſician : 
that God would give us grace is a beſeeming ſuit, 
but to ſay, give it me by proſperity, is a ſawcy 
motive. | 

As there is faithfulneſs in deſiring the end, fo 


they have his own promiſe, we may call ablolute- 
iy for 2 bleffing : in all ethers, there is no reaſon 
that beggars hauld be chufers. He who doth 
whatever he will, muſt do it how be will : it i 
tor us to receive, not to appoint. 

Ho who cane to complain of his fon's ficknefs, 


-hears of his own, Except ye fer figns and wonders 


preached 
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The Rursa's Son cured. 


believe without ſigns, was a fign 
It was a foul fault, and a dangerous one,7 will 


ſermons of ſo divine a teacher? The greater 
light we have, the more ſhame it is for us to 
ſtumble. 

Oh what ſhall become of us, that reel and fall 
in the cleareſt ſun-ſhine that ever looked forth 
upon any church ? Be merciful to our fins, O 
God, and fay any thing of us, rather than, Ys 
will not believe. 

Our Saviour tells him of his unbelief; he feels 
not himſelf ſick of that diſeaſe ; all his mind is 
on his dying fon; as cafily do we complain of 
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bodily griefs as we are hardly affected with ſpiri · 
tual. O the meekneſs and mercy of this lamb of 


that gives the breaſt to her unquiet child, inſtead 
of the rod, ſo deals he with our perverſeneſſes. 
How God differences men according to no 


ether conditions, than of their faith ! the Cen- 
turion's fervant was fick, the ruler's fon; the 


wins 

the Centurion's faith therefore could do more 
than the Ruler's greatneſs ; and that faithful man's 
ſervant hath more regard than this great man's 
fon. | 

The Ruler's requeſt was, Come and beal; Chriſt's 
anſwer was, Go thy way, thy ſon lives; our mer- 
ciful Saviour meets thoſe in the end, whom he 
croſſes in the way: how ſweetly doth a 
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our prayers, and while he doth not give us what 
we ask, gives us better that we asked. | 

uſtly doth he forbear to go down with this 
Ruler, leſt he ſhould confirm him in an opinion 
of meaſuring his power by conceits of locality 
and diſtance ; but he doth that in abſence, for 
which his preſence was requifed with a repulſe, 
Thy fr oh; ghuing « groove nas of 
than was craved ; how oft doth 
— our will, that he may hear us to 
our advantage? The choſen veſſel would be rid 
of temptations, he bears of a ſupply of grace: 
the ſick man asks releaſe, receives patience ; life, 
and receives glory: let us ask what we think 
beſt, let him give what he knows beſt. 
the ſon and the father, the fon's fever, the father's 
undelief; that operative word of our Saviour 
was not without the intention of a trial: had 
not the ruler gone home ſatisfied with that inti- 
mation of his ſon's life and recovery, neither of 
them had been bleſſed with ſucceſs : now the 
news of performance meets him one half of the 
way; and he that believed ſomewhat ere he 
came, and more when he went, grew to more 
faith in the way ; and when he came home, in- 
larged his faith to all the skirts of his family; a 
weak faith may be true, but a true faith is grow- 
ing: he that boaſts of a full ſlature in the firſt 
moment of his aſſent, may preſume, but doth 


Great 


tzz CONTEMPLATIONS. 
| Great men cannot want clients, their example 


go to either of the other worlds alone; In vain 


do they pretend power over others, who labour 


not to draw their families unto God. 


} 
: 


XIn. The Don Dzviz ejected. 
St. Luxx, chap. viii. ver. 27, 28. 
Har the prince of our peace might ap- 
met with the prince of darkneſs he foiled him, he 
ejected him; he found him in heaven, thence did 
he throw him headlong ; and verified his prophet, 
I have caft thee out of mine bey mountam, and if 
the devils left their firſt habitation, it was be- 
they could notkeep it ; their 


and with power commands the unclean ſpirits to 


This aft is for no hand but his : when aftrong 


poſſeſſion, none but a ſtronger can re- 
more i; in voluntary Qing the ſtrongeſt may 
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yield to the weakeſt, Samſon to a Dalilah ; but 
in violent, ever the mightieſt carries it; a ſpiri- 
tual nature muſt needs be in rank above a bodily ; 


| neither can any power be above a ſpirit, but the 


God of ſpirits. 

No otherwiſe is it inthe mental poſſeſſion, where 
ever {in is, there Satan is; as on the contrary, 
whoſoever is born of God, the ſeed of God re- 
mains in him ; that evil one not only is, but rules 
in-the ſons of diſobedience: in vain ſhall we try to 
eject him; but by the divine power ofthe redeem- 
er; for this cauſe the Son of God was maniſeſt- 
ed, that he might deſtroy the works of the devil. 
devils of pride, ſelf- love, ſenſual deſires, unbe- 
lief ? None but thou, O Son of the ever living 
God, can free our boſoms of theſe helliſh gueſts ; 
oh cleanſe thou me from my ſecret ſins, and keep 
me that preſumptuous fins prevail not over me ! 
O Saviour, it is no paradoxto ſay that thou caſteſt 
out more devils now, than thou didſt while thou 
wert upon earth; it was thy word, When I am 
lifted up, I will draw all men unto me; Satan 


_ weighs down at the feet, thou pulleſt at the head, 


yea at the heart; in every converſion which thou 
workeſt, there is a diſpoſiefion. Convert me, O 
Lord, and I hall be converted: I know 
are now no other than ordinary; if we expect to 
be diſpoſſeſſed by miracles, it would be a miracle, 
if ever we were diſpolleſſed : oh let thy goſpel 


| have the perſect work in me, fo only ſhall I be de- 
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Nothing can be ſaid to be dumb, but what na- 


heart; yea, that ſtops up all paſſages whether of 
ingreſs®, or egreſs g: of ingreſs at the eye, or 


ear, 
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ear, of egreſs at the that : 
capacity of relief. 3 
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ſpirit, his 
ſpirits as 
Ir the Son of God do but remove our ſpiritual poſ3 


ins 
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tongue is free to his ſpeech : the effects of 
they are wrought, ſo they ceaſe at onen. 


of God, into the confeſſion of our vilenels, into 


the profeſſion of truth. 


conſtructioms: what man could be fo holy, as he that 
was God ? What act could be more worthy, than 


give alms, and faſt 3 ſome will magnify our 
and devotion, others will tax our hypoerify; if 

give not, forme will condemn our hard-beatwaheg- 
others will allow our care of juſtice: if we pregett - | 
plainly, to ſome it will favour of a careleſs flubber- "4 
ing, to others of = mortified ſincerity”: abotaltdy, © 
dne will tax our affefation, others will applies 
our diligence in dreffing the delicate viands of God : 
what marvel is it, if it be thus with our imperiec- 


tion when it fared not otherwiſe with him that was 


143 CONTEMPLATIONS: 
of charity; and then let the world have leave to 
ſpend their gloſſes at pleaſure. It was an heroical 
reſolution of the choſen veſlel, 7 regard very little to 
he judged of you or of man's judgment. 
| Tmarvel not if the people marvelled ; for here were 
four wonders in one; the blind ſaw, the deaf heard, 


3 
11 


in their ſtrangeneſs, and loſe it in their faci- 
boch meet in this. To fee men haunted, yea 
with a dumb devil is fo frequent, that it is 
wonder to find a man free : but to find the 
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fure with the ſcribes, let me wonder with the mu}- 


through Beelzebub the prince of Devils? The Jews 
well knew. that the Gods of the heathen were no 
other than devils ; amongſt whom, becauſe the Lord 
of flies (ſo called, whether for the concourſe of flies 

his facrifices, or for his aid 


i 


there is The King of Gods, the Lord of Lords ; higher 
than the highef. If to the earth, there are mo- 


the church do-with fach = form, as is not exempli- 


fied in heaven, in earth, in hell ? | 
One devil (according to their ſuppoſition) may be 
uled to caſt out another : how far the command of 
und fine over another may extend, is a ſecret of 
{nfernal fate, too deep for the inquiry of men: the 
thing itſelf is apparent ; upon compar, —_ 


The Dun Divit JS 157 
contrated compoſition, one gives way to another for 
the common : as we fee in the con- 
wealth of cheaters, and cut-purſes ; one doth the 
kad another is fee'd.to bring it out; and ue procure 
reſtitution : both axe of the trade; both conſpire to 
the fraud; the actor falls not out with the — . 
but li id with ” | 1 


an hook ?- 


What 
_ hath 

"ug 
again: and if he will not, it is the 
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Beelzebub was a devil to the Jews, therefore they ac. 
cuſe him for a conjurer : Beekzebab was the chief 
devils, therefore they accuſe him for an arch-exorciſt, 
for the worſt kind of magician : ſome profeſſors of 
this black art, though their work 'be deviliſh, yet 
they pretend to do it in the name of yu, and will 
preſumptuouſly ſeem to do that by command, which 
is ſecretly tranſacted by : the ſcribes ac- 
cuſe ri of a direct compact with the devil, and 
ſuppoſe both a league and familiarity, which by the 
law of, lit. (in the very hand of a Sau/) was no 
other than deadly ; yea ſo deep doth this wound reach 
that our Saviour ſearching it to the bottom, finds no 


les in it than the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; infer- 


ring hereupon that dreadful ſentence of the irremiſſi- 
bleneſs of that fin unto death: and if this horrible 
crimination were caſt upon thee, O Saviour, in whom 
the prince of this world found nothing, what wonder 
is it if we thy ſinful ſervants be branded on all fides 
with evil tongues ? | 

Yea(which is yet more) how plain is it that theſe 
men forced their tongue to ſpeak this ſlander againſt 
their own heart ? Elſe this had been only 
againſt the Son of man, not againſt the Holy Ghoft : 
but now that the ſearcher of finds it to be no 
leſs than againſt the bleſſed fpirit of God, the ſpight 
muſt needs be obſtinace ; there malice doth wilfully 
croſs their conſcience. Envy never regards how true, 
but how miſchievous: fo it may gall, or kill, it cares 


little, whether with truth or falſhood : For us, Blefſed 
falſely name Chreft; . 
fever al begun the the flo tpn? Fo 
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eur forefathers. 
Elias brought fire 
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kdelity ever loves to be her own carver. 

No fon can be more like a father than theſe Jews 
to their progenitors in the deſert, that there might 
be no fear of degenerating into good, they mf 2. 
tempted God in the G_ = 14 
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them, the ſea is before them: now they are more 
that they are ſafe on the other ſhore, they tempt the 
providence of God for water : the rock yields it 
them ; then, no leſs for bread and meat ; God ſends 
manna and quails : they cry out of the food of 
angels ; their preſent enemies in the way are van- 
quiſhed, they whine at the men of meaſures, in the 
heart of Cm: nothing from God but mercy ; 
Their true brood both in nature and in fin had 
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XIV. MATTHEW CALLED, | 
K. Marr. chap. ix. ver. 9. 
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might either allure thine eye, or not offend it ? What 


but an hateful trade, an cvil eye, a griping hand, 
bloody tables, heaps of ſpoil ? Yet now thou faidſt, 
me : thou that fat once to ., Thy 
nativity is of the land of Canaan: 
wes an Amorite, thy mother an Hittite : 


F 


L 


| 


_ 
waſt 
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What canſt thou ſee in us, O God, but ugly deſon 


mies, horrible fins, deſpicable miſeries, yet doth 
TI ny wp unto us, both, Live, and 
Follow me b 


The 
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heart: the world cannot hold us down, Satan can- 
not ſtop our way, we ſhall ariſe and follow thee. 


Te was' not 2 more bufy than gaitiful trade that 


Matthew zbandoned to follow Chrift into poverty; 
and now he calf away his counters, and ſtruck his 
tallies, and crofſed his books, and contemned his 


heaps of caſh in compariſon of that better treaſure, 


_—_ —— * in that happy attendance. 
any commodity be valued of us too dear to be 
. 
than diſciples : Our Saviour invites Aﬀetthew to a 
; Afarthew invites him to a feaſt. The 
Joy of his call makes him begin his abdication of the 
world, in the banquet. 

Here was not a more cheerful thankfulneſs in the 
inviter, than a gracious humility in the gueſt : the 
and is honoured with fo bleſſed a preſence. I do not 
find was ever bidden to any table, and re- 
fuſed : if aPhariſce, if aPublican invited him, he made 
not dainty to go: not for the pleaſure of the diſhes, 
what was that to him who began his work in a 
whole Lent of days? But (as it was his meat and 
drink to do the will of his Father) for the benefit of 
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ive their brother from © :O Saviour, 

| whether thou feaſt us, or we feaſt thee, in bork of 
is bl ſſed * 15 * , 4 

Where a publican is the feaſt-maſter, it is no mar- 
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What ſinner can fear to kneel before thee, when 
he fees Publicans and finners fit with thee? Who 
can fear to be deſpiſed of thy meckneſs and mercy, 
which didft not abhor to converſe with the outcaſts 


viour, our breaſts are too oft ſhut upon thee, thy 
boſom is ever open to us z we are as great finners 
as the conſorts of theſe Publicans, why ſhould we 
deſpair of a room at thy table ? 

Theſe ſquint- eyed Phariſees look acroſs at all the 
ions of Chrif ; 


may be moſt likely 


to hurt: all the crew of ſatanĩcal 
inftruments have learnt this craft of their old tutor 
in Paradiſe: we cannot reverence that man, whom 


and 
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Every foul is ſick ; thoſe moſt that feel it not: thoſe 
that feel it, complain; thoſe that complain, have 
cure : i 
dying 


as of fin, fo of forrow for fin; it is as 
ſhould die, as it is unpoſſible for thee 
to want either ſkill, or power, or mercy ; fin hath 
made us fick unto death, make thou us but as fick 
of our fins, we are as ſafe, as thou art gracious. 
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XV. CHRIST the Gznorsexs; 
or Lecion, and the Gavarens Heap. 


of all that cruelty of the evil ſpirit, there was fome- 


times a remiffion, if not an intermiſſion of vexation. 
If, e- times Satan caught him, then, ſometimes, in 
the ſame violence, he caught him not. It was no 
thank to that malignant one, who as he was indefa- 
tigable in his executions, fo unmeaſfurable in bis 
malice ; but to the merciful over-ruling of God, 
who in 2 gracious reſpect to the weakneſs of his poor 

creatures, 
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creatures, limits the ſpightful attempts of that im- 
may take breath: he who in his juſtice gives way 
to ſome onſets of Satan, in his mercy reſtrains them, 
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164 CONTEMPLATIONS. 
in corporal ? the worſt Demomac hath his light- 
ſome reſpites 3 nor ever tortured, nor ever furious ; 
—_— —_  _ talk ſenſibly, 
: it is a woeful comfort that we fin 
27 there is no maſter ſo barbarous as to 
require of his flave a perpetual unintermitted toil, yet 
though he ſometimes eat, fleep, reſt, he is a vallal 
Rill : if that wicked one have drawn us to a cuſto- 
mary perpetration of evil, and have wrought us 
to a frequent iteration of the ſame fin, this is gage 
enough for our ſervitude, matter enough for his ty- 
ranny, and infultation : he that would be our tor- 


of Satan, fo with the material chains of the inhabi- 
tants ; what can bodily force prevail againſt a ſpirit? 


Yet they endeavour this reftraint of the man, whe- 


one v © 83- 
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cords and ropes, like a thread of tow, but God by 
* The man doth not break theſe chains, but 
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their good behaviour, by the fweet and eaſy recog- 


nizances of their duty to their God, and the care of 


their own fouls, 133 ä 


up in the bundle of life. 

| k wane eee chains weee torn oi 

but for more motion : this priſoner runs away from 

His friends, he cannot run away from his jaylor : he 
is now carned into the wilderneſs : not by meer en- 
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evil can befall us, | 

not, relieveſt not ? How ſafe ure we that have ſuch 
ſuch a mediator in heaven ? 
before had our Saviour commanded tho 
waters, and they could not but obey 
in the fame language to the 
ſuperiority ; he only 
firong one in poſleſ- 

though 
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firife was about the body of Afoſes, commanded not, 
but imprecated rather, The Lord rebuks thee, Satan : 
it is only the God that made the ſpirit an angel of 
light that can command him, now that he hath made 
himſelf the prince of darkneſs. If any created power 
dare to uſup a word of command, he laughs at 
their preſumption, and knows them his vailals, 
whom he diflembles to fear as his Lords. It is thou 
only, O Saviour, at whoſe beck thoſe ſtubborn prin- 
cipalities of hell yield, and tremble : no wicked man 
can be fo much a ſlave to Satan, as Satan is to thee, 
the interpolition of thy grace may defeat that domi- 
nion of Satan: thy rule is abſolute, and capable of 
no lett. What need we to fear, whilſt we are un- 
der ſo omnipotent a commander? The waves of the 


229 yet the Lord is ſtronger than. 
powers do their 


mand of him, whe loved us ſo well as to bleed for 
us: what can we now doubt of? His power, or his 
will ? how can we profeſs him a God, and doubt of 
his power ? how can we profeſs him a Saviour, and 
- doubt of his will ? he both can and will command 
thoſe infernal powers: we are no leſs ſafe, than they 


are malicious. 

by the eyes of the Demo- 
niac z n. but it was the 
all ſpirit that faid, / beſecch thee torment me not: it was, 
fore againſt his will that he ſaw ſo dreadful an object. 
The over-ruling power of Chrif dragged the foul 
out of fight : the limbs of ſo woful an head ſhall 
ance call on the hills, and rocks to hide them from 
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the face of the lamb ; ſuch lion-like terror is in that 
mild face, when it looks upon wickedneſs : neither 
ſhall it be one day the leaſt part of the torment of 
the damned, to ſee the moſt lovely ſpectacle that 
heaven can afford ; he from whom they fled in his 
offers of grace, ſhall be ſo much more terrible as he 
was, and is more gracious : I marvel not therefore 
that the devil, when he ſaw Jeſiu, cry'd out; I could 
marvel that he fell down, that he worſhipped him: 
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ſtration of wicked men 2nd devils, is only an act of 
form, or of force ; as to their judge, as to their tor- 
mentor, not as to their Lord; in meer ſervility, not in 
reverence, in an uncomfortable dulneſs, without all 
delight : in a perſect horror, without capacity of joy. 

Vol. I. I Theſe 
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Theſe worſhip without thanks, becauſe they fall 
down without the true affections of worſhip. 
Whoſo marvels to fee the devil upon his knees, 
would much more marvel to hear what came from 


his mouth, Jeſu the Son of the maſt high God; a con- 


feſſion, which if we ſhould hear without the name 
of the author, we ſhould aſk, from what faint it 
came. Behold the ſame name given to Chrift by the 
devil, which was formerly given him by the angel, 
Thou ' ſhalt call his name Jeſus ; that awful name, 
whereat every knee ſhall bow, in heaven, in earth, 
and under the earth, is called upon, by this proſtrate 
devil: and leſt that ſhould not import enough, (ſince 
others have been honoured by this name in time) he 
adds for full diſtintion, The ſen of the moſt bigh God : 


4p fond mnt; and what other do I hear 
the lips of the fend ? None more divine words 


exefing ; and the devil ſhould have been ſet up for = 
ſaint, in confefling, Jeſus the Sen of the nbc 
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God : Fond hypocrite, that pleaſeth thyſelf, in talk- 
ing well, hear this devil; and when thou canſt 
ſpeak better than he, look to fare better; but in the 
mean time know, that a ſmooth tongue, and a foul 
heart, carries away double judgments. 

Let curious heads diſpute, whether the devil knew 
Chriſt to be God: in this I dare believe himſelf, tho? 
in nothing elſe ; he knew what he believed, what he 
believed that he conſeſſed, Jeſus the Sin of the moſt 
high Gad, to the confuſion of thoſe ſemi-chriftians, 
that have either held doubtfully, or iznorantly miſ- 
known or blaſphemouſly denied what the very devils 
have profeſs'd. How little can a bare ſpeculationgvail 
us in theſe caſes of divinity ? So far this devil hath 
attained, to ro caſe, no com ort. alone 
doth but puff up ; it is our love that edifies : if there 
be not a ſenſe of our ſure intereſt in this Feſus, a 
power to apply his merits, and obedience, we are 
no whit the ſafer, no whit the better; only we are 
ſo much the wiſer, to underſtand who ſhall condemn 
us. 

This piece of the clauſe was ſpoken like a faint, 
Jeſus the Son of the moſt high G the other piece 
like a devil, hat have I to do with thee ? If the diſ- 
clamation were univerſal, the latter words would im- 
pugn the former ; for whilſt he conſeſſes Jeſus to 
be the Son of the moſt high God, te withal con- 
feſles his own inevitable ſubjecti Wherefore 
would he beſeech, if he were not cbnoxious ; he 
cannot, be dare not fay, What haft thou to de with 
me but, What e I to do with thee? Others 
indeed I have vexed, thee I fear ; in reſpect then of 


have 
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have 1 to ds with thee And doſt thou aſk, O thou 
evil ſpirit, what haſt thou to do with Chrif, 
whilſt thou vexeſt a ſervant of Chrif? Haſt thou 
thy name from knowledge, and yet ſo miſtakeſt him 
whom thou confefleſt, as if nothing could be 
done to him, but what immediately concerns his own 
perſon ? Hear that great and juſt judge ſentencing 
upon his dreadfu] tribunal : In as much as thou didit 
it to ore of theſe little ones, thou did it unto me : it 
is an idle miſ-prifion ® to ſever the ſenſe of an injury 
done to any of the members, from the head. 

He that had humility enough to kneel to the Son 
of God, hath boldneſs enough to expoſtulate, Art 
then come to torment us before our time? Whether it 
were, that Satan, who uſeth to enjoy the torment 
of ſinners, whoſe muſic it is to hear our fſhricks 
aud gnaſhings, held it no ſmall piece of his torment, 
to be reſtrained in the exerciſe of his tyranny : or, 
whether the very preſence of Ori were I's rack: 
for the guilty ſpirit projecteth terrible things, and 
and cannot behold the judge, or the executioner 
without a renovation of horror : or, whether that 
(as himſelf profeſſeth) he were now in a fearful ex- 
pectation of being commanded down into the deep, 
for a further degree of actual torment, which he thus 
deprecates. 

There are tortures appointed to the very ſpiri- 
tual natures of evil angels: men that are led by ſenſe, 
have eaſily granted the body ſubject to torment, 
Denn i 
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we ſhould herein fear, than enquire; but as all mat - 
ters of faith, though they cannot be proved by reaſon 
(for that they are in a higher ſphere) yet afford an 
anſwer able to ſtop the mouth of all reaſon that dares 
bark againſt them, (ſince truth cannot be oppoſite 
to itſelf) ſo, this of the ſufferings of ſpirits: there is 
therefore both an intentional torment incident to ſpi- 
rits, and a real: for as, in blefſedneſs, the good ſpi- 
rits find themſelves joined unto the chief good, and 
hereupon feel a perfect love of God, and unſpeakable 
joy in him, and reſt in themſelves ; fo contrarily, the 
evil ſpirits perceive themſelves eternally excluded 
from the preſence of God, and ſee themſelves ſettled 
in a woful darkneſs; and from the ſenſe of this ſepu 
ration ariſes an horror not to be expreſſed, nor to bo 


_ conceived : how many men have we known to tor- 


ment themſelves with their own thoughts? There 
needs no other gibbet than that, which their trou- 
bled fpiric hath erected in their own heart: and if 


immediately from the ſoul, and draw the body into 2 
participation of miſery : why may we not therefore 
conceive meer and ſeparate ſpirits capable of ſuch an 
inward excruciation ? 

Beſides which, I hear the judge of men and an- 
gels fay, Go ye curſed inte everlaſting fire, prepared 
the devil, and his angels ; I hear the prophet ſay, 
ophet is prepared of old : if with fear, and without 
curiolity we may look upon thoſe flames, why may 
we not attribute a ſpiritual nature to that more than 
natural fire? In the end of the world, the elements 
ſhall be diſſalved by fire, and if the n 
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ſential matter of the ſky, and the element of fire 


r and withal admire 
and magnify that infinite mercy to the miſera- 
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ion of man, which after this holy ſeve- 


There is no time wherein the evil ſpirits are not 
tormented : there is a time wherein they expect to be 
tormented more: Art thou come to torment us 
— 2 They knew that the laſt aſaes arc 


they ſay, Before the time. Even the very evil 


yet 
rex fearfully attend a ſet day of univer- 


torment: he might upon 
of angels, have inſlicted on them the higheſt extre- 
: he might upon the firſt ſins 
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to the evil ſpirits is altogether impoſſible; they do 
ſuffer, they muſt ſuffer ; and though they have now 
deſerved to ſuffer all they muſt, yet they muſt once 
ſuffer more than they do. 

Yet fo doth this evil ſpirit expoſtulate, that he 
ſues, I beſeech thee torment me not. The world is 
well changed, fince Satan's firſt onſet upon Chrift : 
then, he could ſay, If thou he the Son of God; now, 
Fefus, the Son of the moſt bigh God; then, All theſe 
will I give thee if thou wilt fall down, and worſhip 
me ; now, I beſeech thee torment me not : The fame 
power, when he liſts, can change the note of the 
tempter, to us; how happy are we that have ſuch 
a redeemer as can command the devils to their 
chains? Oh conſider this ye lawleſs ſinners, that 
have ſaid, Let us break his bonds, and caft his cords 
frem us : however, the Almighty ſuffers you, for a 
judgment to have free ſcope to evil, and ye can 
now i refiſt the revealed will of your crea- 
tor, yet the time ſhall come, when ye ſhall ſee the 
very maſters, whom he have ſerved (the powers of 
darkneſs) unable to avoid the revenges of God; how 
much lefs ſhall man ftrive with his maker; man, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, whoſe houſe is clay, 
whoſe foundation is the duſt ? 

Nature teaches every creature to wiſh a freedom 
themſelves ; and this love muſt needs produce a de- 
precation of evil: yet what a thing & this, to hear 
the devil at his prayers : / beſeech thee torment me not - 
Devotion is not guilty of this, but fear : there is no 
grace in the fuit of the devils, but nature; no re- 
ſpeſt of glory to their creator, om 
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mouth, in extremity, imploring 
the devils do ſo? the worſt of all crea- 


againſt fin, we 
niſhment ; which is no other than the inſeparable 
ſhadow of that body ; but if we have not laboured 
ment; God muſt be juſt ; and the wages of fin is 
death. 
It pleaſed our holy Saviour, not only to let fall 
words of command upon this ſpirit, but to inter- 
change fome ſpeeches with him: All Chriff's action 
are not for example. It was the error of our grand- 
mother to hold chat with Satan: that God, who 
knows the craft of that old ſerpent, and our weak 
fimplicity, hath charged us not to enquire of an 
evil ſpirit : ſurely if the diſciples returning to Jacob 
well, wondered to ſee Chriſt talk with a woman, well 
| may we wonder to fee him talking with an. unclean 
' ſpirit : let it be no preſumption, O Saviour, to ask 
= not follow thee: we know, that fin was excepted in 
| thy conformity of thy felf to us; we know there 
| was no guile found in thy mouth, no poſſibility of 
taint in thy nature, in thine actions: neither is it 
hard to conceive how the fame thing may be done 
by thee without fin, 1 we eannot but fin in 
I's doing 
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doing. There is a vaſt difference in the intention, 


in the agent; for, on the one fide, thou didſt not 
ask the name of the ſpirit, as one that knew not, 
and would learn by inquiring, but that by the con- 
feffion of that miſchief, which thou pleaſedſt to 
ſuffer, the grace of the cure might be the more con · 
ſpicuous, the more glorious; ſo, on the other, 
God and man might do that ſafely, which mere man 
cannot do, without danger ; thou mighteſt touch 
the leproſy, and not be legally unclean, becauſe 
thou touched it to heal it, didſt not touch it with 
poſſibility of infeftion ; ſo mighteſt thou, who by 
reaſon of the ion of thy divine nature, wert 
uncapable of any ſtain, by the interlocution with Sa- 
tan, fafely confer with him, whom corrupt man, 
pre-diſpoſed to the danger of ſuch a. parly, may 
out peril : it is for none but God to hold diſcourſe 
with Satan: our ſureſt way is to have as little to do 
with that evil one, as we may ; and if he ſhall offer 
to maintain conference with us by his ſecret tempta- 
tions, to turn our ſpeech unto our God, with the 
archangel, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan. 

It was the preſuppoſition of him, that knew it, that 
not oaly men but ſpirits have names : this then he 
asks, not out of an ignorance, or curioſity ; nothing 
could be hid from him who calleth the ſtars, and all 
err 
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agreement in theſe powers of darkneſs, which were 
all forced to vail unto that almighty command. 
Before, the devil had ſpoken ſingularly of himſelf, 
What have I to de with tber; and, I beſeech thee tor- 
ment me not - Our Saviour yet, knowing that there 
was a multitude of devils lurking in that breaſt, who 
diſſembled their preſence, wreſts it out of the ſpirit 
by this interrogation, ¶ hat is thy name? Now can 
thoſe wicked ones no longer hide themſelves : hethat 
asked the queſtion, forced the anſwer, Ay name is 
Legion. The author of diſcord hath borrowed a 
name of war; from that military order of diſcipline 
(by which the Jews were ſubdued) doth the devil 
ſetch his denomination: they were many, yet they 
fay, My name, not, Our name; though many, they 
ſpeak as one, they at as one, in this poſlefiion : 
there is a marvellous accordance even betwixt evil 
ſpirits ; that kingdom is not divided, for then it 
could not ſtand; I wonder not that wicked men do 
ſo conſpire in evil, that there is ſuch imity in 
the broachers, and abettors of errors, when I fee 
thoſe devils, which are many in ſubſtance, are one 
in name, action, habitation: who can too much 
brag of unity, when it is incident unto wicked ſpirits? 
All the praiſe of concord is in the ſubject; if that 
be holy, the conſent is angelical : if ſinful, devi- 
kh, | 

What a fearful advantage have our fpiritual ene- 
mies againſt us? If armed troops come againſt ſingle 
ſtragglers, what, hope is there of life, of victory? 
How much doth it concern us to band our hearts 


together, in a communion of faints ? Our enemies 


came upon us like a torrent: oh let us not run 
aſundet 
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aſunder like drops in the duſt : all our united forces 
will be little enough, to make head againſt this 
league of deſtruction. 

Legion imports order, number, conflict. Order, 
in that there is a diſtinction of regiment, a ſubordi- 
nation of officers; though in hell there be confuſion 
of faces, yet not confuſion of degrees; Number, 
thoſe that have reokoned a. legion at the loweſt, 
have counted it fix thouſand : others have more than 
doubled it, though here it is not ſtrict, but figura- 
tive, yet the letter of it implies multitude : how fear- 
ful is the conſideration of the number of apoſtate an 
gels? and if a legion can attend one man, how 
many muſt we needs think are they, who, all the 
world over, are at hand, to the puniſhment of the 
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this number is not for ſight, for teſt; 


motion, for action; neither was there ever 
hour, 
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we cannot be ſaſe from them, 
ledge, not oppoſe them. - 

The devils are now become great ſuitors toChrif- 
that he would not command them into the deep-z 
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that he would permit their entrance into the ſwine. 
What is this deep but hell ? both from the utter ſe- 
paration from the face of God, and for the impoſſibility 
of paſſage to the region of reſt and glory ? The very 
evil ſpirits then, fear and expect a further degree of 
torment; they know themſelves reſerved in thoſe 
chains of darkneſs for the judgment of the great 
day: there is the ſame wages due to their fins, and 
td ours; neither are the wages paid till the work be 
done, they tempting men to ſin, muſt needs fin grie- 
vouſſy in tempting, as with men, thoſe that miſlead 
into fin, offend more than the actors; not till the up 
ſhot therefore of their wickedneſs ſhall they receive 
the full meaſure of their condemnation. This day, 
this deep, they tremble at: What ſhall 1 fay of 
thoſe men that fear it not ? It is hard for men to be- 
Heve their own unbelief : If they were perſwaded of 
this fiery dungeon, this bottomleſs deep, wherein 
every fin ſhall receive an horrible with the 
damned, durſt they ſtreteh forth their hands to wick- 
edneſs ? No man will put his hand into a fery erueĩ 
ble to fetch gold thence, becauſe he knows it will 
burn him : did we as truly believe the everlaſting 
burning of that infernal fire, we durſt not offer to 
fetch pleaſures, or profits, out of the midſt of thoſe 
flames. | 
| This degree of torment they grant in Chrif's 
power to command, they knew his power unreſiſti- 
ble, had he therefore but faid, Back to bell whonce ye 
came, they could no more have ſtaid upon earth, 
than they can now climb into heaven. O the won- 
d erſul diſpenſation of the Almighty, who though he 
could command all the evil ſpirits down to their 

dungeons 
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Derr inſtant, ſo as they 


of temptation, yet thinks fit to 
nee It is not out of weakneſs, 


or improvidence of that divine hand, that wicked 
fpirits tyrannize here upon earth, but out of the moſt 
wiſe, and moſt holy ordination of God, who knows 
how to turn evil into good ; how to fetch good 
out of evil, and by the worſt inſtruments to bring 
about his moſt juſt decrees : Oh that we could adore 


even of hell itſelf, and cither lets out, or returns the 
devils to their places. 

Their other ſuit hath ſome marvel in moving it, 
more in the grant; That they might be ſuffered to 
enter into the herd ſiuine. It was their ambition 
of ſome miſchief, that brought forth this defire : 
that ſince they might not vex the body of man, they 


might yet afflift men in their goods: the malice of 
theſe envious ſpirits reacheth from us, to ours : 
— 


it is 
their wills, if we be not every way miſe- 
rable : if the ſwine were legally unclean for the uſe 
of the table, yet they were naturally good: had not 
Satan known them uſeful for man, he had never 
deſired their ruin: but as fencers will ſeem to fetch 
a blow at the leg, when they intend it at the head, 
ſo doth this devil, whilſt he drives at the ſwine, 
he aims at the fouls of theſe Gadarencs: by this 
means he hoped well (and his hope was not vain)to 
work in them a diſcontentment at Chriff, an unwil- 
lingneſs to entertain him, a defire of his abſence ; 
he meant to turn them into ſwine, by the loſs of 


their ſwine: it was not the rafters, or ſtones of the 
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houſe of Jen children, that he bore the grudge to, 
but to the owners ; nor to the lives of the children 
ſo much, as the foul of their father: there is no 
all Won wherein he doth not ſtrike at the heart; 
which, whilſt it holds free, all other damages are 
light; but a wounded fpirit (whether with fin or 
forrow) who can bear? whatever becomes of goods, 
or limbs, happy are we if (like wiſe ſoldiers) we guard 
the vital parts, whilſt the foul is kepe found from 
impatience, from diſtruſt, our enemy may e us, 
he cannot hurt us. 

They fue for a ſuſſerance; not daring other, than 
to grant, that without the permiſſon of Cbriſt, they 
could not hurt a very fwine ; if it be fearful to think 
how great things evil ſpirits can do with permiſſion : 
it is comfortable to think how nothing they can do 
IN IM 
to of God's work ; but of 


OY a on ls: but if without leave 
they cannot ſet upon an hog, what can they do to the 


our Saviour. And can he that would give his own 
maſt gonnlons blood for us, to fave us from evil, 
give us over to evil. 

It is no news that wicked fpirits wiſh to do miſ- 
chief, it is news that they are allowed it: if the ow- 
ner of all things ſhould ſtand upon his abſolute com- 
mand ; who can him for what he thinks fit 
to do with his creature? the firſt foal of the afs is 
commanded, under the law, to have his neck broken: 
what is that to us ? the creatures do that they were 


made for, if they may ſerve any way to the glory of 
| their 


„ „ „„ oo yo O* vPACtpoROSHESS 


"OY i FR" FO TT HE =*Y — 1 


lg toe nals og ³wUMM . 


CHRIS T among the Gencnszns. 18g 
their maker : but ſeldom ever doth God leave his ac- 
tions unfurniſhed with ſuch reaſons, as our weakneſs 
that denied ſpirits, they could not be more evidently, 
more convinced than by this event : now 
ſhall the Gadarenes ſee from what a multitude of de- 
vils they were delivered; and how eaſy it had been 
for the ſame power to have allowed theſe ſpirits to 
ſeize upon their perſons, as well as their ſwine: 
neither did God this without a juſt purpoſe of their 
caſtigation; his judgments are righteous, where they 
are moſt ſecret ; we cannot accuſe theſe in- 
habitants of yet he could ; and thought good 
thus to mult them: and if they had not wanted 
grace to acknowledge it, it was no ſmall favour of 
God, that he would puniſh them in their ſwine, for 
that which he might have avenged upon their bodies 
and fouls : our goods are furtheſt off us; if but in 
theſe we ſmart, we muſt confeſs to find mercy. | 
Sometimes it pleaſeth God to grant the fuits of 
wicked men, and fpirits, in no favour to the ſuitors : 
he grants an ill ſuit, and with-holds a good. He 
grants an ill ſuit in judgment, and holds back a 
good one in mercy : the Jfraclites ask meat; hegives 
quails to their mouths, and leanneſs to their fouls : 
the choſen veſſel wiſhes Satan taken off, and hears 
only, My grace is ſufficient for thee: we may not 
evermore meaſure favours by condeſcent : theſe 
devils doubtleſs receive more puniſhment for that 
harmful aft, wherein they are heard. If we axk 
what is either unfit to reccive, or unlawful to beg, 
it is a great favour of our God to be denied. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe ſpirits which would go into the ſwine 
by permiſſion, go out at the command; they had 
works of God are perfect in an inſtant, and not re- 
No ſooner are they caſt out of the man, than they 
are in the ſwine : they will loſe no time, but paſs 
without intermiſſion from one miſchief to another: If 
they hold it a pain not to be doing evil, why is it not 
our delight to be ever doing good ? The impetuouſ- 
neſs was no Jeſs than the ſpeed. The herd was car- 


ried with violence from a fleep place into the lake, and 


Tube wicked fpirits have their wiſh; the ſwine 
are choaked in the waves; what eaſe is this to them ? 
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was cheaked. It is no ſmall force that could do this; 
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CHRIST among the Gzncesens. 187 
him: they run with the news; the country comes 
in with clamour: The whole multitude of the country 
about beſcught him to depart : The multitude is a 


The Gadarenes ſue toChrift for his departure; it is 
too much favour to attribute it to their d 
as if they held themſelves unworthy of fo divine a 
| —_— _ 
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thee, that wiſh to be rid of thee ? Thou haſt cauſe 
to be weary of us, even whilſt we ſuc to hold thee : 
| but when once our wretched unthankfulneſs grows 
weary of thee, who can pity us to be puniſhed with 
thy departure ? Who can fay it is other than righ- 
teous, that thou ſhouldſt retort one day upon us, 
Depart from me ye wicked /! PART 
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PART II. 


To the READER. 


HOSE few ſpare hours which 1 could ei 
YT” hs or Ant the many 75 


1 have been (ſame years ) @ debtor to the church of God 
ans in «cr Jai the dr of many and of my 

en , 1 ſend them forth into the light ; my 
err. 

in as ; 

be pleaſed to know, that I have purpoſely omitted 
. 
with theje I have ſelefed. Thew þ dine ap tack, as 
fearing, not affefting length ; and as careful to aveid the 
as they are, I wiſh them as I hope they ſhall be, bene- 
fcial to God's church; and in them, mtend to ſet up 
reft ; beſeeching my reader that he will mutually — 
change his prayers for, and with me, who am the un- 
worthieft of the ſervants of Chrift, 
Joszyn HALL, Biſhop of Exeter. 
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XVI. The Fairnrur CAN AAN ITE. 


St. Marr. chap. xv. ver. 21 — 28. com. Marx 
Chap. vii. ver, 24 — 30. 


T was our Saviour's trade to do good ; there- 

fore he came down from heaven to earth, there- 
fore he changed one ftation of earth * ancther 3 
nothing more commends goodneſs than 
and diffuſion ; whereas reſervedneſs and cloſe-handed 
reitraint blemiſh the glory of it. The ſun ſtands not 
ſill in one point of heaven, but walks his daily 
round, that all the inferior world may ſhare of his 
influences both in heat and light. Thy bounty, O 
Saviour, did not affect the . praiſe of fixedneſs, but 
motion; one while I find thee at Feruſalem, then at 
Capernaum, ſoon after in the utmoſt verge of Galilce, 
never but doing good. 
- But as the ſun, though he daily compaſs the world, 
yet never walks from under his line, never goes be- 


yond the turning points of the longeſt and ſhorteſt 


day; ſo neither didſt thou, O Saviour, paſs the bounds 
of thine own peculiar people; thou wouldeſt move, 
but not wildly ; not outof thine own ſphere, wherein 
thy glorified eſtate exceeds thine humbled, as far as 
heaven is above earth: now thou art lift up, thou 
draweſt all men unto thee; there are now no liſts, 
no limits of thy ious viſitations : but as the 
whole earth is equi-diſtant from heaven; fo all the 
motions of the world lie equally open to thy bounty. 
Neither yetdidſt thou want outward occaſions of thy 
removal: perhaps the very importunity of the Stribes 
and Phariſees, in obtruding their traditions,. drove 

thee 
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VD Farrurur Canaanirs. 191 
thee thence; perhaps their unjuſt offence at thy doc- 
trine: there is no readier way to loſe Chriſt than to 
clog him with human ordinances, than to ſpurn at 
duce + his Spiirit with his viſible preſence; but his 
very outward withdrawing is worthy of our ſighs, 
worthy of our tears ; many a one may fay, Lord, 
if thou hadſt been here my ſoul had not died: 
thou art now with us, O Saviour, thou art with us 
in a free and plentiful faſhion ; how long thou know- 
eſt; we know our deſervings and fear: O teach us 
how happy we are in ſuch a gueſt; and give us grace 
to keep thee: hadſt thou walked within the Phenician 
borders, we could have told how to have made glad 
conſtructions of thy mercy in turning to the Gen- 
tiles; thou that could'ſt touch the lepers without un- 
cleanneſs, could ſt not be defiled with aliens: but we 
know the partition-wall was not yet broken down; 
and thou that did'ft thy diſciples not to walk 
into the way of the Gentiles, would"ſt not 
thine own rule; once we are ſure thou cameſt to the 
utmoſt point of the bounds of Galler; as not ever 
confined to the heart of Fewry, thou would ſome- 
times bleſs the outer ſkirts with thy preſence: no 
angle is too ſecure for the goſpel ; the land of Zabu- 
hn, and the land of Napthalt, by the way of the 
ſea, beyond Fordan, Gatilee of the Gentiles, the peo- 
ple which fat in darkneſs ſaw great light. The fun 
is not ſcornful, but looks with the ſame face upon 
every plot ef earth; not only the ſtately palaces, and 
pleafant gardens are viſited by his beams, but mean 
old 252 
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to an importunate clamour: the God of merey is light 
of hearing, yet he loves a loud and vehement folici- 
tation, not to make himſelf inclinable to grant, but 
ü [Anz i word] an Irifb foot-ſoldier ; ii boor. Jehuſtn. 
to 
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would come unto Chriſt to purpoſe, muſt come in 
the right ſtile; apprehending a true God, a true 
man, 2 true God and man; any of theſe ſevered. 
from other, makes Chriſt an Idol, and our prayers, 
fin. Being thus acknowledged, what ſuit is fo fit 
for him as mercy; Have mercy on me; It was her 
daughter that was tormented, yet ſhe fays, Hove 
mercy on me perhaps her poſſeſſed child was ſenſe- 
leſs of her miſery; the parent feels both her ſorrow, 
and her own ; as ſhe was a good woman, fo a good 
mother. Grace and good-nature have taught her 
to appropriate the afflitions of this divided part of 
her own fleſh; it is not in the power of another 
fin, to ſever the intereſt of our own loins, or womb : 
We find fome fowls that burn themſelves, whilſt 
they endeavour to blow out the fire from their 
young ; and even ſerpents can receive their brood 
into their mouth to ſhield them from danger ; no 
creature is ſo unnatural, as the reaſonable that hath 
put off aſſection. 
On me, therefore in mine z for my is 
vexed with af devil ; it was this that ſent 
to Chriſt ; it was this that muſt incline Chriſt 
to her; I doubt whether ſhe had after - 
Chriſt, if ſhe had not been vexed with her daughter's 
ſpirit; our afliftions are as Beybadad's beſt coun- 
lors, that ſent him with a cord about his neck to 
the merciful King of Jae}. Theſe are the files. 
and whetſtones that ſet an edge on our devotions ; 
without which they grow dull and ineffectual; nei- 
ther are they ſtronger motives to our ſuit, than to 
s mercy : we cannot have a better 
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and pleads, and importunes for us; this which ſets 
off men, whoſe compaſſion is finite, attrafts God 
to us; who can plead diſcouragements in his acceſs 
to the throne of grace, when our wants are our 
forcible advocates z all our worthineſs is in a capable 


All Ju could not example the faith of this 
Canaanite; yet ſhe was thus tormented in her daugh- 
ter ; it is not the truth or ſtrength of our faith that 
can ſecure us from the outward and bodily vexations 
of Satan; againſt the inward and fpiritual that can 
and will prevail : It is no more antidote againſt the 
other, then againſt fevers and dropſies ; how ſhould 
it, when as it may fall out that theſe ſufferings may 
be profitable ? and why ſhould we enpect that the 
love of our God ſhall yield to fore-lay any benefit 
to the foul? he is an ill patient that cannot diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt an aflition, and the evil of aflic- 
tion; when the meſſenger of Satan buffets us, it 
is enough that God hath ſaid, my grace is ſufficient 
for thee. 

Millions were in Tyre and Bias, whoſe perſons, 
whoſe children were untouched with that torment- 
ing hand; I hear none but this faithful woman fay, 
my daughter is grievouſly vexed of the devil: The 
worſt of bodily afliftions are an inſufficient proof 
of divine pleaſure ; ſhe that hath moſt grace com- 
plains of moſt diſcomfort. : 

Who would now expett any other than a kind 
anſwer to ſo pious and faithful a petition : and be- 
hold, he anſwered her not a word; O holy Saviour, 
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what ſhall we tea? b bens of mercy 
dried up? oh Saviour, couldſt thou but hear? She 
did not murmur, nor whiſper, but cry out; could ſt 
thou but pity, but regard her that was as good as ſhe 
was miſerable? if thy ears were open, could thy bowels 
be ſhut? certainly it was thou that didft put it into the 
heart, into the mouth of this woman to aſk, and to aſk 
thus of thyſelf; ſhe could never have faid, O Lord, 
thou ſon of David, but from thee, but by thee ; none 
calleth Feſws the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt; much 
more therefore, didft thou hear the words of thine 
own making; and well wert thou pleaſed to hear 
what thou thoughteſt good to forbear to anſwer; it 
was thine own grace that ſealed up thy lips. 

Whether for the trial of her patience and perſc- 
verance—for ſilence carried a ſemblance of neglect; 
and a willing neglect lays ſtrong ſiege tothe beſt fort 
of the ſoul; even calm tempers when they have been 
ſtirred, have bewrayed impetuouſneſs of paſſion; if 
there be any dregs in the bottom of the glaſs, when 
the water is ſhaken, they will be ſoon ſeen;---or whe- 
ther for the more ſharpening of her deſires, and 
raiſing of her zealous importunity; our holy longings 
are increaſed with delays; it whets our appetite to 
be held faſting or whether for the more ſweetening 


the benefit that comes with eaſe is eaſily contemned ; 
Jang and eager purſuit endears any favour; oh 4 


of the bleffing by the difficulty or ftay of obtainingz 
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ther for the engaging of his diſciples in ſo charitable 
a ſuĩt; or whether for the wiſe avoidance of excep- 
tion from the captious Fews ; or laſtly, for the draw- 
ing on of an holy and imitable pattern of faithful 
perſeverance ; and to teach us not to meaſure God's 
hearing of our ſuit by his preſent anſwer, or his pre- 
ſent anſwer by our own ſenſe. Whilſt our weak- 
neſs expects thy words, thy wiſdom reſolves upon 
thy filence : never wert thou better pleaſed to hear 
the acclamation of angels, than to hear this woman 
fay, O Lord thou fon of David; yet filence is thyan- 
ſwer; when we have made our prayers, it is an happy 
thing to hear the Report of them back from heaven ; 
but if we always do not fo, it is not for us to be de- 
jected ; and to accuſe either our infidelity, or thy 
neglect; ſince we find here a faithful ſuitor met 
with a gracious Saviour, and yet he anſwered her 
not a word. If we be poor in fpirit, God is rich in 
mercy ;' he cannot fend us away empty; yet he will 
not always let us feel his condeſcenſion, eroſſing us 
in our will, that he may advance our benefit. 
It was no ſmall fruit of Chrif's filence that the 
diſciples were hereupon moved to pray for her; not 
for a mere diſmifion; it had been no favour to have 
ired this, but a puniſhment; for, if to be held 
in be miſerable, to be ſent away with a re- 
pulſe, is more; but for a merciful grant; they ſaw 
much paſſion in the woman, much cauſe of paſſion ; 
they ſaw great diſcouragement on Chri/f's part, great 
conſtancy on hers. Upon all theſe, they feel her 
miſery, and become ſuitors for her, unrequeſted ; it 
is our duty in caſe of to intercede for each 
other ; and by how much more familiar we are with 
K 3 Chriſ, 
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1 CON TEMPLATIONS. 
Cris, fo much more to improve our intireneſs for 
the relief of the diſtreſſed; we are bidden to ſay, 
our Father, not mine ; yea, being members of one 
body, we pray for ourſelves in others; if the foot 
be prickt, the back bends, the head bows down, the 
eyes look, the hands ſtir, the tongue calls for aid; 
the whole man is in pain, and.labours for redreſs ; 
he cannot pray, or be heard for himſelf, that is no 
man's friend but his own ; no prayer without faith, 
no faith without charity, no charity without mutual 
interceſſion. 


That which urged them to ſpeak for her, is urged 
to Chrif by them for her obtaining, ſhe cries after 
us z prayer is as an arww; if itbe drawn up but a 
little, it goes not far, but if it be pulled up to the 
, head, ies ftrongly and pierces deep: if it be but 
dribbled forth of careleſs - lips, it falls down at our 
foot ; the ſtrength of our ejaculation ſends it up into 
heaven, and fetches down a blefling ; the child hath 
eſcaped many a firipe by his loud crying; and the 
very unjuſt judge cannot endure the widow's cla- 
mour. Heartleſs motions do but teach us. to deny; 
fervent ſuits offer violence both to earth and heaven. 

Chrift would not anfwer the woman, but doth an- 
fver the diſciples ; thoſe that have a familiarity with 
God ſhall receive anfwers, when ſtrangers ſhall 
ſtand out; yea even of domeſtics, ſome are more in- 
tire; he that lay in Jeſws his boſom could receive that 
which was concealed from the reſt; 


but who can tell whether that filence, or this anfwer 
be more grievous? I am not ſent but to the loſt ſheep 
of the houſe of I’ what is this anſwer but a de- 
fence of that filence and ſeeming neglect; I 
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anſwer: and therefore 
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changed his name, and diſmiſſed him with a blefling, 
and now be cannot forget his old mercy to the houſe 
of uni: to that only doth he profeſs himſelf ſent; 


and Joſt. O Saviour, we fee thy charge; the houſe 
of Iſrael, not of Eſau; ſheep, not goats, not wolves; 
loſt ſheep, not ſecurely impaled in the confidence of 
their ſafe condition ; wo were to us, if thou wert not 
ED RT 
is not a true one; we are not of thy 
. if we be not ſheep; thou wilt not reduce us 
to thy fold, if we be not Joſt in our own apprehen- 
fions; O Lord, thou haſt put a fleece upon our backs, 


we have loſt ourſelves enough: make us fo ſenſible 


of our own wanderings, that we may find thee ſent 
unto us, and may be happily found of thee, 

Hach not this poor woman yet done? Can nei- 
ther the ſilence of Chrift, nor his denial filence her? 
* bs it poſſible ſhe ſhould have any gli of hope, af- 
ter fo reſolute repulſes ? yet ſtill, as if ſhe faw no ar- 
gument of diſcouragement, ſhe comes, and worthips, 
and cries; Lord, help me; ſhe, which could not 
in the houſe get x word of Chrif, ſhe that ſaw her 


rr 
the comes; before, ſhe followed, now the overtakes 


him; before, the ſued aloof, now ſhe comes cloſe 


to him ; no contempt can caſt her off. Faith is an 
 undaunted grace; it hath a ſtrong heart, and a bold 
forchead; even very denials cannot diſmay it, much 
lefsdelays. She came not to face, not to expoſtulate, 
but to proſtrate herſelf at his feet ; her tongue wor- 


ſhipped him before, now her knee; the eye of her faith 
faw 


mu T7 A222 ÞD 


_ tb ti. n — as 


„„ n 


ung 


The Faithful Can AAurrx. 201 
faw that divinity in Cbriſt, which bowed her to his 
earth; there cannot be a fitter geſture of man to 
God than adoration. 

Her firſt ſuit was for mercy, now, for help; there 
is no uſe of mercy but in helpfulneſs: to be pitied 
without aid, is but an addition to miſery; who can 
blame us if we care not for an unprofitable com- 


The very ſuit was gracious; ſhe ſaith not, Lord, 
if thou can'ſt, help me, as the father of the luna- 
tic; but proſeſſes the power whilſt ſhe begs the act, 
and gives glory where ſhe would have relief. 

Whonow can expect other than a fair and yielding 
anſwer to ſo humble, fo faithful, ſo patient a ſuppliant ; 
what can ſpeed well, if a prayer of faith from the 
knees of ity ſucceed not? and yet, behold, the 
farther ſhe goes, the worſe ſhe fares; her diſcourage - 
ment is doubled with her ſuit. It is not good to 
take the childrens bread and to caſt it to dogs. 


Firſt, his filence implied a contempt; then his an- 


ſwer defended his filence; now his ſpeech expreſſes 
and defends his contempt. Lo, he hath turned 
her from a woman to a dog, and (as it were) ſpurns 
her from his feet with an harſh repulſe ; what ſhall 
we ſay? is the lamb of God turned lion? doth that 
clear fountain of mercy run blood? O Saviour, did 
ever ſo hard a word fall from thoſe mild lips? thou 
calledſt Herod fox; moſt worthily, he was crafty 
and wicked; the Scribes and Phariſees, a generation 
of vipers, they were venomous and cruel; a 
devil, he was both covetous and treacherous; but, 


here was a woman in diſtreſs, and diſtreſs challenges 
mercy ; a good woman, a faithful ſuppliant, a Canaa-- 
K 3 nitifh. 
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nitiſb diſciple, a chriſtian Canaanite, yet rated, and 
whipped out for a dog, by thee who wert all good- 
neſs and mercy; how different are thy ways from 
ours? even thy ſeverity argues favour; the trial had 
not been ſo ſharp, if thou hadſt not found the faith 
ſo ſtrong, if thou hadſt not meant the iſſue ſo happy. 
Thou hadſt not driven her away as a dog, if thou 
hadſt not intended to admit her for a faint; and to 
advance her fo much for a pattern of faith, as thou 
depreſſedſt her for a ſpectacle of contempt. 


the Gentiles, dogs; now the caſe is happily altered. 
The Few: are the dogs (fo their dear and divine 
calls the concifion) we Gentiles are 
the children: what certainty is there in an external 
profeflion? that gives us only to ſeem, not to bez at 
leaſt, the being, that it gives, is doubtful and tem- 
 porary; we may be children to day, and dogs to- 
morrow; the true aſſurance of our condition, is in 
the decree and covenant of God, on his part, in 
our faith and obedience, on ours. How they of chil- 
dren became dogs, it is not hard to ſay; their pre- 
ſumption, their unbelief transformed them; and (to 
perſe& their brutiſhneſs) they ſet their fangs upon 
the Lord of life ; how we of dogs become children. 
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glory? 


what ordinary patience would not have 


contemptuous a repulſe ? 
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and depart ſatisfied. O woman (ſay I) great is thy 
humility, great is thy patience; but, O woman, 
Nx > Go pons, | 
we the ſtock; nothing but faith could thus temper 

the heart, thus ſtrengthen the ſoul, thus charm the 
tongue : O precious faith, O acceptable perſeverance ; 
it is no marvel if that chiding end im favour; be it 
to thee even as thou wilt; never did ſuch grace go- 
away uncrowned ; the beneficence had been ſtrait, 
if thou hadſt not carried away more than thou ſuedſt 
for; lo, thou that cameſt a dog, goeſt away a child; 
thou that wouldeſt but creep under the childrens 
feet, art ſet at their elbow; thou that would have 
taken up with a crumb, art feaſted with full diſhes ;. 
the way to ſpeed well at God's hand, is to be hum- 
bled in his eyes, and in our own. It is quite other- 
wiſe with God and with men; with men, we are- 
ſo accounted of, as we account of ourſelves ; he ſhall 
be ſure to be vile in the light of others, which is- 
vile in his own; with God is got by vain: 
oftentation, nothing is loſt by abaſement. O God, 
when we look down to our own weakneſs; and caſt 
up our eyes to thine infiniteneſs, thine omnipotence, 
what poor things we are? but when we look down 
upon our fins and wickedneſs, how ſhall we expreſs 
our ſhame? none of all thy creatures (except devils) 
are of ſo foul a quality. As we have thus 
made ourſelves worſe than beaſts, ſo let us, in a fin- 
cere humbleneſs of mind, acknowledge it to thee, 
who canſt pity, forgive, redreſs it; fo, ſetting our- 
ſelves down at the lower end of the table of thy crea- 
tures, thou the great maſter of the feaſt mayſt be 
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The Deaf and Dumb Man cured. 

St. Mark chap. vii. ver. 31---to the end. 

U R Saviour's entrance into the coaſts of Tyre 
and Sidon was not without a miracle; neither 
was his regreſs; as the ſun neither riſes, nor ſets 
without light; in his entrance he delivers the daugh- 
ter of the faithful. Syrophenician; in his egreſs, he 
cures the deaf and dumb; he can no more want- 
work, than that work can want ſucceſs. Whether 
the patient were naturally deaf, and perfectly dumb; 
or imperſectly dumb, and deaf I labour 
not; ſure I am that he was ſo deaf that he could 
not hear of Chrift; ſo dumb that he could not ſpeak 
for himſelf; good neighbours ſupply bis cars, his 
tongue; they bring him to Chrif; behold a mira- 
cle led in by charity, acted by power, led out by 


Te was a true office of love to ſpeak thus in the 
cauſe of the dumb; to lend ſenſes to him that 
{ wanted; poor man, he had nothing to intreat forhim 
but his impotence; here was neither ear to inform, 
nor tongue to crave; his friends are ſenſible of his 
infirmity, and unaſked bring him to cure. This 
ſpiritual ſervice we owe to each other; it is true, we 
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do but draw back, we cry after it; we have neither 
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in paradiſe, it hath been ſpiritually deaf; ever ſince 
we ſet our tooth in the forbidden fruit, our 
hath been ſpeechleſs to God; and that which was 
faulty in the root, is worſe in the branches. Every 
foul is more deafned and bedumbed by i 
corruptions, by actual fins; ſome ears the infinite 
mercy of God hath bored, ſome tongues he hath un- 
tied by the power of regeneration; theſe are want- 
ing to their holy faculties, if they do not improve 
themſ:lves in bringing the deaf and dumb unto Chr:f. 
There are ſome deaf and dumb upon neceſſity, 
ſome others upon affeftation; thoſe, ſuch as live 
either out of the pale of the church, or under a fpiri- 
tual tyranny within the church ; we have no help 
for them but our prayers; our pity can reach fur- 
ther than our aid; theſe, ſuch as may hear of a 
Chriſt, and ſue to him, but will not; a condition fo 
much more fearful, as it is more voluntary; this 
kind is full of woful variety; whilſt ſome are deaf 
by an outward ſtopping up; whether by the preju- 
dice of the teacher, or by ſecular occaſions and di- 
ſtractions; others by the inwardly apoſtuming tu- 
mours of pride, by the ill vapours of carnal affeftions, 
of froward reſolutions ; all of them, like the deaf ad- 
der, have their ears ſhut to the divine charmer: O 
miſerable condition of fooliſh men, ſo peeviſhly 
averſe from their own ſalvation; ſo much more wor- 
thy of our commiſeration as it is more incapable of 
their own; theſe are the men whoſe cure we muſt 
labour; whom we muſt bring to Chrif by admn- 
nitions, by threats, by authority, and (if need be) 
dy wholeſome compulſions. 
They do not only lend their hand to the deaf and 

dumb. 


— 


dumb, but their tongue alſo; they ſay for him that 
which he could not but wiſh to ſay for himſelf; doubt- 
leſs they had made figns to him of what they in- 
they ſpeak to Chrift for him; every man lightly hath 
a tongue to ſpeak for himſelf ; happy is he that keeps 
A for other men; we are not with 
ſupplications only, but with interceſſions. Herein is 
both the largeſt improvement of our love, and moſt 
effetual; no diſtance can hinder this fruit of our 
devotion; thus we may oblige thoſe that we ſhall 
never ſee, thoſe that can never thank us; this be- 
neficence eannot impoveriſh us; the more we give, 
we have ſtill the more; it is a ſaſe and happy ſtore 
that cannot be impaired by our bounty ; what was 
their ſuit, but that Ori would put his hand upon 
the patient? notthat they would preſcribe the means, 
or imply a neceffity of his touch; but for that they 
faw this was the ordinary courſe both of Chri/? and 
his diſciples, by touching to heal ; our prayers muſt 
be direfted to the uſual proceedings of God; his ac- 
tions muſt be the rule of our prayers; our prayers 
may not preſcribe his actions. 

That gracious Saviour, who is wont to exceed our 
defires, doth more than they ſue for; not only doth 
he touch the party, but takes him by the hand, and 
leads him from the multitude. 

He that would be healed of his ſpiritual infirmi- 
ties muſt be ſequeſtred from the throng of the world; 
there is a good uſe, in due times, of folitarineſs; 
that ſoul can never enjoy God that is not ſometimes 
retired; the modeſt bri of the church will 
not impart himſelf to his ſpouſe before company; 

or 
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or perhaps this ſeceflion ® was for our example of 
a willing and careful avoidance of vain glory in our 
actions; whence alſo it is that our Saviour gives an 


though beſides this baſhful deſire of obſcurity, here is 
a meet regard of ity in the carriage of our 
actions; the Envy of the Scribes and Phariſees 
might trouble the paſſage of his divine miniſtry; 
their exaſperation is wiſely declined by this retiring ; 
he in whoſe hands time is, knows how to make his 
beſt choice of ſeaſons; neither was it our Saviour's 
meaning to have. this miracle buried, but hid; wiſ- 
dom hath no better improvement than in diſtinguiſh- 
ſtances of dur actions; which whoſoever neglects, 
ſhall be ſure to ſhame his work and mar his hopes. 
Is there a ſpiritual patient to be cured? aſide with 
him; to undertake him before the face of the mul- 
titude is to wound, not to heal him. 

Reproof and good counſel muſt be like our alms, 
in ſecret, ſo as (if poſſible) one ear or hand might 
not be conſcious toother; as in ſome caſes confeſſion, 
ſo our reprehenſion muſt be auricular. The difcreet- 
ſurgeon that would cure a modeſt patient, whoſe ſe- 
cret complaint hath in it more ſhame thanpain, ſhuts 
out all eyes fave his own; it is enough for the God 
of juſtice to ſay, thou didſt it ſecretly, but 1 will do 
it before all Iſracl, and before this ſun; our limited. 
and imperfect wiſdom muſt teach us to apply private 
® Retirement, 

redreſſes 
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There are thoſe whoſe cars are open, but their 
mouths are ſtill ſhut to God; they underſtand, but 
donot utter the wonderful things of God ; there is 
bat half a cure wrought upon theſe men; their car 
is but open to hear their own judgment; except 


tongue, in the car of the patient, his 
heaven: never man had ſo much cauſe 
to heaven as he; there was his home, there was 
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fixed ? every good gift and every perſect gift come 
down from above; how can we look off from that 


hearts grovel upon this earth; but let us faſten them 
above the hills whence cometh our ſalvation ; thence 
let us acknowledge all the good we receive ; thence 
let us expeRt all the good wewant. 

Why our Saviour looked up to heaven (though he 
had heaven in himſelf) we can ſee reaſon enough; 
but why did he figh? ſurely not for need; the leaſt 
motion of a thought was in him impetratory ©; 
how could he chuſe but be heard of his father, who 
was one with the father? a_—_—— 
but for compaſſion, partly for example; for com- 
wager frees. 2+ inſirmities, into which, fin 


bad plunged mankind ; a pitiful inſtance whereof was 


here preſented unto him; for example, to fetch ſighs 

from us for the miſeries of others; ſighs of forrow 

— fighs of deſire for their redreſs ; this is not 

the firſt time that our Saviour ſpent ſighs, yea tears 
„ Able to obtain. 


upon 


— 
i | 
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upon human diſtreſſes; we are not bone of his bone 
and fleſh of his fleſh, if we fo feel not the ſmart of 
our brethren, that the fire of our paſſion break forth 
into the ſmoke of ſighs ; who is weak and I am nat 
weak, who is offended and I burn not ? 

Chrift was not filent whilſt he cured the dumb; 
his Epphatha gave life to all theſe his other actions; 
were the acts of a man; but his command of the ear 
and mouth to open, was the aft of God; he could 
not command that which he made not; his word 
is imperative , ours ſupplicatory ; he doth what he 
will with us, we do by him what he thinks good to 
impart. In this mouth the word cannot be ſevered 
from the ſucceſs ; our Saviour's lips are no ſooner 
opened in his Epphatha, than the mouth of the 
dumb and the ears of the deaf are opened at once ; 
behold here celerity and perſection. Natural agents 
_Y nothing is done in an 

inſtant; by many ſteps is every thing carried from 
the entrance to the conſummation. omnipotency 
knows no rules; no imperfeft work can proceed 
from a cauſe abſolutely perfeft ; the man hears now 
more lightly than if he had never been deaf, and 
ſpeaks more plainly than ifhe had never been tongue- 
tied. And can we blame him if he beſtowed the 
handſel of his ſpeech upon the power that reſtored it? 
if the firſt improvement of his tongue were the praiſe 
of the giver, of the maker of it? or can we expet 
other than that our Saviour ſhould fay, thy tongue 
is free, uſe it to the praiſe of him that made it ſo 3 
thy ears are open, hear him that bids thee proclaim 
thy cure upon the houſe-top: but now, behold con- 
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trarily, he that opens this man's mouth by his pow- 
erful word, by the ſame word ſhuts it again ; charg- 
ing filence by the ſame breath wherewith he gave 
ſpeech; tell no man. | 


Thoſe tongues which interceeded for his cure, 
are charmed for the concealment of it. O Saviour, 
thou knoweſt the grounds of thine own commands; 


it is not for us to enquire, but to obey ; we may not 


honour thee with a forbidden celebration: good 
meanings have oftimes proved injurious. Thoſe men 
whoſe charity employed their tongues to ſpeak for 
the dumb man, do now employ the fame tongues to 
ſpeak of his cure, when they ſhould have been dumb; 
this charge (they imagine) proceeds from an humble 
modeſty in Grit z which the reſpect to his honour 
bids them violate; I know not how we itch after 
F wad tar bobgen 
we willingly neglet; this prohibition increaſeth 
the rumour ; every tongue is buſied about this one 3 
what can we make of this but a well meant diſobe- 
dience? O God, I ſhould more gladly publiſh thy 
name at thy command ; I know thou cant not bid 

me to diſhonour thee ; there is no danger of ſuch an 
injunftion ; but if thou ſhouldſt bid me to hide the 
profeſſion of thy name and wondrous works, I ſhould 
fulfil thy words, and not examine thine intentions ; 
thou knoweſt how to win more honour by our ſi- 
lence than by our promulgation. A forbidden good 
differs little from evil; what makes our actions to be 
fin but thy prohibitions? our judgment avails no- 
thing; if thou forbid us that which we think good, 


i becomes as faulty to thee ward as that which is 


originally evil; Take then the charge of thy glory, groe 
megrace ts tale charge of thy precepts. mi 
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St. Luke xix. 1—10. 
Now was our Saviour walking towards his paft- 
on, his laſt journey had moſt wonders ; Ferichs 
was in his way from Galilee to 


Jeruſalem; he balks 
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for ſome grounds, whereſoever it The condi... 
renn 


Yet ſome things 
their 
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drew hatred upon this profeflion ; out of both they 
are deeply infamous; one while they are matched 
with a 


: 


þ 


1 


5 
mu roctnrT SO gn. reg rerg rg 


he that profeſſed himſelf the chief of finners is now 
among the chief of Saints : Who can deſpair of 
mercy, when he ſees one Jericho ſend both an ar- 


lot and a publican to heaven! 
The 


— — 
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The trade of Zacheus was not a greater rub in 
his way, than his wealthz he that ſent word to 
John for great news, that the poor receive the goſ- 
pel, faid alſo, how hard is it for a rich man to en- 
ter into heaven; this bunch of the camel keeps him 
from paſſing through the needle's eye; although not 
by any malignity that is in the creature itſelf (riches 
are the gift of God) but by reaſon of thoſe three per- 
too commonly attend upon wealth : ſeparate theſe, 


riches are a blefling; if we can fo polſes them that 


they polleſs not us, there can be no danger, much 
benefit in abundance: all the good or ill of wealth 
or poverty is in the mind, in the uſe; he that hath 
a free and lowly heart in riches, is poor; he that 
hath a proud heart under rags, is rich; if the rich 
man do good and diftribute, and the poor man fteal, 
the rich man hath put off his woe to the poor; 
Zacbens had never been ſo famous a convert if he had 
been poor; nor ſo liberal a convert he had not been 
rich ; if more difficulty, yet more glory was in the 
converſion of rich Zachexs. 

It is well that wealthy Zachexs was deſirous to ſee 
Chrift; little do too many rich men care to fee that 
fight; the face of intheir coin is more 
this man leaves his bags to bleſs his eyes with this 
proſpect; yet can I not praiſe him for this too much; 
it was not (I fear) out of faith, but curiofity; be 
that had heard great fame of the man, of his mira- 
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heart ; he that deſires to fee Jeſus, is in the way 
to enjoy him; there is not ſo much as a remote poſ- 
ſibility in the man that cares not to behold him; 
the eye were ill beſtowed, if it were only to be- 
tray our ſouls; there are no leſs beneficial glances 


ſaving objects. | 
I cannot marvel if Zacheus were defirous to ſee 
Jeſus; all the world was not worth this fight ; old 
Simeon thought it beſt to have his eyes cloſed up 
with this ſpectacle, as if he held it pity and diſpa- 
ragement to ſee ought after it; the father of the 
ithful rejoiced to fee him, at nineteen hun- 

years diſtance; and the great doctor of the Gen- 

ſtands upon this, as his higheſt ſtair, Have 
Lord Jeſus? and yet, O Saviour, many 
thee here that ſhall never ſee thy face 
yea, that ſhall call to the hills to hide them 


of it; we are nat wenthy of this uid caliment of 
the heart, if we do not thence ſend forth beams of 
holy defires; and thereby re-convey profitable and 
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quiet till I do now ſee thee the vail of 
heaven, ere I ſhall ſee thee as I am ſeen. 

Fain would Zacheus ſee Jeſus, but he could not; 
it were ſtrange if a man ſhould not find ſome let in 
good deſires; ſomewhat will be ſtill in the way be- 
twixt us and Chrift; here are two hindrances met; 
the one internal, the other external; the ſtature of 
the man, the preſs of the multitude; the greatneſs 
of the preſs, the ſmallneſs of the ſtature: there was 
great thronging in the ſtreets of Jericho to ſee Jeſus; 
the doors, the windows, the bulks were all full; 


dere are many beholders, few diſciples; if gazing, 


if proſeſſion were godlineſs, Chriſt could not want 
clients; now amongſt all theſe wonderers, there is 
but one Zachens. In vain ſhould we boaſt of our 
forwardneſs to ſee and hear Chriſt in our ſtreets, if 
we receive him not into our hearts. 

This crowd hides Chriſt from Zachexs; alas, how 
common a thing it is, by the interpoſition of the 
throng of the world to be kept from the fight of our 
Jeſus? here a carnal faſhioniſt ſays; away with this 
auſtere ſcrupulouſneſs, let me do as the moſt; the 
throng keeps this man from Chriſt; there, a ſuper- 
ſtitious miſbeliever ſays, what tell you me of an 
handful of reformed, the whole world is ours ; this 
man is kept from Chriſt by the throng; the cove- 
tous mammoniſt ſays, let them that have leiſure be 
devout, my employments are many, my affairs great z 
this man cannot ſee Chriſt for the throng. There 
is no perſect view of Chriſt but in an holy ſeceſſion; 
the ſpouſe found not her beloved till ſhe was paſt the 
company, then ſhe found him whom her ſoul loved; 

® Hindrance. 
L 2 


whoſo 
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whoſo never ſeeks Chriſt but in the crowd ſhall no- 
ver find comfort in finding him; the benefit of our 
public view muſt be enjoyed in retirement, if in a 
- preſs we ſee a man's face, that is all; when we have 
him alone, every limb may be viewed; O Saviour, 
I would be loth not to ſee thee in thine aſſemblies, 
but I would be more loth not to ſee thee in my Clo- 
ſet: yet had Zacbeus been but of the common pitch, | 
he might perhaps have ſeen Chriſt's face over his 
fellows ſhoulders; now his ſtature adds to the dif- 
advantage; his body did not anſwer to his mind; 
his defires were high, whilſt his body was low ; the 
beſt is, however ſmallneſs of ſtature was diſadvan- 
tageous in a level, yet it is not fo at height. A lit- 
tle man, ifhis eye be clear, may look as high (though 
not ſo far) a»the talleſt; the leaſt pigmee may from 
the loweſt valley ſee the fun or ſtars as fully as a 
giant upon the higheſt mountain; O Saviour, thou 
art now in heaven, the ſmallneſs of our perſon or 
of our condition cannot let us from beholding thee; 
the foul hath no ſtature, neither is heaven to be had 


with reaching ; only clear thou the eyes of my faith, 


CAS EEESPIFN IN GHIGCET 


and I am high enough. 

I regard not the body, the ſoul is the man; it is 
to ſmall purpoſe that the body is a giant, if the foul 
be a dwarf; we have to do with a God that mea- 
ſures us by our deſires, not by our ſtatures; all the 


ſtreets of Jericho (however he ſeemed to the eye) | 


had not fo tall a man as Zachers. 

The witty ican eaſily finds both his hin- 
drances and the ways of their redreſs; his remedy 
for the preſs is to run before the multitude ; his re- 
mady for bs Rature ls to climb upints the frame; | 
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his feet in the one, his hands and feet 


E 
it is the charge of God, thou ſhalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil; we do evil if we lag in good: 


it is held commonly both wit and ſtate for a man to 


for z man to'run alone in ways of indifferency, or 
to ſet an face of out- running all others 
in a zealous profeſſion, when the heart lingers be- 
hind; both theſe are juſtly hateful; but in an holy 
emulation to ſtrive truly, and really to out- ſtrip 
others in degrees of grace, and a conſcionable care 
of obedience, this is truly chriſtian, and worthy of 


equality, and will not go a foot be- 

fore your neighbours in holy zeal and aidful charity 
in conſcionable ſincerity ; tell me, who hath made 
other mens progreſs a meaſure for yours; which of 
you ſays, I will be no richer, no greater, no fairer, 
no wiſer, no happier than my fellows? why ſhould 
you then fay, I will be no holier? Our life is but » 
race; every good end that a man propoſes to him- 
ſelf is a ſeveral goal: did ever any man that ran for 
a prize ſay, I will keep up with the reſt? doth he 
not know that if he be not foremoſt, he loſeth? 
we had as good to have fat ftill as not fo to run, that 
L 3 we 
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we may obtain; we obtain not, if we out- run not 


the multitude. 


So far did Zachexs over-run the ſtream of the peo- 


ple, that he might have ſpace to clirkb the ſycamore 
ere Jeſus could paſs by. I examine not the kind, 


the nature, the quality of this plant, what tree ſo- 


ever it had been, Zachers would have tried to ſcale 


it, for the advantage of this proſpelt ; he hath found 


out this help for his ſtature and takes pains to uſe it; 
it is the beſt improvement of our wit to ſeek out 
the apteſt furtherances for our fouls. Do you ſee 


2 weak and ſtudious chriſtian, that being unable to 
inform himſelf in the matters of God, goes to the 
cabinet of heaven, the prieſts lips which ſhall pre- 
ferve there is Zacbens in the 
It is the trueſt wiſdom that helps forward our ſalra- 
tion. How witty we are to ſupply all the deficiencies 
of nature? if we be low, we can add cubits to our 


if hairleſs, periwigs; if 
lame, crutches; and ſhall we be conſcious of our 
ſpiritual wants and be wilfully regardleſs of the re- 
medy ? Surely, had Zachexs ſtood ftill on the 

he had never ſeen Chriſt ; had he not climbed the ſy- 


camore he had never climbed into heaven; O Sa- 
viour, I have not height enough of my own to ſee 


thee; give me what thou wilt; give me 
grace to uſe it, give me an happy uſe of that grace. 

The more I look at the mercy of Chriſt, the more 
cauſe I ſee of aſtoniſhment. Zaabens climbs up into 
the fycamore to ſee Jeſus; Jeſus firſt ſecs him, pre- 


venting his eyes with a former view; little did Z- 
chens look that Jeſus would have caſt up his eyes to 
hun; 


ature; if ill coloured, we can borrow complexion; = 
glaſſes, if 
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him; well might he think the boys in the ſtreet 
would ſpy him out and ſhout at his ſtature, trade, 
ambition; butthat Jeſus ſhould throw up his eyes in- 
to the and take notice of that ſmall deſpiſed 
morſel of fleſh, ere Zacheus could find ſpace to dif- 
his thought or expectation; all his hope is to ſee 3 
and now he is ſeen, to be ſeen and acknowledged 


is much more than to ſee; upon any ſolemn occa- 


him. As Jonathan did to David, 8 doth God to. 
us, he ſhoots beyond us; did he not prevent us with 
mercy, we might climb into the ſycamore in vain; 
if he give grace to him that doth his beſt, it is the 
praiſe of the giver, not the earning of the receiver; 
how can we do or will without him? if he fee us 
firſt, we live; and if we deſire to ſee him, we ſhall be 
ſeen of him ; whoever took pains to climb the 
more, and came down diſappointed? O Lord, what 
was there in Zachexs that thou ſhouldſt look up at 
him? a publican, a finner, an arch-extortioner; a 
dwarf in ſtature, but a giant in oppreſſion; a little 
man, but a great z if rich in coin, more 
rich in fins and treaſures of wrath; yet, it is enough 
that he deſires to ſee thee, all theſe di 
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of faith, thou wilt look at us with the eye of 
mercyz the eye of the Lord is upon the juſt; 
and he is juſt that would be fo; if not in 
bimſelf yet in thee; O Saviour, when Zachens was 
above and thou wert below, thou didſt look up at 
him; now thou art above and we below, thou look 
eſt down upon us; thy mercy turns thine eyes every 
way towards our neceſſities; look down upon us 
that are not worthy to look up unto thee; and find 
us out that we may ſeek thee. 

It was much to note Zachens, it was more to 
name him: methinks I ſee how Zacheus ſtartled at 
this, to hear the ſound of his own name from the 
mouth of Chriſt; neither can he but think, doth 
Jeſus know me? Is it his voice, or ſome others in the 
throng? lo, this is the firſt fight that ever I had of 
him ; I have heard fame of his wonderful works, and 
held it happineſs enough for me to have ſeen his 
face, and doth he take notice of my perſon, of my 
name? Surely the more that Zacbeus knew himſelf, 
the more doth he wonder that Chrif ſhould know 
him; it was ſlander enough for a man to be a friend 
to a publican; yet Chriſt gives this friendly compel- 
lation to the chief of publicans, and honours him 


z Ac HE us. wu 
diſtinly, but 


they are regarded by God 1 that they 


men, whilſt 
the duſt of earth, whilſt they are re- 


are raked up in 


ed with Zachens, 
our uſe, the hoſt is invited by the 
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it is much for the king of 
tage, and ſup there ; yet thus he may do, and take 
ſome ſtate upon him in fitting alone; no, I will ſo 
ſup with him, that he ſhall ſup with me. Earthly 
ſtate conſiſts in 
of majeſty aloof ; betwixt God and us though there 
be infinite more diſtance, yet there is a gracious affa- 
bility, and familiar intireneſs of converſation; O 
Saviour, what doſt thou elſe every day but invite 
thy ſelf to us in thy word, in thy Sacraments, who 
are we that we ſhould entertain thee, or thou us? 
dwarfs in grace, great in nothing but unworthineſs : 


is worthy to be fo much the 
Joh Loney yg Bey ger paging 


bid us be fit to receive thee, and in receiving thee, 


happy. 

How graciouſly doth Jeſus ſtill prevent the publi- 
can, a8 in his fight, notice, compellation, fo in his 
invitation too ; that other publican, Levi bad Chriſt 
to his houſe, but it was after Chriſt had bidden him 
to his diſcipleſhip; Chriſt had never been called to 
his feaſt, if Levi had not been called into his fa- 
mily. He loved us firſt, he muſt firſt call us ; for 
he calls us out of love; as in the 2 
we could never ſay, thy ſace, Lord, Lark ſeek, fo 
in the ſpecialties of our main benefits, or employ- 
ments, Chriſt muſt begin to us; if we invite our- 
ſelves to him, before he invite himſelf to us, the un- 
dertaking is preſumptuous, the ſucceſs unhappy. 
If Nathaniel, when Chriſt named him, and gave 
him the memorial token of his being under the fig- 
tree, could fay; thou art the a 


to come into 2 cot- 


and aſfects a ſtern kind 
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Yea, 
doeft, do qui 
in thou 


his will with their forwardneſs ; 


tempter to thee ; but, 
did accordingly ; there muſt be no more haſte than 
9 3 good 
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Moſes ran fo faſt down the hill that he ſtumbled ſpi- 
ritually, and broke the Tables of God; we may fo 


_ faſt follow aſter juſtice, that we out-run charity; it 
is an unſafe obedience that is not diſcreetly and lei- 
ſurely ſpeedful. 


of his entertainment; he made haſte and 
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envy, ſcrupulouſneſs, ignorance, and pride; their eye 


envy © upon the- 
terms of traditions ; theſe ſons the carth might 
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impiety ; well did our Saviour know how 
_ offenſive it would be to turn A 


own peril; I know not if it were not David's weak - 
neſs to abſtain from good words, whilſt the wicked 
were in place; let juſtice be done, in ſpite of the 
world; and, in ſpight of hell, mercy. 

Ignorance was in part guilty of theſe ſcruples ; 
they thought Chriſt either too holy to go to a ſinner, 
or, in going made unholy : Fooliſhmen ; to whom 
came he? To you righteous? Let himſelf peak ; 
T7 Seth, wy <adp yak 


pentance; whither ſhould the phyſician go but to 
the ſick ? the whole need him not 3 love is the beſt 


here be any danger of thy pollution ; thy fun could 
caſt his beams upon the impureſt dunghill, and not 


de tainted; it was free, and ſaſe for the leper, and 


to touch thee; thou couldſt heal them, 
they could not inſect thee. Neither is it otherwiſe 
in this moral z we who are obnoxious to 


contagion 
evil, may be inſenſibly defiled ; thy purity was enough 
to remedy that hich might mar a world: Thou canſt 


help 


2142 
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makes them inſult upon his notoriouſneſs ; the ſmoke 
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help us, we cannot hurt thee; oh let thy preſence 
ever bleſs us, and let us ever bleſs thee for thy pre- 


Pride was an attendant of this ignorance ; fo did 
they note Zacheus for a ſinner, as if themſelves had 
been none; his fins were written in his forehead, 
theirs in their breaſt; the preſumption of their ſecrecy 


of pride flies flill upward, and in the mounting, va- 


' niſheth ; contrition beats it down and fetcheth tears 


from the tender eyes. There are ſtage - ſins, and 
there are cloſet fins; theſe may not upbraid the other; 
they may be more heinous though leſs manifeſt; it 
is a dangerous vanity to look outward at other mens 
fins with ſcorn, when we have more need to caſt 
our eyes inward to ſee our own, with humiliation. 

Thus they ſtumbled, and fell ; but Zacbeus ſtood; 
all their malicious murmur could not diſhearten his 
piety, and joy in the entertaining of Chriſt ; before, 


| Zachens lay down as a finner, now he ſtands up as 


a convert; finning is falling, continuance in fin 
is lying down, repentance is riſing and ſtanding up ; 


yet perhaps this ſtanding was not ſo much the fight 


of his conſtancy, or of his converſion, as of his re- 
verence ; Chriſt's hath not made him un- 


mannerly ; Zacheus ſtood ; and what if the deſire of 


more audibleneſs raiſed him to his feet? In that 


ſmallneſs of ſtature it was not fit he ſhould loſe ought 


of his height; it was meet ſo noble a proclamation 
thould want no advantage of hearing ; never was 
our Saviour better welcomed ; the penitent publican 


makes his will, and makes Chriit his ſuperviſor. 
His wiit conſiſis of legacies given, of debts paid: 
M 2 


* 
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gifts to the poor; payments to the injuried ; there 
is liberality in the former, in the latter, juſtice ; in 
both, the proportions are large ; half to the poor; 
fourfold to the wronged. 

This hand ſowed not ſparingly ; here muſt needs 
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pay, not to beſtow ; we caſt away, if in our bene - 
 ficence we neither regard order nor diſcretion; Z 


,good makes it thankleſs; the alms that ſmells of the 
hand leſſens the praiſe: it is twice given that is given 


quickly: thoſe that defer their gifts till their death- 
bed, do as good as fay, Lord, I will give thee ſome 
thing when I can keep it no longer; happy is the 
man that is his own executor : I grve my goods, not 
-anothers; it is a thankleſsvanity to be liberal of ano- 
ther man's purſe ; whoſo gives of that which he hath 
taken away from the owner, doth more wrong in 
Ping than in ficaling ; God expects our gifts, not 
.our ſpoils: I fear there is too many a fchool and hoſ- 
pital, every ſtone whereof may be challenged: had 
Zacheus meant to give of his extortions, he had not 
deen ſo careful of his reſtitution ; now he reſtores 
to others, that he may give of his own; I give h 
my 
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ZACHEUS. 


ty; were this example binding, who ſhould be rich 
to give? who ſhould be poor to receive? in the ſtrait 


which akerwards in the larger elbow- 


God gives to him that hath; we, to him that wants. 
Some want, becauſe they would, whether out of 
prodigality or idleneſs ; ſome want, becauſe they muſt; 
theſe are the fit ſubjects of our beneficence, not 
thoſe other: a poverty of our own making deſerves 
no pity: he that ſuſtains the lewd feeds not his belly 
but his. vice: So then, this living legacy of Zachexs 
is free, / give; pueſent, I ds give ; juſt,my goods; large, 


- fit, to the poor. 
"ethers be more tuna i is i han ju 
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vexations, that his mouth might be ſtop'd with fees, 
either fot filence, or compoſition. This had Zacheus 
| often done. Neither is this [] a note of doubt, 
but of aſſertion : he is ſure of the fat, he is not 
ſure of the perſons, their challenge muſt help to fur- 
ther his j The true penitence of this holy 
convert expreſſes itſelf in confeffion, in fatisfaftion. 
His confeffion is free, full, open: what cares he to 
ſhame himſelf that he may give glory to God? Woe 
be to that baſhfulneſs that ends in confuſion of face: 
e 
before thee, thy faints and angels. 
His ſatisfaction is no leſs liberal than his gift: 
Had not Zacheus been careful to pay the debts of his 
fraud, all had gone to the poor: He would have 
done that voluntarily, which the young man in the 
_ Golpel was bidden to do, and refuſing went away 
 forrowful : now, he knew that his gain 
was not for God's® corban, therefore he ſpares half, 
not to keep, but to reſtore. This was the beſt diſh 
in Zacheus his good cheer. In vain had he ſeaſted 
Chriſt, given to the poor, confeſſed his extortions, if 


he had not made reſtitution : woe is me ſor the pau- 


city of true converts; there is much ſtoln | 
litcle brought home; mens hands are like the fiſhers 
flue, yea, like hell itſelf, which admits of no return. 
Oh God, we can never fatisfy thee ; our ſcore is 
too great, our abilities too little; but if we make 


| ® A-place where gifts or offerings are b * 
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not even with men, in vain ſhall we look for mercy 
from thee ; to each his own had been well, but 
four for one, was munificent ; in our tranſactions of 
commerce, we do well to beat the bargain to the 
loweſt, but in caſes of moral or ſpiritual payments to 
God or men, now there muſt be a meaſure, preſſed, 


Tas END or Tus FIRST VOLUME. 


